
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 31, 2016 & Jan. 1, 2017 
“First Things First” 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

OPENING 
Turning the calendar over to a new year is often incredibly exciting and refreshing. It provides many of us a 
starting point where we can begin to put first things first in our lives again. The Gospel of Matthew tells us to “seek 
first the Kingdom of God.” (6:33) If someone was to look at your life in 2016, what would they guess was your 
“first thing?” This week we dig into what it means to put God first in our lives. How can you make God your first 
thing?  
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

“Visitors from the east” 
Read Matthew 2:1-12 

 Who were the wise men/magi in this passage? What does it say about them that they traveled a far 
distance to worship a baby? What were they putting first in their lives? What were some things they 
may have been giving up? Why did Herod react the way he did? What did he fear? What did he place 
first in his life? 

 
“Love casts out fear” 

Read 1 John 4:18-21 

 We all have fears. What are the things in your life that you fear? How do you respond to the world as 
a result of those fears? Are you making something, besides God, “first” in your life because of a fear? 
How can you go about giving those fears over to God? 

 What does John say about how fear relates to loving all people? Think of someone that is difficult to 
love. How can you go about reconciling it and loving the person despite differences? 

 
“Teaching about money and possessions” 

Read Matthew 6:19-34 

 Verse 33 is one of the more well-known ones from this passage of Scripture. What is Jesus saying 
about putting God’s Kingdom first in our lives? What will God give you? 

 How does this teaching from Jesus relate to our fears? How important are money and possessions to 
you? What sticks out to you from this passage as surprising? What part is most helpful for you? 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Is there anything you’re putting ahead of God in your life? These things can keep us from the abundant life Jesus 
talks about in John 10:10. Discuss with your group what it would look like to put God first in your life this year and 
make a plan to work toward that goal. Spend time in prayer asking God how he would like you to grow in 2017. 
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Sunday, Jan. 1    Matthew 2:1-12 Wednesday, Jan. 4   Exodus 18:7-12     Saturday, Jan. 7    John 17:1-5 
Monday, Jan. 2   Genesis 3:1-7  Thursday, Jan. 5       Ezekiel 37:24-28 
Tuesday, Jan. 3  Genesis 15:1-6 Friday, Jan. 6          John 8:12-20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+18%3A7-12&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A24-28&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12-20&version=NLT

