
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 27 & 28, 2016 
Five Leaps of Faith: Radical Discipleship for Regul ar Christians 
“Dream Big” Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
OPENING 
In our main Scripture passage for this week, Isaiah has a vision that would send most of us hiding under a blanket 
or running far and fast. Often when God places a request for action in front of us, our reaction is full of anxiety, 
excuses (like Moses), or to run (like Jonah). We’ll explore what our response might have been to such a vision 
and request, as well as look at a recurring theme from Isaiah’s vision.  
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
"Isaiah’s Commission” 
Read Isaiah 6:1-8  

• When were you last called into the office of your boss or chief of staff? What for? How did that affect you? 
How might that relate to Isaiah’s experience in the beginning of this passage?  

• Imagine you are Isaiah. What do you tell a friend that you saw, heard, felt and smelled in verses 1-4?  
• What questions about God’s nature and purpose does this encounter raise for you?  
• Compare Isaiah’s response in verse 8 with verse 5. What is significant about that?  

 
"Cleansing” 
Read Matthew 3:11-12  

• Who is speaking in this passage? Who is he referring to in verse 11? With what will the person in verse 
11 baptize?  

• What recurring theme in verse 11 do we see also in the Isaiah passage?   
• What do you think a baptism of Holy Spirit & fire meant for those hearing this message?  
• What might be holding you back from serving as God has called you? Are you waiting for a “cleansing or 

baptism”? 
 
"Isaiah points to Jesus” 
Read John 12:37-50  

• Who is the presumed author of the book of John? Who do you think the author is addressing in verses 37-43?  
• How is Jesus like a light?  
• What correlations of lips/speaking do you see between this passage and the Isaiah passage?  
• When have you felt pressured by fear to keep quiet about your faith? What happened?  
• Why do you think God has sent you to your world?  

 
 

APPLICATION  
Consider what Isaiah’s life might have been like before this vision appeared to him. Think about what your 
response would have been to such a vision, and how you feel about that response. How can you be more bold in 
accepting a challenge put before you this week? How can you look to Jesus and live in his light this week? Notice 
where you feel anxiety, excuses or a lack of action this week and pray for the light of Jesus to be shone into those 
areas. 


