
Sermon Discussion Guide 
April 15 & 16, 2017 
“I AM: Victorious!” 
Scripture: John 20:1-8 
 

 
 
OPENING 
Throughout the season of Lent, we looked at the “I AM” statements that Jesus makes in the Gospel of John. Each 
one of these statements says something significant about Jesus’ identity. Who is Jesus and what does it really 
mean for us? On Easter, we celebrate the final statement made through the resurrection of Jesus. He is 
“Victorious!” over sin and death for us all! He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 

 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 

 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Easter Sunday” 

Read John 20:1-31 

 In this passage, John describes the Easter story. Put yourself in the position of the disciples. What 
are you thinking at each point in the story? How does your life change after experiencing this 
incredible event? Do you ever have trouble believing this story? Why or why not? 

 What’s the greatest victory you’ve ever experienced in your life? How is Easter a victory? What does 
Jesus defeat? 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 & Psalm 107:10-14 

 What does it mean to discipline our spiritual lives? Where are you running? How can we run the race 
of our lives for the things that are eternal?  

 What distracts you from the things that really matter? What gets priority in your schedule? What are 
the chains that are holding you back from running toward Jesus? 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 

 Life is fragile. Have you ever thought about life in terms of sand in an hour glass? What does it mean 
to you to know that “death is swallowed up in victory”? What does it mean to you to hear that what 
happens to Jesus, happens to you?  
 

 
APPLICATION 
This week, thank God for the resurrection of Jesus. Meditate on the story of Easter and how this incredible good 
news of Jesus’ resurrection and defeat of death changes every aspect of your life. Make a plan to strip off the 
chains that slow you down from the life that Jesus is calling you to. Reflect on how the light always wins. Invite 
and share this great news with someone who doesn’t know Jesus yet. 


