
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Sept. 24 & 25, 2016 
Riding Out the Storms:  
Sermons on Suffering from the Book of Job “Trials” 
Scripture: Job 1:13-22 
 
 

OPENING 
We all experience hardships in life. We’re starting a new sermon series at Hope about Riding Out the Storms, and 
we’ll be learning about the story of a man named Job. Job was a faithful man of God, and extreme circumstances 
befell him. We’ll dig into the beginning parts of his story this week and explore Job’s response to tragedy, other 
Scripture references to trials, and dig into how this impacts our own stories.  
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

"When it rains, it pours.” 
Read Job 1:13-19 
 “When it rains, it pours.” Have you ever had a season of life where hard things just kept on happening? What 

happened?  
 How have difficult seasons in life impacted you?  
 What do you think would be your reaction in the moment if the same messages that came to Job came to 

you?  
 
"Job’s Response” 
Read Job 1:20-22  

 What strikes you about Job’s response to terrible news? What is the most extraordinary part of his response?  
 How is Job’s faith evident in this passage?  
 We don’t know much about Job’s life prior to this story. What sort of life do you think he has lived in order for 

this to be his response? How would you characterize his faith?  
 
"Trials and Temptations” 
Read James 1:2-18 
 How does James view hardships in verses 2-4, and 12? How do you view them?  
 Concerning a trial you have been through, how did it produce faith or wisdom in you? 
 What is the practical difference between trials and temptations? How would you illustrate the process in 

verses 14-15?  
 How is this related to the gifts from God in verses 16-18?  
 

 

APPLICATION 
Consider what Job’s life was like before his news in the Scripture passage. Things seemed to be great, and out of 
nowhere storm after storm hit. Job’s response is extraordinary, challenging, and inspiring. As you face hardships 
and frustrations this week, big or small, consider Job’s response. Invite the Holy Spirit into tough and tense times 
this week. Be reminded that gifts from God are good, even the gift of practicing patience or seeking peace in the 
midst of tragic circumstances! Watch for opportunities to become wise through walking through the valley of the 
shadow of death (Psalm 23). 


