
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 3 & 4, 2016 
Rediscover Christmas: “Something’s Gotta Give” 
Scripture: Luke 1:11-25 
 
 
 

OPENING 
Last week we started a new sermon series called “Rediscover Christmas.” So, over these five weeks we’ll be 
doing just that; taking a new look at a story we’re so familiar with. Our Scripture passage tells about John the 
Baptist’s parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth. This event is significant because it paves the way for the birth of 
Jesus. 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

“The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold” 
Read Luke 1:5-25 

 Put yourself in Elizabeth and Zechariah’s position. What are the emotions you’re feeling at different 
points in this passage? How is your relationship with God after verse 7? What about after verse 13? 
And verse 24? 

 Have you ever doubted God like Zechariah did in verse 18? Explain. How did that situation influence 
your faith? How was God faithful? Was the end result different than you expected? 

 

“Prophecy of John the Baptist” 
Read Malachi 3:1 

 What does this passage say about John the Baptist? How does John point to Jesus? What do you 
think is the purpose of sending John before Jesus? What is John’s role? 
 

Read Malachi 4:1-5 

 How did the angel of the Lord, Gabriel, use this passage to tell Zechariah about John? What would 
Zechariah have known about this passage? Would he have recognized that it was from Malachi? 

 

APPLICATION 
This week, ask God to prepare your heart for Christmas. As we go through the Advent season, continually find 
ways to bring Jesus into focus. Again, ask God to show you how to make Jesus the center of your Christmas 
celebration. 
 
 

Daily Bible Readings 
Saturday, Dec. 3 Micah 5:1-15  Wednesday, Dec. 7 Psalm 146:1-10 

Sunday, Dec. 4 Luke 1:11-25  Thursday, Dec. 8 James 5:1-10 

Monday, Dec. 5 Isaiah 35:1-10  Friday, Dec. 9 Matthew 11:2-11 

Tuesday, Dec. 6 Isaiah 61:1-11  Saturday, Dec. 10 Luke 1:26-41 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A1-15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+146%3A1-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A11-25&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A1-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35%3A1-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A2-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A1-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-41&version=NLT

