
Sermon Discussion Guide 
March 5 & 6, 2016 
“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: Hanging with  the Wrong Crowd” 
Luke 15:1-7  
 
 
 
 

OPENING  
In this week’s passage, we read a parable Jesus told about a lost sheep. He follows it up with two more parables 
along similar lines; something was lost, then it was found, which leads to joy. Obviously Jesus is trying to make an 
important point, but what exactly is he trying to tell us?  
 
 
PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
  
 
THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “ah-ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
 
INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“Parable of the Lost Sheep”  
Read Luke 15:1-7  

• Why does Jesus tell this parable in the first place? What topic is he addressing? In your own words, 
explain what Jesus is trying to say. Think of a time when you lost something of value. What was it? How 
did you feel when you realized it was lost? What did you do when you finally found it?  

 
 
“Parable of the Lost Coin”  
Read Luke 15:8-10  

• In this parable, Jesus continues with the same theme; something is lost. What is Jesus saying about 
God’s heart for people who are not Christians? What does he desire of us? How are we to relate to non-
believers?  

 
 
“Parable of the Lost Son”  
Read Luke 15:11-32  

• Where do you see yourself in this parable? What is God’s response to those that turn away from him? 
Have you ever felt like you can’t come back to God? Like you messed up too much? What would you tell 
someone who feels like they need to be a better person before they come to church?  

 
 
APPLICATION  
This week, ask God to break your heart for the non-believers around you; those that are lost. Pray that he opens 
doors to a relationship with non-believers and that he would show you ways of inviting them into a relationship with 
him. 


