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Reach out to the world around us and share the everlasting love of Jesus Christ!

MISSIONWHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO DO
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at hope@hopewdm.org.
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A Spirited (Acts 2), Growing (Matthew 28) and Christ–centered (John 13) community filled with hope!

VISIONWHO GOD IS CALLING US TO BE
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SENIOR PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT
By Mike Housholder

“But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you. And you will be 
my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere—in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, 
in Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” Acts 1:8

A month or so ago, Sally and 
I were walking through the 
church building after Hope’s 
Sunday morning services. It’s a 
familiar walk for us, one we’ve 
taken together about (quick 
estimate) 1,248 times before. 
We’re in this ministry thing 
together, and she feels what 
I feel, sometimes even before 
I notice, and this was one of 
those times. As we walked, 
she made an observation that 
caught my attention …

“It feels like a new wave of 
the Holy Spirit is hitting Hope, 
refreshing and full of power … 
and I love that feeling!”

Me, too. Sally wasn’t talking 
about a strategic plan, church 
program or worship style.  
She was talking about the 
Spirit of Hope and revival for 
his church. We can’t create or 
control these waves.  
God sends them. We just  
ride them (if we catch them). 
And right from the start,  
we’ve been riding a lot of 
Spirit-sized waves at Hope: 
holy moments, life-changing 
ministries, Kingdom-expanding 
missions, new campuses and 
inspiring celebrations of God’s 
faithful love! 

This is the Hope story, filled 
with consistent blessings from 
God, and this next wave has 
the potential to be one of the 
biggest we’ve ever seen (and 
that’s saying a lot!) …  

Surf’s up, Hope!
As good as our history has 
been at Hope, I believe the 
best is yet to come, and it’s 
coming soon! 

Imagine a church where 
all generations, young and 
old, gather from all over 
the region, attracted by the 
light of God’s amazing love, 
to discover the joy of soul-
satisfying faith in Jesus Christ.

Imagine a church where 
neighbors deeply divided by 
race, politics and social issues 
come together as one in 

Jesus’ name to find refreshing 
unity, and the numb souls 
of an overwhelmed and 
over-scheduled culture 
awaken to live and breathe 
and feel again. 

Imagine a church where we 
turn up the heat on Spirit-led 
worship and prayer (lukewarm 
is so overrated!), where 
unhindered praise for our 
Savior flows freely, miracles 
are expected and healing 
happens … frequently. 

Imagine a church that 
leverages new forms of digital 
communication to share God’s 

life-saving grace in highly 
effective ways to a world 
dying to hear this good news.

Imagine a church where 
biblical fluency is the norm, 
giving us a keen awareness of 
(continued on page 7)
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1. Jesus is life. The rest is 
details. 
Jesus Christ alone is our hope, and 
the only real and lasting hope for 
the world (John 14:6). We love him. 
For this reason, we don’t apologize 
for the gospel or for putting our 
relationship with him first in our 
lives (Romans 1:16). We strive to 
respond faithfully to the call of 
Jesus to follow him above all else in 
this world, which so often competes 
for our time, energy and attention 
(Luke 14:15-24). 

2. Lost people matter to God 
and so they matter to us. 

 Jesus was sent to reconcile a lost 
world to God (Luke 15:1–32), and 
he calls us to do the same. We like 
unchurched people, and we know 
what a difference Jesus can make in 
their lives. For this reason, we seek 
to reach out to the world around 
us and share the everlasting love of 
Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19–20, 
John 20:21, 1 Corinthians 9:19–27, 
Lutheran Church of Hope mission 
statement).

3. We worship God, not 
tradition. 
Where tradition helps to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus Christ and 
further the mission of our church, 
we embrace it. Where tradition 
becomes a wall between God 
and his people, we seek to tear 
it down (John 2:13–22, Matthew 
23:13–36, John 9:1–41). While the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ 
remains unchanged (Hebrews 
13:8), the manner in which it is 
proclaimed must change for it to 
be communicated effectively in a 
changing world (Mark 2:21–22). In 
our worship and in our ministry, we 
intentionally offer a wide variety 
of options from traditional to 
contemporary and we remain open 
to new waves of innovation sent to 
the church by the Holy Spirit of  
God – all for the sake of Christian 
mission (Psalm 146–150, Acts 
2:1–42)

4. Following Jesus is a 
growing experience. 

 We can’t outgrow Christian faith. 
As modern day disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we are called to move from 
spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity 
(Philippians 3:13–14, Ephesians 
4:12–14). For this reason, we strive 
to bring people into an ever–
growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 28:19). This growth 
best happens in small groups (Acts 
2:42–47). As we grow in faith, we 
turn our hearts to God, giving of 
ourselves and our resources – freely 
and cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7).

5. We are one body, united in  
Jesus Christ. 

 We are a church of individuals, 
different in many ways, yet called 
together by God to be one in 
ministry and mission. As members 
of the same body, we become more 
effective when we work in harmony 
as a unified whole (John 17:20–23). 
Among us, love for one another is 
the norm (John 13:34, Romans 13:8), 
conflicts are resolved according 
to the teaching of Jesus (Matthew 
18:15–17), and we seek to build each 
other up (1 Thessalonians 5:11). We 
rejoice together, and we suffer 
together (1 Corinthians 12:25–27).

CORE
VALUES

HOW GOD IS CALLING US TO ACT
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And I believe this massive Holy Spirit–

sized wave (if we catch it) is going to be 

unlike anything we’ve ever experienced 

before – exciting, refreshing, life-changing 

… and of course somewhat risky. 

“

(continued from page 5)

God’s identity, as well as 
our own, naturally inspiring us 
to live out our commitment 
to serve neighbors in need, 
locally and globally, without 
hesitation or excuse.

The best is yet to come, 
Hope! This is the new wave 
that Sally (and a long line 
of other Hope folks with 
the same spiritual gift of 
discernment) has been telling 
me about over the past 
month or so. It’s familiar, yet 
brand new and way bigger. I 
can see it now, too. God has 
blessed us with a clear vision 
for our future! And I believe 
this massive Holy Spirit–sized 
wave (if we catch it) is going 
to be unlike anything we’ve 
ever experienced before 
– exciting, refreshing, life-
changing … and of course 
somewhat risky. 

I suppose we could play it 
safe as we move forward, 
focus on us, seek to control 
God’s church, turn a beautiful 
movement into an institution, 
emphasize our own religious 
or political preferences (as 
if that’s the mission of the 
church), make comfort the 
goal, or try to make our own 
little waves to ride. 

But, I’m not really interested in 
any of that … and I hope you 

aren’t either. Life this side of 
heaven is short, and there’s 
no time to waste. What we 
do (or don’t do) now will have 
eternal consequences. Have 
you noticed the fear, angst 
and tension in our world? 
People looking for love, and 
satisfaction, in all the wrong 
places? History teaches that 
in times such as this, God 
always shows up, sending 
revival and new life to expand 
his Kingdom in our midst 
and bring Holy Spirit–sized 
blessings at just the right time. 
Now is the time … 

Can you hear the rumble of a 
new wave heading our way? 

Surf’s up, Hope!
“I hear the tumult of the 
raging seas as your waves 
and surging tides sweep over 
me. But each day the Lord 
pours his unfailing love upon 
me, and through each night I 
sing his songs, praying to God 
who gives me life.”  
Psalm 42:7-8

Pastor Mike
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HOPE AMES
By Danny Housholder, Campus Minister

“…Their message has gone 
throughout the earth, and 
their words to all the world.” 
Psalm 19:4

The good, life-transforming, 
soul-satisfying news about 
Jesus Christ travels fast, and it 
has been a thrill for Lutheran 
Church of Hope Ames to be 
a part of sharing it with the 
world around us! It has been 
nothing short of miraculous …

“Come and see what our God 
has done, what awesome 
miracles he performs for 
people!” Psalm 66:5

Since Aug. 20, God has 
been using Lutheran Church 
of Hope’s newest campus 
to reach Ames and “what 
awesome miracles” we have 
seen! God is up to something 
very special in this city, and I’m 
so thankful that he is using our 

young church to connect with 
the people here.

Let’s look at what God has 
done through our church since 
launching on Aug. 20:
	Hundreds of people have 

found a home for weekly 
worship.

	Nearly 40 children are cared 
for and ministered to in our 
nursery and at HopeKids 
(Sunday school).

	Dozens of students are 
welcomed into PowerLife 
(confirmation) and Ignition 
(high school ministry), 
where they experience 
a Christian community 
in some of the most 
formational years of  
their lives.

	Young adults are 
passionately worshiping 
our amazing God every 
Wednesday night at our 
college service, Kairos.

	Adult ministries are reaching 
the women and men of 
Ames through book clubs 
and Bible studies.

	Our Life Groups are about 
to take off, which will 
bring people together in 
growing, Christ-centered 
relationships.

Most importantly, we’ve seen 
hearts and lives transformed. 
People have entered eternal 
relationships with our 
wonderful God, and it is so 

exciting to dream about what 
is yet to come.

“No eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, and no mind has 
imagined what God has 
prepared for those who  
love him ...” 1 Corinthians 2:9

I wholeheartedly believe the 
future that God has planned 
for Lutheran Church of 
Hope Ames is even greater 
than our short past, so let’s 
remain faithful to the one 
who first showed great love 
and faithfulness to us (1 John 
4:10). We will continue to 
bring the transformational and 
everlasting love of Jesus to 
the world around us. We will 
always be a Spirit-led, Bible-
based, real-world, disciple-
making church passionate 
about creative worship, 
spiritual growth for every 
generation, healthy marriages 
and families, serving our 
neighbors, feeding the hungry, 
equipping both women and 
men to serve as church 
leaders, tearing down walls  
of injustice and division,  
and welcoming all into  
God’s family.

The best is yet to come!

Peace,

Danny
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HOPE ANKENY
By Scott Rains, Campus Pastor

“To be a Spirited (Acts 2), 
Growing (Matthew 28), and 
Christ-centered (John 13) 
community filled with hope!”

That’s the vision of Hope, and 
it’s what we continue to live 
into at Hope Ankeny. Over 
the past year, there have 
been multiple news articles 
talking about the growth of 
the Ankeny community and 
how everyone expects that 
growth to continue into the 
foreseeable future. 

It has been an exciting year of 
growth (both deep and wide) 
at Hope Ankeny as we carry 
out the mission of Hope.
Last September we added a 
fourth service to make room 
for the continued growth. We 
now have worship Saturdays 
at 5:00 pm and Sundays 
at 8:00, 9:15 and 11:00 am 
every weekend. As we head 

into the next fiscal year, we 
are planning, dreaming and 
praying about what Phase 2 
will look like for Hope Ankeny.

The passionate and skilled 
staff on this congregation 
continue to grow as well. 
Angie Rathbun is the 
Connections Coordinator. 
One of the biggest questions 
we hear from people new to 
Ankeny and new to Hope is 
“how can I get connected?” 
Angie leads Group Launch 
and plans multiple ways for 
the people of Hope Ankeny  
to build community.

Christy Schmahl joined the 
Hope team as Children’s 
Ministry Director in January. 
She works with staff members 
Susan Cook and Abby 
Hoffman-Carlson as well as an 
incredible team of volunteers 
to help children know the  
love of Christ in a safe and  
fun environment.

Brent Rauch and the Student 
Ministry team continue 
to amaze me with their 
dedication to the middle and 
high school students of our 
area. PowerLife and Ignition 
continue to make an impact 
and provide hope in a fun, but 
challenging, time to be  
a teenager.

Jen Segar, the Adult Ministry 
& Care Ministry Coordinator, 

has done an incredible job 
building a team of volunteers 
to lead Celebrate Recovery. 
Meeting on Tuesday nights in 
Ankeny, Celebrate Recovery 
is helping Hope break down 
walls and reach people  
with the life-changing power 
of God’s grace.

The Bible is clear that we all 
have different gifts, and I’m 
really grateful for the gifts of 
Jackie Kueker. I like to dream 
and come up with big ideas, 
but I need someone to help 
develop a plan to implement 
those dreams. That’s Jackie! 
She’s the project coordinator 
helping in a variety of ways 
across ministry areas.

Eli Suddarth is our newest 
staff member. He joined 
us this summer as the 
Discipleship Minister helping 
the discipleship team 
plan ways for us TO (be) 
KNOW(n). Eli brings a heart 
for evangelism into our 
community, and I’m excited to 
see the ideas the Holy Spirit 
births in Eli to help us carry 
out the mission of Hope.

Jeremy Carmody is our 
Worship & Arts Director and 
was joined this year by Caleb 
Wilbur who leads worship 
for Celebrate Recovery and 
Student Ministry. One of the 
things we continue to hear 
from people who are new to 
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Hope is the role of music in 
helping them connect with 
God’s love.

And then there’s the behind-
the-scenes specialists who 
really make things go! Jared 
Wells is the Production 
Director. It’s amazing to me 
what Jared and his team of 
volunteers are able to do  
to help classes and ministries 
worship and connect in 
powerful ways.

Dan Frohwein is our 
Operations Director. With 
the help of Jerry Cook and 
a team of volunteers, they 
keep the building functioning 
as a ministry tool and looking 
beautiful. Dan and Amy 
Haines, our food service 
coordinator, help create 
an environment where 

relationships can start and 
grow by preparing meals for  
a variety of events. 

And last, but certainly not 
least, is the Administrative 
Team. Kay Hanson, Kyla 
Burton and Staci Scholten are 
constantly at work creating 
systems that make it easier 
for individuals and families to 
be a part of what God is doing 
at Hope.

God is doing a lot. Not just 
through the staff, but through 
the people of Hope Ankeny 
who are fully committed to 
the mission and vision of 
Hope. This has been a year of 
God waking us up, opening 
our eyes and helping us see 
more clearly (1 Corinthians 
13:11-12). As we continue to 
grow in our knowledge of 

God’s love (Ephesians 3:17-19), 
we ask God to point us to the 
reality us forward as faithful 
ambassadors of God’s grace 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-20).

Pastor Scott

“
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HOPE DES MOINES
By Jon Anenson, Campus Pastor

“I never knew church could 
be like this!” That was the 
response of a young lady after 
a week of ministry at Hope 
Des Moines this past year. 
She’d come on the weekend 
for worship, then discovered 
some fun, Jesus-focused 
friends to join in a Life Group, 
and finally packaged meals 
for those in need all around 
the world at the end of the 
week. After reflecting on her 
experience, she discovered 
a powerful truth: When the 
local church is at its best, it’s 
irresistible. Not because of us, 
or our programs or services, 
but because the Holy Spirit is 
at work! 

I think of the early followers 
of Jesus exclaiming in Acts 
4:20: “As for us, we cannot 
help speaking about what we 
have seen and heard!” This 

lady’s story is just one of many 
I’ve heard this past year of 
people trading in a dry, boring, 
irrelevant view of Christianity 
for one that’s passionate, 
challenging, relevant and life-
transforming.

Transformation is something 
we’re pretty familiar with at 
Hope Des Moines — in fact, 
it’s in the very fabric of our 
facility. This fall we’ll celebrate 
three full years in what was 
once a used car dealership. 
Cars once damaged were 
repaired, a facility once 
broken was made new, and 
now lives once broken are 
being transformed. This is why 
we exist as a church. Just a 
few examples include:
	A single mom in her 30s 

finding healing from 
addiction, the love of a small 
group and being reunited 
with her three children.

	An “empty-nester” couple 
discovering a new passion 
for Jesus and for serving 
“the least of these” during 
their retirement years.

	A 30-year-old young 
professional experiencing 
the power of authentic 
relationships as God heals 
his “father wound” through 
a community of men.

	An 8- and 10-year-
old brother and sister 
experiencing new life 

through the waters of 
baptism after experiencing 
Jesus at Vacation Bible 
School.

… And that’s just the 
scratching the surface. 
Transformation has been all 
around us this year, and for 
that we are extremely grateful!

A few highlights of this 
year include:
	The Hope Des Moines staff 

continues to grow, now  
14 members strong, having 
added a communications 
coordinator, hospitality 
coordinator, production 
coordinator and young  
adult ministry director.  
I’m honored to work with 
such a great team!

	Expanding our community 
outreach in the city and 
beyond by packaging more 
than 50,000 meals with 
Meals from the Heartland; 
collecting Christmas gifts 
for more than 100 kids 
at Edmunds Elementary 
School; 40+ volunteers 
serving with Whiz Kidz, a 
Christ-centered after school 
program for inner-city kids; 
the growth of Breakfast 
Club — our homeless and 
low-income outreach on 
Sundays transporting — 
now serving more than 130 
guests breakfast; and finally, 
packaging more than 
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100 backpacks with school 
supplies for kids in need this 
school year. 

	Vacation Bible School 
was again a tremendous 
blessing, with more than 
100 kids and volunteers 
experiencing the love of 
Jesus all week!

	The continued growth of 
HopeKids (age 3 – grade 5) 
on Sundays, and PowerLife 
(grades 6-8) and 
Ignition (grades 9-12) on 
Wednesday nights.

	20 Life Groups for men, 
women and couples meeting 
throughout the week.

	The launch of several 
support groups and step 
studies for those struggling 
with addictions and hurts. 

	The Alpha and CORE 
classes for those looking  
to get started in the faith 
and continue to follow 
Jesus daily.

	Midweek and weekend 
discipleship classes had 
a tremendous response 
with groups studying 
healthy ways to serve 
the poor, Financial Peace 
University, as well as first 
communion and Bible 
classes for families.

	The development of a 
Latino outreach ministry has 
continued, offering English 
classes, community and 
meals for those in need.

	The launch of Hope 
Downtown Preschool, with 
60 children (age 2 – Pre-K) 
receiving Christ-centered 
teaching and care.

	A successful re-commitment 
campaign to continue to 
pay down the debt for 
the remodel of our facility 
another $200,000+.

Yet, what the stats can’t quite 
convey is the changed hearts, 
the healing, the restored 
relationships, the deep bonds 
of community. Getting to 
witness God at work each 
day is a privilege and honor. 
That’s why I couldn’t be more 
excited for what God has in 
store for this next year! A 
few exciting developments 
coming in the future include:
	The launch of Young 

Adult ministry, specifically 
designed for the growing  
population of 20s and 30s 
in the city.

	The launch of a regular 
“Hope at Work” gathering, 
providing encouragement, 
equipping and support for 
the downtown business 
crowd and those seeking  
to experience Christ in  
their work.

	The development of more 
support groups and a 
recovery ministry for those 
struggling with hurts, habits 
and hang-ups.

I can’t wait to see what 
the coming year brings as 
God continues to change 
lives. Thank you to the 
entire Lutheran Church of 
Hope community for all of 
your prayers, support and 
dedication to our mission in 
the city!

Pastor Jon
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HOPE JOHNSTON-GRIMES
By Eric Voelker, Campus Pastor

“I am certain that God, who 
began the good work within 
you, will continue his work until 
it is finally finished on the day 
when Christ Jesus returns.”
Philippians 1:6

God’s faithfulness to build 
the church has been on 
full display this past year. 
His guiding presence over 
the past year has led our 
congregation to purchase 
land, fund a giving campaign, 
design a new church building 
and to now enter the 
construction phase. And this  
is not the only great building 
project God has been up to  
at Hope.

God’s faithfulness continues 
to grow the church deeper 
and wider. Attendance has 
risen steadily at our three 
weekend worship services 
where God’s love is being 

introduced to the regular flow 
of visitors and newcomers 
to church. This year has also 
been a heavy formation 
year for our members in 
volunteering regularly across 
all ministries.

God’s faithfulness has led 
us to expand our staff with 
a full-time Children’s Ministry 
Director to increase our 
capacity to lead and provide 
biblical teaching and fun 
learning opportunities for 
the next generation. Our 
student ministries, PowerLife 
and Ignition, have impacted 
hundreds of students with 
Jesus’ love this year with 
biblical and relevant teaching 
and life experiences.

God’s faithfulness this past 
year has built, restored and 
given new beginnings to 
relationships though our 
adult, small group, missions, 
recovery, prayer, care and 
hospitality ministries.

Your faithfulness to follow 
God’s invitational calling 
TO(be) KNOW(n) has made it 
possible to grow closer to him 
and closer to one another in 
Christian love. We have seen 
this take place as you have 
grown in capacity to serve. 

Here are a few highlights …
	Offering weekly worship to 

more than 510 (average) 
people

	Serving more than  
550 children at Vacation 
Bible School

	Teaching and encouraging 
more than 100 adults 
in men’s and women’s 
ministries

	Loving, nurturing and 
teaching 150 children every 
week in HopeKids

	Encouraging, teaching and 
leading 200 young people 
in PowerLife and Ignition

	Providing the financial gifts 
to operate and grow our 
ministry and mission as  
a church

	Praying for people at home, 
locally and globally – that 
they would know Christ

	Engaging and growing in 
relational faith with 300 
people in small groups

Our faithfulness to follow 
Jesus as his disciples will 
continue to be the rock on 
which he will build his church 
in the coming year(s). In the 
next year we will reach further 
into the community and invite 
people who are far from God 
into the church. We will come 
alongside one another as we 
worship, connect, grow and 
serve. I am looking forward to 
working alongside you in our 
mission to be faithful people 
of God.

14



Our faithfulness to follow Jesus as his disciples will continue to be 

the rock on which will build his church in the coming year(s).“

The excitement of building 
and moving into a permanent 
space is at an all-time high 
in our congregation and 
community. Along with many 
of you, I am very excited to 
continue to watch, learn, grow 
and walk in the faithfulness of 
God as he continues to grow 
us as his church to reach out 
to the world around us and 
share the everlasting love of 
Jesus Christ.

May God be glorified by  
our lives,

Pastor Eric
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HOPE WAUKEE
By Pat Quaid, Campus Pastor

“For everything comes from 
and exists by his power and 
is intended for his glory.” 
Romans 11:36

Our God is all about new 
beginnings, and it all starts 
with the Gospel.

This past year was certainly a 
year of new beginnings as we 
launched five new ministries. 
The start-up of PowerLife 
(junior high confirmation 
ministry), Ignition (high school 
ministry), men’s and women’s 
ministries, and 50+ (empty 
nesters, retirement) ministry 
all had tremendous impact as 
we strived TO (be) KNOW(n), 
Hope’s theme this last year. I 
get God-bumps just thinking 
about how the Spirit of God 
was alive and moving in all of 
those newfound relationships 
and groups.

So much of the God-thing 
around Hope is taking our 
large weekend gatherings 
from worship and finding 
community in small groups 
during the week.

“All the believers devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, and fellowship, and 
to sharing in meals (including 
the Lord’s Supper), and to 
prayer.” Acts 2:42

As you look through the 
pages of the Annual Report 
it’s impressive what Hope 
has been able to accomplish 
together. As was coined a  
few years ago, “we are  
better together.”

One of my true hopes for 
our Waukee campus this 
coming year is in our growing 
faithfulness to living out God’s 
greatest commandment found 
in Matthew 22:36-40, “Love 
the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.” 
What can God do through 
a community of people 
committed to following him?

In the coming months, a 
development team of about 
12 leaders will gather over 
a three-month period to 
prayerfully step into the 
strategic planning of the 
next five years. This plan will 
be a comprehensive look at 

discipleship, worship, prayer, 
church usage of property/
grounds, and a look out to the 
growing Waukee community 
and world for ways to engage 
in missions. This important 
work and plan will help guide 
our congregation in the 
months and years to come.  
I look forward to the Spirited 
prayer and conversations of 
the group, and what will come 
out of the collective work.

Hope Grows Here, which was 
our congregation’s first initial 
capital campaign to purchase 
the church property and 
building for $4.25 million in 
2015, will enter into its third 
year. Starting in January 2018, 
we will enter into our third and 
final year of the campaign. It 
was no accident that God led 
us to this tremendous facility, 
and it has allowed for ministry 
and mission to flow from this 
place. At the conclusion of 
this campaign (Dec. 31, 2018), 
barring that a gift of more than 
$3 million comes in before the 
date, we most likely will look to 
a new campaign to reduce the 
debt. Planning and preparation 
for Chapter 2: Hope Grows 
Here will begin this coming 
spring/summer. How amazing 
would it be to pay off this 
mortgage in just a couple more 
years, and focus on outreach 
and missions?
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

Matthew 22:36-40

“
As we lean in and trust all  
of God’s promises for the 
future of Waukee, I can only 
say with thanksgiving how 
blessed we are to have such 
wonderful servant leaders 
within the congregation.  
There is no way our staff could 
do ministry and provide all 
these great programs without 
everyone coming together 
and pitching in. Thank you for 
participating and for stepping 
into volunteering when the call 
comes from our staff.

As a church staff, we have 
been really blessed this year 
with the addition of Jessy 
Vera, Worship Director, who 
came in November and has 
blessed our campus with great 
leadership and worship. Also, 
this past August we welcomed 
Chad Borgestad to full-time 
ministry in overseeing our 
Adult and Student ministries. 
Along with Wendy, Allison, 
Jordyn, Darrick, Sarah and 
Rosemary, this coming year 
looks to be another exciting 
and Spirit-filled year!

Buckle up, church! We are 
inviting more of the Holy Spirit 
to lead, guide and direct our 
paths this year. 

Pastor Pat

17



“Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything 
with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything 
completely, just as God now knows me completely.” 1 Corinthians 13:12

2016-17
SERMON
SERIES A LOOK BACK AT OUR

SERMON SERIES IN 2016-17

18



Together
life

TO
  (be) 
KNOW(n)
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ONE CHURCH
MULTIPLE 
LOCATIONS
ANNUAL GROWTH CHART (past 10 years – September – August)

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2007

2006

12,439

11,115

10,536

10,231

9,880

9,123

8,408

7,480

6,801

5,654

4,713

“So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.” Romans 10:17

2008

20
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Reaffirmation of Baptisms: 96

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE ACROSS ALL CAMPUSES (September 2016 – August 2017) 

21

“For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20

WDM: 7,910

1,485

434

510

748

117*

42

1,193

12,439

ANK:

DSM:

J-G:

WKE:

AMES:

Hope Local:

Hope Online:

TOTAL:

Christmas Eve 
Services

attendance:

36,372

Easter
Services

attendance:

29,681

*Hope Ames launched Aug. 20, 2017. Attendance average was calculated based on attendance of Hope Local – Ames prior to launch.
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REAFFIRMATION
OF BAPTISMS

BAPTISMS
“I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” Mark 1:8

22

ANK

103
DSM

99
J-G

31
WKE

36
WDM

563

TOTAL NUMBER
OF BAPTISMS:

832
96
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HOPE
ONLINE
“… the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

OVERALL PAGE VIEWS

2,129,882
OVERALL USERS

224,818
TECHNOLOGY

TOTAL PAGE VIEWS BY CAMPUS

HOPEONLINE.TV
(Nov. 1, 2016 – Aug. 31, 2017)

Desktop

45%Accessed from

82 Countries
and all

50 states
Mobile

35%

Tablet

19%

HopeOnline.tv
79,931

Ames (site launched in April)
11,970

Waukee
69,239

Johnston-Grimes
43,507

Des Moines
63,711

Ankeny
131,730

42%
Desktop

58%
mobile
device/
tablet

West Des Moines
1,051,828

1,193
People remotely 
tune in each 
week for service 
at 11:00 am
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TOP 10 PAGE VIEWS (NON-HOMEPAGE)

Worship

80,038
Connect

40,729
Calendar

38,173
Daily Bible  
Reading

31,552
VBS

26,552
Youth 

22,812
Grow 

22,406
Staff 

19,405
Serve 

18,557
Weekend 
Services 

17,720

Worship

7,287
Calendar

6,994
Weekend
Services

6,994
Connect

4,836
VBS

4,514
Youth

3,919
Staff

3,237
Serve

3201
Looking
Ahead

2,384
Grow

2,124

Worship

4,800
Calendar

3,757
Weekend
Services

2,674
Connect

2,298
Staff

1,896
Daily Bible
Readings

1,474
Youth

1,413
Serve

1,387
Contact

1,220
Looking
Ahead

1,134

Worship

2,559
Calendar

2,210
Youth

1,839
VBS

1,763
Weekend
Services

1,586
Building
Hope

1,464
Connect

1,281
Staff

1,178
PowerLife

855
Looking
Ahead

819

Calendar

4,139
Worship

3,253
Youth

3,253
Connect

2,446
VBS

2,295
Weekend
Services

2, 198
Waukee
Children’s
Center

1, 953
Staff

1,675
Looking
Ahead

1,371
Age 3 – 
Grade 5

1,361

Staff

1,935
Worship

1,506
Connect

581
Hope Ames
FAQ

532
Staff

512
Weekend
Services

315
Calendar

289
Directions
& Map

289
Contact

281
Grow

248

WDM Ankeny Des Moines J-G Waukee Ames

25

12,772
Media Plays

3,221
App Downloads

58,363
App Launches

THE HOPE APP (2016-17)



“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

A PLACE
FOR YOUTH

PowerLife and Ignition Students
26

7,019
Children and
Students participated 
in our school year 
programs



HOPEKIDS
age 3 – grade 6

27

  ANK – 767

DSM – 175

 J-G – 458

   WDM – 2,554

  WKE – 756

    TOTAL: 4,710



POWERLIFE
grades 6-8

POWERLIFE CONFIRMANDS
Number of 8th-grade students confirmed

   ANK – 277

DSM –  14

  JG – 206

    WDM – 1,119

 WKE – 120

     TOTAL:  1,736

   ANK – 77

DSM – 5

  J-G – 4 

    WDM – 206

 WKE – 24

     TOTAL: 316

SERVING 
TOGETHER!
950+ students 
and volunteers 
came together 
to package 
201,528 
meals during 
PowerLife’s 
“Share the 
Love” meal 
packaging 
event in 
partnership 
with Meals 
from the 
Heartland!

All-campus “Share the Love” PowerLife event

Hope Johnston-Grimes PowerLifeHope West Des Moines PowerLife

28

   
 



IGNITION
grades 9-12

  ANK – 119

DSM – 11

 J-G – 52

   WDM – 274

  WKE – 117

    TOTAL: 573

“I am a devoted Christian now that I have been involved in the youth ministry for a very long time, it really has changed me.”  
– Student

BIGSTUF 2017
135 high school students and leaders traveled to BigStuf Camps in
Panama City Beach, Fla., for a week of worship, playing on the beach,
growing in faith and creating memories with friends.

29



YOUTH BAPTISMS
Age 18 and under

““Start children off on the 

way they should go, and 

even when they are old they 

will not turn from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6

ONE BODY SPECIAL NEEDS
“...Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong.”  
– 1 Corinthians 16:13

The purpose of Hope’s One Body Special Needs Ministry 
is to reach out to the community of individuals with special 
needs (children and adults alike) to share the everlasting 
love of Jesus Christ! This is done by providing these 
individuals with access to worship, service, fellowship, and 
discipleship, while also walking alongside all members of 
their families and care providers. 

30

ANK

103
DSM

19
J-G

29
WKE

42
WDM

429

Total Number Of Baptisms:

622

children and
students

adults

THANK YOU
TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
“Getting to know these kids, building real relationships with them and 
watching their faith grow is one of the most fulfilling parts of my life. 
Serving with HopeKids has had an impact on my whole family. My 
husband has found joy in it, my older kids have settled into their own 
roles in service, and my youngest has started many conversations 
about God and faith because of it.” – Youth Ministry Volunteer

937
Adults served as
a part of Youth & 
Family programing

93 35



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Age 3 – grade 5

3,634
Volunteers served
during Vacation
Bible School

Hope Ankeny

Hope Waukee

Hope Johnston-Grimes

Hope Des Moines

Hope West Des Moines
31

   ANK – 1302

DSM – 187

 J-G – 606

    WDM – 6147

 WKE – 689

     TOTAL: 8931



MISSIONS
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“And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that  
please God.” Hebrews 13:16

“I am blown away by the amazing outpouring of love, support and service given by Hopesters to our local and global 
neighbors in need. From the new churches taking life in Ghana, to empowering at-risk youth, responding to natural disasters, 
and supporting of our local homeless community … the list goes on and on. We can say without a doubt that our world and 
community look physically different because of your work and support! Not a week goes by where I don’t hear a God-sized 
story of transformation happening because of the impact of Hope. Thank you!”

Matt McNeece, Missions Director, Lutheran Church of Hope

2016 ADVENT 
PROJECT: CABINS
OF HOPE
Money Raised:

$307,769.10
In our 2016 Advent Project, 
we partnered with Wildwood 
Hills Ranch to build cabins 
to help volunteers better 
serve at-risk youth in our 
community. The money 
raised through this project is 
enough to build six cabins. 

2017 LENTEN 

PROJECT:
LET’S BUILD MORE
Money Raised:

$699,099.80
In our 2017 Lenten Project,
we partnered with 
GlobeServe Ministries to build 
churches in West Africa. The 
money raised through this 
project is enough to build 175 
churches in Ghana!

ELCA DISASTER 
RESPONSE
Money Raised:

$148,758.59
In times of crisis and natural 
disaster, you continue to step 
up and raise the necessary 
funds needed to help these 
areas respond and rebuild. 
100% of all donations we 
raised went to provide 
immediate support to 
affected areas. 

Building churches. Growing the Kingdom.

…And how can they hear about
him unless someone tells them?

Romans 10:14

Let’s Build

”“

HOPE 2017 LENTEN PROJECT

Number of
Mission Trips:

23
Number of
short-term
missionaries: 

233
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LOCAL MISSION 
PARTNERS:
Alpha Iowa
Bidwell Riverside  
Booster Pak Program         
Central Iowa Shelter & 

Services
DELTA - Emerging 

Leadership Training
DMARC    
Dorothy’s House
Elim Christian 

Fellowship
Family Promise of 

Greater Des Moines
Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes
Freedom For Youth
Hawthorn Hill
Hope Ministries
Imani Church
Ingham Okoboji 

Lutheran Bible Camp        
InnerVisions Health 

Care
Joppa
Joshua Christian 

Academy
Lutheran Services Iowa
Primary Health Care
Riverside Lutheran 

Bible Camp
Ruth Harbor
Single Parent Provision
Disaster Relief – 

Chainsaw ministry
Waukee Area Christian 

Services
Wildwood Hills Ranch
Youth Emergency 

Services & Shelter    
(YESS)

SOUPER BOWL 
FOOD DRIVE
Money Raised:

$35,894.31 
During our annual Souper 
Bowl Food Drive, we set 
the goal to fill the shelves 
of every food pantry in 
central Iowa! Many food 
pantries throughout the area 
experience food shortages 
during the winter months … 
and it’s our goal to help 
do something about that! 
Nonperishable food items 
are brought in and placed 
throughout our church 
buildings as people come 
to worship. Hundreds of 
volunteers then sort and 
distribute the food to local 
pantries throughout the 
week. What a blessing to be 
able to provide food to those 
in our community who might 
otherwise go without! It’s 
good to be the church!

FILL-A-BACKPACK 
CHALLENGE
Backpacks Distributed:

3,060
Backpacks and school 
supply lists were provided 
to those wanting to fill them 
and return them to Hope for 
distribution to low-income 
families in Des Moines. 
Thanks to your generosity, 
thousands of students were 
able to have school supplies 
this year!

ANNUAL MEALS 
FROM THE 
HEARTLAND  
THANKSGIVING 
PACKAGING EVENT
Meals Packaged:

223,128
Volunteers:

793

LIVING OUT
OUR MISSION

$4.28 million
was given through missions
Half of those dollars were distributed 

locally, and the other 
half globally.



(continued from page 34)

“GlobeServe partnership with Lutheran Church of Hope helps us share the everlasting love of God 
through the planting of over 500 churches in Ghana and Togo, demonstrating God’s amazing love 
through the mobilization of communities for the provision of clean drinking water and women 
empowerment projects, and the making of more disciples and transformational leaders who are ready 
to turn West Africa upside down for Jesus Christ.”
Pastor Sam Dunya, GlobeServe

“When I think about what 
Lutheran Church of Hope 
brings to Central Iowa Shelter 
& Services, I think about how 
much your congregation does 
to serve our clients. We receive 
monetary donations, which we 
very much need, but beyond that, 
the congregation is involved. 
They care about people in need in 
this community and you see that 
when they are here interacting 
with our clients – serving meals, 
putting together supply bags or 
just providing hope to someone 
who needs it. We appreciate 
you standing in the gap and 
helping us find a solution to 
homelessness!”   
Melissa O’Neil, Chief Executive Officer, 
Central Iowa Shelter & Services

“Lutheran Church of Hope has been an amazing 
partner for Many Hands for Haiti. Through this 
partnership, we’ve been able to install over 
787 cement floors into homes in Haiti, directly 
helping 4,722 people. The generosity of the 
congregation to engage in God-sized projects is 
both humbling and exciting. In obedience, we 
walk forward together to transform together in 
this broken world.”
Tim Brand, Founder & Executive Leader, Many Hands for Haiti

“Meals from the Heartland is blessed by the 
support provided by Lutheran Church of Hope. 
Hope has supported the packaging of nearly 
700,000 meals in the last year, which have  
fed hungry people both here in Central Iowa, 
as well as many locations around the world. 
Not only has Hope provided the funds to 
purchase this food, but we are blessed by  
the number of Hope members that volunteer  
in many different capacities.”
Susan K Bunz, Executive Director, Meals from the Heartland

“The Lutheran Church of Hope family provides hope, love and 
care to highly traumatized and vulnerable girls and children 
who live in arguably the most desperate and dangerous places 
on the globe. Through their 10 years of partnership with 
ChildVoice, hundreds of children have come to know Jesus 
and now are rebuilding their lives and providing a future 
for their families in these war torn regions of Uganda, South 
Sudan and Nigeria. Hope’s volunteers, prayers and financial 
support are magnified many times over with what is truly the 
least of these. For that, these children say ‘Thank You!’”
Conrad Mandsager, President and CEO, ChildVoice International

“Hope’s partnership with Freedom for Youth 
Ministries is making a huge difference in the lives 
of hundreds of young people in Des Moines and 
central Iowa who are in need of assistance. 141 
Hopesters are currently volunteering on a regular 
basis, and Hope’s financial support is an integral 
part in supporting the operating budget to reach 
over 600 youth each week.”
Mark D. Nelson, Executive Director, Freedom for Youth Ministries
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GLOBAL MISSION 
PARTNERS:
Blessman International 

South Africa

ChildVoice International 
Uganda 

Convoy of Hope 
Springfield

Cornerstone of Hope 
Nigeria

Emmaus Bible Ministry
 Israel 

GlobeServe Ministries 
Ghana

Homes of Hope
 Mexico

Love into Action 
Bethlehem

Many Hands for Haiti 
 Haiti

Robin’s Nest Children’s 
Home

 Jamaica

World Relief
 Democratic Republic 

of Congo 

Mission Appalachia

Mission Israel

Mission LakotaMission Navajo

Mission Ghana
35



CONFERENCES

36

“For the Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6

2017 Hope
Parenting 

Conference
Attendance:

355

2016 Hope 
Leadership 
Conference 
Attendance:

379



Hope Leadership Conference
Oct. 12-14, 2016

We believe strong Christian leaders are essential to the positive growth of teams, churches, 
organizations, communities… and the world! Launched in 2015, the Hope Leadership Conference is an 
inspiring and transformational experience, aimed at building servant leaders in the church!

“One of the major goals of the Hope Leadership Conference is to stimulate new ideas among the 
people who attend. I heard someone say at a conference a long time ago, “you are only one new idea 
away from transformation.” I never forgot those words, and I have seen new ideas have enormous 
power. The Hope Leadership Conference presents many new ideas, and hopefully stimulates ideas we 
have not yet even envisioned.”

Pastor Merv Thompson,
Lutheran Church of Hope
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Hope Parenting Conference
Saturday, Aug. 19, 2017

In August, Hope hosted the inaugural Hope Parenting Conference, a new opportunity for parents 
aimed to help equip them with the tools needed to effectively raise kids God’s way!

“Let’s face it, parenting is easy … until we have kids of our own. Raising kids is the most incredible gift – 
bringing us joy and love in new ways. It can also challenge us like we’ve never been challenged before 
… time and time again. It’s important to remember amidst these challenges, that God’s right there 
with us as we go back and forth (sometimes in a matter of seconds) from the joys to the frustrations 
of raising kids. As a church, we want to be right there with you, too … cheering you on, sharing in the 
journey and helping however we can!”

Emily Langpaul,
Youth & Family Ministry Director
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“

NEW MEMBERS
“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27

EXPECTATIONS OF MEMBERS:
1. Worship as a “getta” instead of a “gotta!”

2. Continually grow to be more like Jesus!

3. Find your place in a Life Group!

4. Give as a matter of faith, not guilt!

5. Find balance in your life with daily quiet time with God!

20,689
Total members

at all of our 
campuses

986
People became Hope members

“The heart of Hope can’t be found in the numbers, but only in the people 

behind those numbers. Each one is important. Each one of you is here for  

a reason that God knows, and that you can discover. There’s a place for  

you at Hope. In the midst of a very large church, if you look just a 

little closer, you will find that there are literally hundreds of smaller 

“communities” and groups where you can get connected and where 

everyone knows your name!”

Pastor Mike
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“When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 
hospitality.” Romans 12:13

THANK YOU, 
VOLUNTEERS!
Serving others is one of the greatest blessings God offers us. Acts of selfless service allow us to bring 
glory to God and shine his light in this world! Our weekend services could not happen without dedicated 
volunteers welcoming, leading and guiding all who enter our doors. Jesus calls us to be hospitable to all – 
friends and strangers alike. Thank you for being the light, Hope! 

““Don’t forget to show hospitality 

to strangers, for some who have 

done this have entertained angels 

without realizing it!” 

Hebrews 13:2

More than

1,348
hospitality 
volunteers 
serve each 
weekend 

at all of our 
campuses
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YOUNG ADULTS
“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what  
you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

Thursdays, 
7:00 pm,

Hope West 
Des Moines 

100
young adults 

worship 
each week at 

REVIVE

“About a year ago, I moved to West Des 
Moines from Chicago. I was looking for a place 
where I could worship our wonderful God 
and meet young adults. REVIVE provided me 
with both. I have found a community through 
REVIVE, and now a leadership role, and for all 
of this I am thankful.”
– REVIVE participant

“Less than a year after checking out a REVIVE 
social on a random Friday, I am so happy to 
say that I have found myself a close circle of 
girl friends who strive to live by His word and 
with whom I feel comfortable asking advice
and sharing sermons, verses and other 
inspirational messages. Even more rewarding 
is the way in which these new relationships 
have inspired me to speak openly about God, 
the Bible and his active presence in my life 
with old friends. It is amazing to see how he 
is molding my relationships and helping me 
grow through both new and old friends.”
– REVIVE participant

REVIVE, Hope’s ministry for young adults in their 20-30s, worships together each Thursday with worship 
led by young adults and a message geared toward this stage in life. Young adults from REVIVE served 
in a variety of ways this last year – at Hope with VBS, Taste of Hope, as leaders with Ignition, PowerLife 
and HopeKids, in the community at Freedom for Youth and Joppa, and by traveling to Tijuana with the 
Homes of Hope mission trip to build a home in a weekend. We launched a new interest-based small 
group ministry called Crews this year. Each group gathers to connect over a common interest (travel, 
games or being with others of the same gender), to grow in faith and to serve with one of Hope’s mission 
partners of their choosing. God is up to fun things in these Crews! 

– Jamie Richards, REVIVE Minister
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“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what  
you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

Kairos for college students launched Aug. 23, 2017 and meets weekly, featuring captivating live music 
and an inspiring message. Kairos is a Greek word from Scripture meaning “opportune time or defining 
moment for us to find new life.” The goal of this weekly meet-up is to give college students (believers 
and non-believers alike) a spiritually safe place to explore Christianity and discover the joy of living in 
God’s unconditional love. ALL students are always welcome!

Wednesdays,
8:00 pm

Hope Ames



CARE &
OUTREACH
“Meeting with women one-2-one during a difficult time in their lives has strengthened my faith. 
To observe the Holy Spirit bring them peace and healing in the midst of their suffering is an 
overwhelmingly joyful and powerful experience for them and for me.”
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“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should 
love each other.” John 13:34

“My life is so enriched by those I 
walk beside and I thank God for 
every opportunity to serve.”

“Celebrate Recovery has given me direction in my life 
to help me cope with my addiction. CR has given me 
other men I can relate, confide and trust. CR has given 
me hope and family and most importantly the faith I 
have always longed for. I can feel God leading me and 
it’s a great feeling.” 

“Thank you for being there for us 
during a very difficult time. Our family 
was amazed at all the wonderful 
service and caring that you showed all 
of us. We will never forget.”

“I have been a hospital visitor since the year 2000. Each time I visit someone, whether it’s sharing 
in the joy of the birth of a baby or to pray for healing and relief from pain for the patient, I am 
blessed and hope they have felt the love of Christ in my prayers and visit. I would not have believed 
I would ever be able to walk into a stranger’s room and pray with them. It truly is the Spirit of God 
that gives me the confidence and words to share with each patient.”

“Thanks for being awesome! Thanks for 
taking care of us! Thanks for treating us 
like family!”
 
 Celebrate Recovery



“My life is so enriched by those I walk beside 

and I thank God for every opportunity to serve.”“

43

130
Participate in 

worship
and a meal 
weekly with 

Breakfast Club 
in DSM

95
Funerals

25
Trained 

hospital visitors 
visit hospitals
every day of 
the week, 52 
weeks a year, 

to provide 
prayer and 

encouragement

26
One-2-One 
volunteers 

provide
support
for those 

going through 
difficult times

40
Outreach 

Night volunteers 
sort, greet and 

serve dinner 
each week

in WDM

70+
Celebrate 
Recovery 
volunteers
each week

in WDM
and ANK

10
The Landing 

volunteers 
connect with 
30 students 
each week

400
People eat 
a free meal 
weekly on 
Thursday

Nights
in WDM

900
People served 

each month 
through Hope 
Ankeny’s food 

pantry, The 
Cupboard

300
Attend 

Celebrate 
Recovery each 
week in WDM 

and ANK



“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the 
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.” Colossians 3:16
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1,086
People 

took
Alpha 

1,549
People

in a 
registered  
Life Group

 6,640
People 
took a 
class

94
Weddings

GROWING IN 
FAITH TOGETHER
“…grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All glory to him, both now 
and forever!” 2 Peter 3:18

WEDDINGS
Weddings at Lutheran Church of Hope are 

a joyous celebration of God’s love – a time 
to worship our Lord as he joins together a 
couple in a life-long marriage as husband 
and wife.

“And you must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, 
and all your strength. The second is equally 
important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
No other commandment is greater than 
these.” – Mark 12:30-31

 



FINANCIALS
Analysis of Revenues and Expenses – Summary
September 2016 to July 2017
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Ames  |  Ankeny  |  Des Moines  |  Johnston-Grimes  |  Waukee  |  West Des Moines


