
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb. 13-14, 2016 
“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: More Than a Feeling” 
John 11:30-35 

 
OPENING  
Who was Jesus — more directly and importantly — who is Jesus? In this Lenten sermon series we are asking the 
question because there is a lot of confusion, and because through Scripture, God offers us some real and really 
reassuring answers. One of the ways we trip up when trying to answer this question is to think of Jesus in 
spiritual, lofty and intangible ways; the truth is that Jesus came as a man — God in the flesh. The true 
significance of this cannot be overstated — God moved into the neighborhood!  
 
PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
  
THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “ah-ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
 

INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“Jesus Wept” 
 

Read John 11:30-35 

 What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what 
is confusing? What does it mean to you that Jesus weeps? Does God have emotion, fears and hopes 
the way we do?   

 
“God with us” 
 

Read Isaiah 55:9-11; Job 38:1-11; Matthew 1:18-23; Philippians 2:5-8; John 1:14   

 What is the significance of God becoming human? This is one of the biggest questions in theology, 
and one thing that separates Christianity from every other faith. God comes down to us while religion 
is always about climbing to God. How does this make Christianity different? Does this make God less 
holy and powerful? Does it somehow elevate the human condition?  
 

“A deep anger welled up within him” 
 

Read John 11:33 

 Have you ever felt ashamed of your feelings? Have you ever thought that feeling angry or sad was a 
sign that your faith was weak? Have you ever felt unable to bring your feelings to God? Does knowing 
that God has been there too change your perspective?   

 
APPLICATION  

There is no human experience that God can’t relate to. There is no struggle or fear that is beneath God. There is 
no concern that you can’t bring to God. If there are burdens you’ve been bearing because you’ve been afraid to 
give them to God, do it this week. Think through your concept of God and explore if God becoming human fits into 
your theology. If not, why not? How would it change things? 


