
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Nov. 26 & 27, 2016 
Rediscover Christmas: “Waiting for a Breakthrough” 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
 
 

OPENING 
Thousands of years before Jesus was born, humanity fell away from God. So, God made a covenant with 
Abraham to set the world right again through Abraham’s family. Later God made another covenant with King 
David saying the one who would bring victory and freedom would be in David’s family line and would sit on the 
throne forever. Hundreds of years before Jesus came, Israel’s kingdom fell and God’s people were sent into exile. 
The prophets saw this coming. They also saw a Messiah who would finally set everything right coming as well… 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 

Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 

Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
 

“Hope in the Messiah” 
 

Read Isaiah 9:1-7 

 What is the time of darkness and despair? What times of darkness and despair have you had in your 
own life? How will God enlarge the nation of Israel? What does this passage say about why the war 
and turmoil will end for God’s people? What descriptors does this passage use of the child? What 
descriptors in this passage are how you experience Jesus? Which ones are not? Why might these 
descriptors have been very hopeful to the original readers? How long will this child rule? What will 
cause this to happen? What is the Lord committed to here?   

 

“A Branch from David’s Line” 
 

Read Isaiah 11:1-16 

 Why was David’s family called a stump? Where in the chapter do you see things that Jesus did in the 
Gospels? What descriptors and images in this text were later attributed to Jesus hundreds of years 
later? 

 
 
APPLICATION 

How does the coming Hope of Jesus’ return impact the trials you are going through now? What are some ways 
that you can start to relate to Jesus in the terms used in these passages? How does the fact that these 
prophecies were written hundreds of years before Jesus walked the earth impact your faith? This week, bring 
your challenges to Jesus in prayer by addressing him with the descriptors in this passage. Call upon his 
faithfulness to fulfill his promises.  
 


