
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb. 24-25, 2018 
“The Jesus Run, The Cure!” 
Scripture: Matthew 9:1-8 
 
 
OPENING 
We’ll be spending time in the book of Matthew throughout the season of Lent. It’s called “The Jesus Run” because 
it’s all about action. Jesus’ call on our lives is very mission focused. So, as we go through the next few weeks, 
consider ways that you can join him in the things he’s doing in your life and the lives around you. We’re on a 
mission from God! 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man” 
 

Read Matthew 9:1-8 

• In this week’s passage, we read about the friends who brought the paralyzed man to Jesus. Think 
about who brought you to Jesus. Who was it? What did he or she say or do? Who are you leading to 
meet Jesus? How can you help bring others to meet him? 

• What is the significance of Jesus’ response in this passage? Why is it shocking or offensive? What 
were the friends hoping for when they brought the paralyzed man? 

 
 “Jesus Calls Matthew” 
 

Read Matthew 9:9-13 

• In this passage, Jesus points out that he has come to call not those who think they are righteous, but 
those who know they are sinners. Pastor Mike asked the question, “Which one are you today?” How is 
this a significant perspective for Jesus followers? How is it different than the world’s perspective? 

 
“Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector” 
 

Read Luke 18:9-14 

• What do you notice about this passage? What does the world say about the two people in this 
parable? Which one is righteous, and which is the sinner? How does God view the two of them and 
their prayer? What does he want out of us? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, share your prayer requests with your group. Spend time each day praying for your small group 
members. Ask God to show each of you how he is working in your lives and how you can join him in what he’s 
doing. Then, come back together next week and share what you’ve learned. 
 


