
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 24 & 25, 2016 
Rediscover Christmas: “Right Here, Right Now” 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
 
 

OPENING 
It is easy for us to forget the meaning of Christmas. It is not just in December when we are distracted by presents, 
shopping, cookies, family, finances and the like, but we can forget what Christmas means for us personally 
throughout the year. Mary’s career as the mother of the son of God started miraculously, with angels, shepherds, 
and stars. However, Scripture mentions nothing extraordinary about Jesus that would suggest that the predictions 
about him were to come true for about 12 whole years! However, Mary reflected on the meaning of the message 
of Christmas, the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah, repeatedly. She was looking for God to make good on his 
word about Jesus. And in time, he did!  
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

“The Birth of Jesus” 
Read Luke 2:1-7 

 Why was it important that Joseph was a descendant of King David? (Hint: See 2 Samuel 7) Why does 
Luke include details like who was emperor and who was governor? (See Luke 1:1-4) Why was it 
important that Joseph went to Bethlehem? (See Micah 5:2) What do you think it was like for Joseph 
to go to small town Bethlehem with a very pregnant fiancée? What do you think it was like to be 
Mary? Why do you think there was no lodging available for them?  

 
Read Luke 2:8-14 

 Who else guarded flocks of sheep in Bethlehem? (1 Samuel 16) Why do you think it was significant 
that the angel appeared to shepherds in Bethlehem? How does the angel describe the message he 
brings? It this how you view Christmas? Why or why not? 

 
Read Luke 2:15-20 

 What was the reaction to the story about the shepherds hearing about Jesus from an angel in the 
field? Why do you think they reacted that way? What do you think it means that Mary kept all these 
things in her heart? Why do you think Luke includes the line that “It was just as the angel told them?” 

 

APPLICATION 

Do you ever struggle to believe that God’s promises will happen just as he said? Do his promises ever start to feel 
like “been there, done that” or too slow to matter? How so? What are the promises of God that you can ponder 
this week? How can you remind yourself to keep the significance of that promise in front of you?  
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Sunday, Dec. 25  Luke 2:1-20 
Monday, Dec. 26  Micah 5:2-4 
Tuesday, Dec. 27  2 Samuel 5:1-10 
Wednesday, Dec. 28  2 Samuel 7:12-16 
Thursday, Dec. 29  Numbers 24:15-19 
Friday, Dec. 30   Isaiah 7:10-16 
Saturday, Dec. 31  Hosea 11:1-11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A2&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A2-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+5%3A1-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+7%3A12-16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+24%3A15-19&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A10-16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+11%3A1-11&version=NLT

