
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Oct. 22 & 23, 2016 
Riding Out the Storms:  
Sermons on Suffering from the Book of Job “Turnaround” 
Scripture: Job 42:10-17 
 
 
 

OPENING 
This week concludes the sermon series on the book of Job! Job’s story has given us incredible insight into the 
delicate and emotional journey through suffering. Tragic and dark times will present themselves to each and every 
one of us. We conclude this weekend by looking at the response by all characters in this story - Job’s friends, 
God, and Job himself -- and see how God’s restoration undergirds it all.  
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

"Final words” 
Read Job 42:1-6 

 How would you characterize this response from Job to God at this point in his life?  
 If Job was deemed “blameless and upright” before his tale of suffering began (1:1), in what ways has he 

become a changed person after?  
 What “wonderful things” (42:3) do you think he understands now that he didn’t before?  

 
"Epilogue” 
Read Job 42:7-16 

 What irony do you see in the fact that Job became the mediator for his friends in v. 7-9?  
 How does this epilogue tie in with the prologue (chapter 1 & 2) for Job? For the reader?  
 Does God always promise happy endings to the stories of his people? Why or why not?  
 If you could choose one theme, what would you say is the primary theme of the book of Job? Suffering? 

Justice? Patience? Sovereignty? Faith? ________?  
 Do you think Job lived “happily ever after” as in a fairy tale? Why or why not?  

 
 
 

APPLICATION 
Job endured an incredible amount of loss in his life. His response to God at the end of it all (and he didn’t know it 
was the end of that period of life) is jaw-dropping and inspiring. This week, at the end of each day, take a moment 
to pause and reflect on your day. Where did you feel joy? When did you feel an absence of joy? What gifts has 
God given you through observing your day? We don’t know what the future holds. Reflecting on each day gives 
us the opportunity to seize the gifts coming our way – through both the joys and the suffering. 


