
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Sept. 9-10, 2017 
“Here We Stand: Applying God’s Law: You & the Neighbors 
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-8 
 
 

 
OPENING 
This year marks the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. It was on Oct. 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 

95 theses on the door of a Wittenberg Church. During this sermon series, we’re studying this important time of the 
Christian church and dig into what it means to be Lutheran. It’s an exciting time of celebration and growth together 
as a church. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Ten Commandments for the Covenant Community” 

Read Exodus 20:12-17 

 In this passage, God gives the nation of Israel the Ten Commandments. This week, we focused on 
the final seven commandments. How are the first three different than the last seven? What do they 
teach us? Pastor Mike helped us memorize all Ten Commandments. Try to recite them again with 
your group. Which one is the most important? Why? What are the two purposes of God’s law that 
Pastor Mike talked about? 
 

“A New Covenant” 
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 In this passage, God says that he will make a new covenant with his people. What is different about 
this new covenant? What did you learn from this Old Testament passage? Did anything surprise you? 
What stood out? 

 

“Parable of the Lost Son” 
Read Luke 15:11-32 

 We know that one purpose of God’s law is to accuse us of our sin because we all have sinned and 
fall short of God’s standard (Romans 3:23). In this passage, Jesus tells the parable of the lost 
(prodigal) son. What does this story tell us about how God responds to us when we fall short of his 
law and then come back to him? What does this show us about God’s heart for all people? How is his 
heart different than our culture today? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, consider the many different relationships in your life. Think of ways that you can go about reconciling 
broken relationships, forgiving those who have sinned against you, and showing God’s love to all people 
regardless of how they treat you. Pray that God would write his law on your heart and fill you with his Holy Spirit. 


