
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 12-13, 2017 
“Summer of Acts: When in Rome” 
Scripture: Acts 28:1-6 
 
 

 
OPENING 
This is the final week of our Summer of Acts! Acts, written by Luke describes the acts of the early apostles. What 
they did, where they went, and how the church became what it is today. This week the focus was on how Paul 
spread the word on the island of Malta. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Paul on the Island of Malta” 
 

Read Acts 28:1-10 

 In this passage we read about one of the many detours that Paul encountered. Pastor Jon talked a lot 
about detours in his message this week. What are some of the detours that have happened in your 
life? How do you normally react when something doesn’t go the way you hoped? Do you ever get 
mad at God? Do you ever doubt? 

 

“Sadness Will Be Turned to Joy” 
 

Read John 16:16-33 

 What do you do when you are stuck in a place you’d rather not be? Which one of the false narratives 
that Pastor Jon talked about do you typically believe? Why are these false narratives unhelpful? What 
does God promise about trials and troubles? Do they typically happen more or less when you start 
following Jesus? 

 

“Invitation to the LORD’s Salvation” 
 

Read Isaiah 55:1-13 

 What does Isaiah say about how God works? How is this a different narrative than the three false 
narratives? How can we take comfort in this new, true narrative? 

 
APPLICATION 
This week, share a struggle or disappointment you have had in life with your group. Pray for one another in those 
situations and remind each other of the truth of the Gospel. Look for ways that you are believing the false 
narratives that Pastor Jon mentioned and help each other to believe the true narrative about Jesus. 
 


