
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 25-26, 2018 
“Hope4IA: Hope for Our Cities” 
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-40 
 
 
 
OPENING 
In this sermon series, called Hope4IA, we’re focusing on different missional aspects of our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Throughout this sermon series, we’re looking at different areas of our city and state that we feel called, as a church 
family, to bless and serve. We believe that as Christians, we’re called to put our faith into action and love those 
around us, so that’s what we’re doing. 
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“The Final Judgment” 

Read Matthew 25:31-40 

• What stands out to you from this passage? Focus on verses 35-36. What do those say about living out 
our faith in Jesus? How does this image of the church contrast with the world’s view of the church? 
What is the church? Do you view church as a “consumer?” Pastor Mike pointed out that the church is a 
hospital for sinners, not a country club for Christians. What does this mean for our church family? 
What does this mean for us as we interact with the world around us? How can you be the church? 

 
“A Call to Persevere” 

Read Hebrews 10:24-25 

• How can we motivate one another to acts of love? What does this look like? How is your Life Group 
doing this? What ways can you all serve the world around you? How can you tangibly meet the needs 
of those in your city who need help? What skills, gifts, talents, and opportunities do each of you have 
to reach dark areas in this world for Jesus? 

 
“Love One Another” 

Read Isaiah 58:10 & John 13:35 

• What do these passages say about following Jesus? How does the world know you are a follower of 
Jesus? How do the people in your life who don’t have a church home know you are a Christian? Why 
is this important to our faith? How can we show others that we are Christ followers with our actions? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
Have a conversation with your Life Group about new ways to reach out to the world around you and share the 
everlasting love of Jesus Christ. Brainstorm ways to show the world God’s character through your actions. Pray 
that God would open doors and show you the people to bless in his name. 


