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“ But the seed planted in the good earth represents 
those who hear the Word, embrace it, and produce 
a harvest beyond their wildest dreams.” Mark 4:20
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Dear Hope Family,

When I was growing up my dad had his pilot’s license. 

He had a 25% ownership share in a Piper 140. Mom, Dad, my two brothers and I would climb aboard that 
propeller plane with five seats and we’d fly to Oskaloosa to see Grandpa and Grandma, Indiana to see 
Uncle Dan and Uncle Joe, and Oklahoma to see Aunt Marianna.

I know some people tremble at the thought of riding in a prop plane, but I absolutely loved it! On my 
drive from home to Hope, I often drive by a little air strip and think (dream) about getting my pilot’s 
license one day.

There’s a lot I love about flying. Airplanes are faster and statistically safer than automobiles. What I love 
most, however, is the changed perspective flying affords.

When I fly above something I typically see from the ground level, it suddenly becomes almost 
unrecognizable. As I encircle my home, my church, my city, as the angles change, as new light shines in 
places previously hidden by shadows, the familiar picture comes back into view. 

But it’s not the same picture. Instead, my vision has been enlarged. I’m seeing the same thing, but with a 
vision that has been transformed.

I’m convinced this is a picture of faith. God is continuously at work, changing the way we see.

“You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” Matthew 16:23

This fall I want to invite you to join me on a journey to change the way you see. When you look into the 
future. When you think about what you want for your life, for your relationships, what do you see? 

A letter from 
Pastor Scott
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“ Set your minds on things that are above,  
not on things that are on earth.” Colossians 3:2

Are you seeing from a human 
point of view, or from God’s?
Dad’s airplane stayed in a hangar at a little airport 
just south of Iowa Falls on Highway 65. We’d wait 
patiently for Dad to run through all the pre-flight 
inspections and precautions. Finally we’d get the go 
ahead to climb up onto the wing and into the plane. 

We prepared for take-off. The plane picked up 
speed and then there’s that cool moment when 
the rubber of the tires releases from the road, your 
stomach drops to your toes, and you’re flying.

It doesn’t take much elevation for our vision to 
expand beyond what used to be the horizon.

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but Hope Ankeny 
has been taking off since we moved to 520 NW 
36th Street in March 2015. God is taking us to new 

heights and preparing us to see beyond what used 
to be the horizon.

As I look to the future of Hope Ankeny, I am 
confident God will continue to change our 
perspective, open our eyes and transform us into 
people who are able to see beyond the challenges, 
obstacles and (seemingly) hopeless realties of earth.

I’m confident we are  
Building 2 a Hope Beyond!

Pastor Scott Rains

“ Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that 
works within us, to him be the glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen.”

Ephesians 3:20-21
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Mission
“Reach out to the world around 
us and share the everlasting 
love of Jesus Christ.”

Vision 
“To be a Spirited (Acts 2), 
Growing (Matthew 28), and 
Christ-centered (John 13) 
community filled with hope!” 

Core Values
1.  Jesus is life. The rest is details.  

“I am not ashamed of this Good News about 

Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving 

everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16

2.  Lost people matter to God and so they 
matter to us. 
“Your brother was dead and has come back to 

life! He was lost, but now he is found!” Luke 15:32

3.  We worship God, not tradition. 
“The time is coming and is already here when 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and in truth.” John 4:23

4.  Following Jesus is a growing experience. 
“… equip God’s people to do his work and build 

up the church, the body of Christ … that we will 

be mature and full grown, measuring up to the 

full stature of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12-14

5.  We are one body, united in Jesus Christ. 
“Now all of you together are Christ’s body, and 

each one of you is a separate and necessary part 

of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27

The Heart  
of Hope 
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In 2013 we had a campaign called Building Hope Together which made it possible for us to 
move from temporary locations in Ankeny to a permanent church home. Over the last five years, 
people have been coming in large numbers and filling up our building. 

Much of that growth is in ministries to Youth and Families.

2013 2018

Nursery 23 94 Average weekly attendance

HopeKids 320 807 Registered

PowerLife 97 307 Registered

Ignition 29 226 Registered 

VBS 615 1,302 Registered kids and guests

One Body  
(Special Needs)

0 13 Five of these on a waiting list

Celebrate Recovery 0 78 Average weekly attendance

Weekly Worship 789 1,636 Average weekly attendance

God is continuing to pour out his Spirit, especially on our sons and daughters,  

and we need to make more room for all the people who are coming!

•  24.3 is the average age of attenders/members

•  32 is the average age of Ankeny

•   77% of our members/regular attenders are under age 40
•   56% of our members/regular attenders are under age 19

When you look at these realities, you quickly see the necessity 

and importance of space uniquely designed to meet the 

needs of the youth and families of Hope Ankeny.

If they come, 
we will build it! 

“ I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

people. Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy.”   Acts 2:17

“ But the seed planted in the good earth represents 
those who hear the Word, embrace it, and produce a 
harvest beyond their wildest dreams.”  Mark 4:20
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What would it look like to have more 
space and better space to serve the 
youth and families in our community? 

The Reservoir
The Youth and Family Addition will have a room 
that seats approximately 400 people. We’ll call that 
room The Reservoir. 

The term Reservoir comes from an old French 
word meaning to reserve or keep. There’s a priestly 
blessing we often use at the end of worship The 
Lord bless you and keep you. (Numbers 6:24). 
At Hope we are unapologetically competing for 
the hearts of the young people in our community. 
We are committed to investing our time, energy 
and resources in providing ministry that enables 
the children and students in this community to 
know there’s a safe place where they belong and 
are loved in Jesus’ name. 

In a chaotic world, The Reservoir will function as a 
place where a foundation of faith can be built so all 
generations can learn to navigate the sometimes 
stormy seas of life.

If you drop a rock – especially the Solid Rock of 
Jesus – in a reservoir there will be ripples. Imagine 
a room filled with 400 middle school or high school 
students worshiping God, singing praises and 
being immersed in the stories and teaching of 
scripture so they can go out and “be an example 
to all believers in what you say, in the way you 
live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  
(1 Timothy 4:12)

A reservoir reserves and keeps things, but there’s 
always a flow out of a healthy reservoir. Go below 
the Saylorville dam and you see how powerful the 
flow can be out of a reservoir. 

Whether it’s Alpha, Celebrate Recovery, VBS, 
Student Ministry or a 10:00 am service on 
Sunday morning, the ministry that takes place in 
The Reservoir will always lead to a powerful flow 
of the Holy Spirit outside the walls of the church. 
Our mission is to reach out to the world around 
us and share the everlasting love of Jesus Christ 
and we have chosen to accept it! 

Room for the Kids 
One of the first spaces to run out of room in our 
new building was the nursery. Imagine having a 
nursery large enough to accommodate the needs 
of all parents of nursery-aged children who come 
to worship at Hope.

Imagine more room and better room for children 
to learn the stories of the Bible and experience the 
love of Jesus. A place where kids will want to invite 
their friends to experience the love of Jesus and 
worship with all the energy they can bring! 

Restroom breaks? No worries. We’re adding more! 
The restrooms will be equipped with diaper changing 
tables for the newest members of God’s family. And, 
for nursing moms, a Mother’s lounge where you and 
your baby can sit in the grace of God’s word together. 

Imagine a Hope Preschool where our youngest 
members can begin to love the Lord with all 
their heart, soul, mind and strength. Imagine the 
opportunities this will give us to extend our reach and 
ministry to the young families of our community!

Imagine!
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Gathering Area 
Imagine intentional space in our church building where conversations can naturally happen and 
relationships can deepen. 

Followers of Jesus create new kinds of community. We grow in our relationship with God and with one 
another. Our expansion will allow us to move Café Hope from its current location where it often creates 
a bottle neck for people entering and exiting the building. There will be comfortable seating and unique 
areas where a deep sense of belonging can be built.

Weddings
Since moving into our beautiful Worship Center in 2015 we’ve unfortunately had to tell people we 
are unable to schedule weddings on Saturday afternoons (the primary time people want to schedule 
weddings!) because we are getting ready for the 5:00 pm service.

Imagine a beautiful room facing west, flooded with natural light, as your son or daughter (or you!) stand 
before a faithful congregation and a Holy God and make wedding vows.

The Reservoir will be a space that enables much needed multi-generational ministry.

“ Jesus looked at them intently and said, ‘Humanly speaking, it is 

impossible. But with God everything is possible.’”  Matthew 19:26 

DREAM BIG
Depending on the offerings we bring to God 
for Building 2 a Hope Beyond, we also hope to 
add the following items to this project: 

1.   A Prayer Garden on the south side of 
the new addition where people can soak 
in God’s presence and God’s word in a 
beautiful natural setting.

2.   A driveway connecting the front parking 
lot to the back parking lot along the west 
side of our property. This will allow us to 
be able to create an efficient traffic flow 
during events like Christmas, Easter and 
VBS, and for parents dropping off children 
at Hope’s future preschool. 

3.   Enhanced audio/visual capabilities 
throughout the building, including the 
ability to livestream in both directions 
between the Worship Center and The 
Reservoir.

“ There is a time for everything, a 
season for every activity under 
heaven ... a time to build.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 
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Building Plans

“ Jesus looked at them intently and said, 
‘Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with 
God everything is possible.’”  Matthew 19:26 
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Giving Goals 
Community Outreach –  
Youth and Family Addition 

Victory Goal: $4,000,000 
Building 2 a Hope Beyond is a debt-free 
campaign.  We will only build what we have  
the money to build. If we meet the Victory 
goal of $4,000,000 we’ll praise God for the 
generosity of the Hope Ankeny congregation 
and wait for the next $1,000,000 to come in 
before we start building.

Dream Goal: $5,000,000 
Building a Youth and Family wing. A room that 
will seat up to 400 people which will become 
the large group space for PowerLife and 
Ignition, a Chapel for weddings and funerals, 
and the start of a new Sunday 10:00 am service. 
This room will also give Children’s Ministry 
great flexibility for special events like the 
Daddy Daughter Dance, Vacation Bible School 
and a Hope Preschool. Café Hope will be 
relocated in the new addition where there will 
be increased gathering area and café seating.  

Miracle Goal: $6,000,000 
All of the above plus completely finish lower 
level new classrooms, additional restrooms, 
offices for growing staff needs, an outdoor 
prayer garden and patio, completion of 
driveway loop on the northwest corner of the 
church building, and additional parking on the 
north side of the building.  

“ When someone has been given 

much, much will be required 

in return; and when someone 

has been entrusted with much, 

even more will be required.”

Luke 12:48

Main level addition

Lower level addition

Nursery
Café 
Hope

Reservoir
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1. Gather
Weekly Worship

Why?  Inspiration: Worship is a spiritual 
exercise for the body of Christ and a time 
for intimacy with God, healing for the 
hurt, sanctuary from chaos, water for dry 
bones and spiritual food for the soul; a 
Holy Spirit hangout, hospital for sinners, 
a place of renewal and holy ground.

Celebration Services
Saturdays, 5:00 pm  
Sundays, 8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 am

Attend a Neighborhood Open House

Why?  Connection: To learn about the vision and goals of Building 2 a Hope Beyond, and to give the 
people of Hope an opportunity to connect with one another.

How?   You’ll be invited to attend a 90-minute Neighborhood Open House hosted by a Hope Ankeny 
member or regular attender who lives near you! At the Open House you will:

 •  Have the opportunity to meet some people from church who live in your neighborhood.

 •  Watch a short video of Pastor Scott explaining the goals of Building 2 a Hope Beyond and how 
you can participate.

 •  Ask volunteers from the Building 2 a Hope Beyond team to answer any questions you may have.

  

Goals of 
Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond

“ I decided to write it all out for you, most 

honorable Theophilus, so you can know 

beyond the shadow of a doubt the reliability 

of what you were taught.”   Luke 1:4
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2. Grow 
Develop a Daily Prayer Routine

Why?   Conversation: Develop more effective communication patterns and a deeper bond between you 
and God.

How?  Make good use of the 40 Day Prayer Guide.

  Commit to pray daily for the campaign and prayerfully ask God to guide your giving.

  Participate in the weekly prayer opportunities throughout the Building 2 a Hope Beyond campaign:

 •  Prayer & Praise 

Friday, Nov. 2, 6:00-7:30 pm 

Join us for a night of prayer and praise as we kick  

off our Building 2 a Hope Beyond giving campaign!

 •  Prayer Walk & Bonfire 

Saturday, Nov. 10, 6:30-8:00 pm 

Join us as we pray over the future expansion of  

Hope Ankeny and our current building and grounds. 

We’ll end with a bonfire to celebrate what God is 

doing at Hope!

 •   24/7 Prayer Chapel 

Sunday, Nov. 11, 7:00 am – Saturday, Nov. 17, 5:00 pm  

 The Prayer Chapel will be open for anyone to come 

and pray in preparation for Commitment Weekend 

as we close the Giving Campaign. This is a great 

opportunity to take an hour or more to focus on God 

and to seek him. Sign up with a friend, your family or 

small group in one-hour increments.

“ My purpose in writing is simply this: that you who believe in God’s 

Son will know beyond the shadow of a doubt that you have 

eternal life, the reality and not the illusion”   1 John 5:13 

Party at the Celebration Event
Why?  Celebrate: Join us as we celebrate all God has done through our Building 2 a Hope 

Beyond giving campaign as we look toward Commitment Weekend.

How? Attend the party!
 Sunday, Nov. 11, 5:00-6:30 pm 
 Hope Ankeny Worship Center
 Casual attire, no offerings; no sales pitch; no pressure – just a joy-centered party! 
 Kids welcome, too!
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3. Give
Discover the joy of cheerful giving 

Why?   Liberation: Find freedom in guilt-
free, pressure-free giving; not under 
compulsion, but cheerfully, generously 
and freely!

How?  Understand that everything we have 
belongs to God:

 • Pray

 • Wait for God to answer

 •  Give as a matter of God’s revelation, 
not human reason

 •  Give with a sense of God’s timing for 
the eternal impact of our gifts

Bring an Offering to God through 
Building 2 a Hope Beyond

Why?  MISSION: For the sake of fulfilling 
Lutheran Church of Hope’s mission 
to “reach out to the world around us 
and share the everlasting love of Jesus 
Christ.”

How?  In addition to regular general fund 
offerings, offer a one-time gift, and/or a 
3-year commitment to Building 2 a Hope 
Beyond on Commitment Weekend – 
Nov. 17 & 18.

“God has blessed Hope Ankeny with a great 
challenge where more space is needed for our 
youth. Praise God for this!  I am excited for 
students in our community to have expanded 
space where they can engage in confidential 
small group conversations without the 
natural noise of a nearby small group making 
it difficult to hear one another. I pray with 
excited anticipation that Hope Ankeny has 
the resources to expand where the space is 
inviting to ALL youth, where each individual 
is connected and valued, where they grow in 
relationships with each other as they grow in 
their relationship with Jesus.” – Jill Urich

“There’s nothing more warming than seeing 
Christ through the eyes of children. Giving 
young ones the opportunity to grow and learn 
more about God should have no boundaries. 
More space allows for more kids to experience 
the everlasting love of Jesus!” – Lindsey Stewart

“One of my favorite things about Hope 
Ankeny is the youth and family ministry. From 
VBS to Hope Kids and everything in between, 
the staff and volunteers help our kids build 
their faith in God and connection with each 
other. As new families join this important 
ministry each week, we need facilities and 
space to accommodate this exciting growth 
and help those new to Hope feel welcome.”  
– Julie Kenney

We are extremely excited about the addition of 
space because it shows how much God is truly 
on the move at Hope. This extra space will allow 
families and youth ministry to keep expanding , 
which means allowing God into even more lives! 
– Kenzie Julich

“If we get more space we can bring more 
people, we can grow the kingdom!”  
– HopeKids Child

“I’m excited for more space because then 
we would have more room to do activities 
as a whole, and when we break up into small 
groups we have more room to spread out and 
dig in deeper together.” –  HopeKids Child

“More space would mean each group had 
their own ‘area’ which is really good!”  
–  HopeKids Child
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It’s not complicated. In order to discover what it really means to be a “cheerful giver,” we need to seek God’s 

revelation, not human reason. Try these steps: 

Step one
 PRAY. Ask God this question: “Lord, what do you want to do through me to accomplish your will for Hope?” 

“ Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. 
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7 

Step two
LISTEN TO GOD. Keep asking until you “hear” God’s answer. If 

you don’t get anything – in other words, if you don’t get a pretty strong 

indication in your heart, soul or mind as you pray each day throughout this 

campaign – then quiet your life until you can. Be still. Listen to God, not 

people. God will write a number on your heart, soul or mind. 

“Be silent, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 

Step three
TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH. Trust God enough to do whatever he calls 

you to do, believing that he will provide the means to make it happen 

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11). Now you’re giving as a matter of faith – and thus, 

experiencing the joy and freedom of Bible- based giving without anyone 

telling you, other than God, what to give! Enjoy the feeling! 

Discover the 
Joy of Cheerful 
Giving!
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Dear Hope Family,
What an exciting time to be a member of God’s Church, but this is a particularly exciting time to be a 

member of God’s Church at Hope Ankeny. We are honored to be a part of the team of volunteers that are 

assisting with the Building 2 a Hope Beyond campaign.

It is hard to believe we’ve been in our building for just over three years … and within such a short time, 

Hope Ankeny has experienced tremendous growth.  

Our theme, Building 2 a Hope Beyond focuses on Hope Ankeny’s current space needs while also taking 

into consideration the future needs of our growing church family. Our future lies with our youth! The 

overwhelming increased attendance in Hope Kids, PowerLife and Ignition is a true testament of what 

God is doing in our community. By adding the Youth and Family wing, it will provide our Youth Ministries 

enough space to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ; allow Hope Ankeny to host 

Saturday weddings; and add a 10:00 am service on Sundays.

At Lutheran Church of Hope, we have three goals when it 
comes to a giving campaign: Gather, Grow and Give. 

First, we want the Hope Ankeny community to gather. This may 

start with the weekend worship services, but we hope it extends 

beyond that. This campaign is a great time to renew and expand 

upon existing relationships, as well as build and develop new 

ones. The events that are planned (Open Houses and Celebration 

Events) were all set with this goal in mind. One of Hope Ankeny’s 

greatest assets is its people and we hope you will experience that 

first-hand during this campaign.

A Letter from 
the Campaign 
Directors
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Second, we want the Hope community to 

grow. Growth can come in multiple forms. First 

and foremost, it is a time to grow your personal 

relationship with God. Use this campaign as your 

kick-start to some healthier habits when it comes to 

prayer and Bible reading. The volunteers have put 

together some fantastic resources and opportunities 

to help you in this regard.

The third goal is to give. We understand this is a 

personal decision. All we ask of you is to prayerfully 

consider whether this is the right time for you to 

help further the mission of Hope. Our goal during 

this campaign is not to pressure anyone into giving, 

but to give people the resources to determine 

what amount they can contribute joyfully and freely. 

Please take the time to pray about how God can 

accomplish his mission and goals through you.

As we previously stated, we are extremely excited by the opportunities the Youth and Family addition will 

offer our current congregation in addition to meeting the needs of future generations!    

Thank you to all the volunteers who are putting their blood, sweat, tears and prayers into the Building 2 a 

Hope Beyond campaign. As a community, particularly God’s community, anything is possible.

If you have any questions or comments about the campaign, please don’t hesitate to contact one of us 

–  you can email us at info@hopeankeny.org. We look forward to sharing more details about Building 2 a 

Hope Beyond with you!

It’s good to be the Church!!

God Bless,

Glenn & Vi DeStigter Jason & Jessica Anderson Doug & Suzanne Sprecher

“ We will not hide these truths from our 
children; we will tell the next generation 
about the glorious deeds of the LORD, 
about his power and his mighty wonders.

  For he issued his laws to Jacob; he gave 
his instructions to Israel.

  He commanded our ancestors to teach 
them to their children, so the next 
generation might know them—even the 
children not yet born—and they in turn 
will teach their own children.

  So each generation should set its hope 
anew on God, not forgetting his glorious 
miracles and obeying his commands. 
Psalm 78:4-7

“ I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand 

the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are 

his rich and glorious inheritance.”  Ephesians 1:18
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