
Sermon Discussion Guide 
July 2 & 3, 2016 
“Songs for the Summer: O Praise the Name/Praise to the Lord” 
Psalm 103:1-8 
 
 
OPENING 
This is the last week in the “Songs for the Summer” sermon series, and what a theme to end on: PRAISE! This 
weekend our songs are ‘O Praise the Name’ and ‘Praise to the Lord.’ Scripture is full of verses about praising 
God in all circumstances and feelings. Let’s take a look!  
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
"Mouths of Praise” 
Read Hebrews 13:15   
• What do you think is the fruit of lips that openly profess the name of Jesus? How do we praise God through 

the name of Jesus? What could that look like in your life?  
 
"Praise the Lord” 
Read Psalm 103 
• Notice how you respond to this passage. Do you identify with the praises David sings here? Or do your 

praises and prayers look different? 
• If your praises are different, what is different about them? Are they more positive? More negative? Bigger or 

smaller? More or less observant?  
• If you were to contextualize this song of praise to your life in 2016, what words would you change? Which 

verses or words would stay the same?  
 
“Praise in all times”  
Read Acts 16:22-28  
• What were Paul and Silas doing around midnight in jail? Why do you think that was the way they chose to 

spend their time? What do you think it was like for others in jail to experience the sound of that?  
• Do you have an experience from your own life or a friend’s life where praise happened in the middle of 

hardships? How did that impact the experience of the hard times?  
 
APPLICATION  
David is one of the most prolific writers of praise songs. He speaks to God about all situations in his life. Paul and 
Silas are another great example of praising God in the midst of difficult times. May we be inspired and learn from 
their examples to have mouths of praise! Sing, read, or pray the contextualized Psalm from the second section 
multiple times this week, as well as the original in Psalms. Spend some time looking for Psalms that match how 
your relationship with God has been lately and pray them to God as your own words! 


