
Sermon Discussion Guide 
March 19 & 20, 2016 
“A (Shockingly) New Kind of King” 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
 
 

OPENING  
Palm Sunday is a nice tradition in the church with nice leaves and nice children’s songs, and other nice religious 
things. But 2000 years ago, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem for the final time before he died, it was a lot like a 
king. Kings often rode horses and had grand processions when they entered a city. Jesus had a donkey and a 
rag-tag bunch of disciples singing praise to God. Jesus was not only fulfilling the prophecies about the Messiah 
from Scriptures written centuries earlier, but he came in as a new kind of King, different than the secular world 
had ever seen and different than the religious world expected! 
 
 

PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
  
 

THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “ah-ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
 

INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  

“Jesus’ Messianic Entry Into Jerusalem” 
Read Matthew 21:1-11 

 Why did Jesus ride in on a donkey instead of the normal war horse? What did that communicate 
about Jesus’ kingship? What are parts of this passage that show that everyone was treating Jesus as 
a king? What was shocking about this? What did the song that the procession was singing say about 
Jesus? How did this impact that city? Why was  

 

“Zion’s Coming King” 
Read Zechariah 9:9-13 

 Why would the people of Zion rejoice? What is the character of the King? How does this help you 
understand why some people were shocked? How does this give new meaning and perspective to 
Palm Sunday and Matthew 21:1-11? How does Zion’s coming king match with the works of Jesus?  

 
 
APPLICATION  
This week find a way to let Jesus come into your heart the way that he is rather than the way you expect him to 
be. What are the common expectations about what Jesus is like? What are some things that Jesus does or says 
that are confusing? How do you normally respond to Jesus when you realize that he is a shockingly new kind of 
king? 


