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OPENING 
During the HOPE4IA sermon series, we’ll be focusing on different missional aspects of our faith in Jesus 
Christ. Throughout the next five weeks, we’ll look at a different area of our city and state that we feel 
called, as a church family, to bless and serve. We believe that as Christians, we’re called to put our faith 
into action and love those around us, so that’s what we’re going to do. 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss 
your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you 
missed anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? 
What was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the 
message to your everyday life? 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few 
others listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Teaching About Salt and Light” 

Read Matthew 5:13-16 
 Pastor Jeremy pointed out that before Jesus taught the crowds in the Sermon on the Mount what 

they should do, he first told them who they are. What does this passage say about who we are 
as followers of Jesus? Why is it significant? What does it look like to be salt and light? What are 
the characteristics of salt and light? How are these characteristics missional? What do they call 
us to go do in the world? 

	
“A Living Sacrifice to God” 

Read Romans 12:6-7 
 In this passage, Paul tells his readers to use the gifts God has given them to love other people. 

What gifts have you been given? How can you use those to further his Kingdom and love the 
people around you? Pastor Jeremy pointed out that we have all been made good and are called 
to be a blessing to others. What does it mean to be blessed and bless others? 

	
“God’s Discipline Proves His Love” 

Read Hebrews 12:1 
 This passage says that we are surrounded by a huge crowd of witnesses. Who are the witnesses 

in your life? What do these people do for us? What does it mean to strip off every weight that 
slows us down? How do we help each other strip off weight that slows us down? How does this 
relate to loving the world around us? 

 
APPLICATION 
Talk with your group about the gifts God has given you. Point out the gifts and blessings you see in your 
group members. Encourage one another to find ways to take those gifts and blessings and use them to 
love the people we come into contact with. Pray that God would bring you opportunities to love people 
more.  


