
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
July 29-30, 2017 
“Summer of Acts: Whaddya Know, Iowa?” 
Scripture: Acts 17:16-26 
 

 
OPENING 
This is the summer of Acts! This book, written by Luke, describes the acts of the early apostles: what they did, 
where they went and how the church became what it is today. Over the next few weeks, we are taking a deep 
dive into the early church. This week we’re focusing on idols and reaching people who are lost. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
”Paul Preaches in Athens” 

Read Acts 17:16-34 
 In this passage, we read about Paul in the city of Athens. Pastor Jeremy explained that Athens was a 

very religious city and they worshiped many gods. How does Paul respond to this culture? How is 
Athens like the United States? What are our idols? 

 What did you learn about reaching people who are lost? How can we meet them where they are and 
share God’s love with them? Who are the people in your life you can tell about Jesus? 

 
”Loving One Another” 

Read 1 John 4:7-21 
 What does John say about knowing love? What is love? What does our culture say love is? How are 

those two things different? 
 What is fear? What truth does John reveal about fear and love? What do you fear? How can you give 

that over to God? What does your fear say about your relationship with God? 
 
”Teaching About Money and Possessions” 

Read Matthew 6:19-34 
 Think about the things that you treasure. What does Matthew say about our treasures (verses 19-

21)? What are the things that get most of your time in your life? What things do you value? Do you 
value anything above Jesus? What does that say about what we worship? Why does God tell us to 
have no other gods above him? 

 
APPLICATION 
This week, talk with your small group about the good things you value and worship in your life. Pray about how 
you can go about putting God above all other things. Also talk about the things you fear. Pray that God would 
increase your ability to love and surrender those fears over to him. 
 
 


