
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb. 20-21, 2016 
“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: Your Own Personal Jesus” 
Mark 8:31-38 
 

 
OPENING  
Today there are so many people who have so many ideas about who Jesus, the son of a Jewish carpenter who 
lived in the Middle East 2000 years ago, really was. Some say he was a very nice guy who gave us some great 
teachings on love and sacrifice. Others say he was a religious lunatic who ended up attracting followers as crazy 
as he was. Still others remain faithful and say Jesus was raised from the dead and is the Savior of the world! 
People were divided on who Jesus really was when he walked the earth as well. Some thought he was a rebel 
rouser, others, a miracle worker and prophet, and some were able to see Jesus for who Jesus said he was. Yet 
even some of his closest followers want Jesus to be what they wanted him to be and not who he really is… 
 
PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
  
THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “ah-ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
 

INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  

“Peter’s Declaration of Faith” 
 

Read Mark 8:27-30 

 Why did Jesus ask his disciples who “people” say that he was? Why would the disciples care about 
who people say Jesus was? What do John the Baptist, Elijah, and the other prophets have in 
common? How was Jesus different than this? Why did Jesus ask the disciples who they thought he 
was in contrast to the people? Why do we learn from the fact that Jesus told the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah yet?  

 

“Jesus First Predicts His Death” 
 

Read Mark 8:31-38 

 Why does Jesus refer to himself as the “Son of Man?” (See Daniel 7) Why was Jesus so specific 
about the detail of what would happen to him? How could Peter say that Jesus was the Messiah one 
minute and the next try to stop Jesus from saying what would happen to him? What was wrong with 
what Peter did? Why was Peter’s point of view merely human? Why was God’s point of view even 
better? 

 
 
APPLICATION  

Ask God to show you who Jesus really is. Take time to read further in Mark’s Gospel and note the character of 
Jesus. List out the ways you imagine Jesus to be. Is he angry? Distant? Judgmental? Write out what you want 
Jesus to be and why. Take time to see what actually matches up with who he said he was. 
 


