
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb. 27-28, 2016 
“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: Conspiracy T heories” 
2 Timothy 4:1-7 
 
 

OPENING  
The world is filled with conspiracy theories. Who really shot JFK? Did Elvis really die? The photos of the moon 
landing were altered, right? The list goes on and on, and Christianity is not immune. Wasn’t Jesus married? Who 
was Mary Magdalene really? Didn’t he have kids? Did you read The Da Vinci Code? What about the Apocrypha? 
While the world continues to feed our appetite for mystery and conspiracy, we can look to the Bible to find truth. 
“And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:32   
 

PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
  
THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “ah-ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“Itching Ears” 
 

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-7 
• In what ways do you see people today looking “for teachers who will tell them what their itching ears 

want to hear?” What truths are people rejecting and what myths are they chasing? Talk about the 
conspiracies around Jesus. How can we “keep a clear mind in every situation” when these topics 
come up? In what ways do your beliefs about God reflect your own desires rather than the realities of 
God revealed? How do we seek truth concerning these things?  

 
“The Truth Will Set You Free” 
 

Read John 8:31-59 
• In this passage, where does Jesus say lies come from? Why can lies and conspiracies be so 

appealing to people? How can we be set free from the father of lies? How do we remain faithful to 
Jesus’ teachings? What does this passage say about who Jesus is? 

 
 “False Teachings” 
 

Read 1 Timothy 1:3-7 
• What does this passage say about discussing myths? Why are these conversations meaningless? 

How do they add to or detract from living a life of faith? How can we embody the ideals in verse 5? Do 
conspiracies have a place in that? How are we called to “stop those whose teaching is contrary to the 
truth?” What does that mean for you? 

 
APPLICATION  
This week, ask God to continue showing you the truth about who he is. Thank him for being a God of truth and 
love. Pray that he would give you the words to defend your faith and to defend his honor when it is questioned. 
Trust that he is who he says he is and he is worthy of all glory and praise. 


