
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Oct. 15 & 16, 2016 
Riding Out the Storms:  
Sermons on Suffering from the Book of Job “Truth” 
Scripture: Job 40:1-14 
 
 

OPENING 
The book of Job is so beautiful, and so complicated, and that is what makes it worthy of the topic it tackles. The 
question of suffering is one of the biggest questions in life, and there are no simple answers that could begin to 
satisfy that question — praise God that he gives us so much more than the platitudes or clichés — we have a God 
that answers all of our questions by giving us himself. How does God address the question of suffering? He 
doesn’t answer us, but becomes the answer by being born of a human, suffering and dying for us, and bringing an 
end of suffering.    
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

“Do you still want to argue with the Almighty?” 
 

Read Job 40:1-14 

 What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what 
is confusing? What general themes and tone do you pick up on? Are there words that stand out? How 
do you feel about God’s answer to Job? Does it challenge the way you think about Job?   

 

“I have nothing more to say” 
 

Read Job 12:1-4; Job 13; 27:1-6  

 As his friends and his wife challenge Job’s goodness and faith, what has been Job’s claim all along? 
What is the basis for Job’s claim? What are the things that Job wants his friends and even God to 
know about him, and what do you think he hopes to gain by making his case before God?   

 
 

APPLICATION 
“No hope, and all hope” 
 

 Read Job 40:3-5; Psalm 22:6; Romans 3:4-28; Philippians 2:3-11  

How does Job’s claim to blamelessness contrast with God’s claim in Scripture that all have fallen 
short of God’s glory? What is the true basis of hope, what is the true rock on which we stand? There 
is one way of reading Job that takes it as a lesson for the righteous. Think of it as a parable—let’s 
imagine the most perfectly holy person ever… is that enough to please God? The answer is no, the 
only thing that makes us pleasing to God is Christ’s blood. What is your hope? Are you staking your 
claim on how good you are, or how great God’s grace is?  

 


