
sermon discussion guide
for Nov. 3-4, 2018
“Counter the Culture”
Romans 12:1-2

Welcome to the first week of our new sermon series, “You Were Made for More.” Throughout the month of November, 
we’ll spend time in Romans 12. This is a passage of Scripture that describes a summary of the Christian life. We’re taking a 
deep dive into this chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Join us each week for worship to see what God is calling you to.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal to you how he wants to transform you. Discuss with your Life Group how you 
can go about giving your bodies (“soma”) to God. Find some people in your life that you disagree with and find ways to 
bless them and build a relationship with them, even though the world would tell you to build barriers because of your 
differences.

Read Romans 12:1-21 - “A Living Sacrifice to God”

• What is Paul communicating to his audience throughout this chapter? What is the significance of verses 1 & 2, that we 
focused on in this week’s sermon? What are some of the behaviors and customs of this world that Pastor Mike talked 
about this week? How are we called to more and live a different way? What does that look like? What are some of the 
ways the culture tries to divide us? What does Paul say about unity?

• Have you ever asked, or wondered, what God’s will is for your life? What does this passage say about God’s will? How 
do we discover it?

Read Leviticus 19:18 - “Holiness in Personal Conduct”

• What stands out to you about this passage? What does it say about the people we disagree with? Who are your 
neighbors? Think about someone you have a close relationship with that disagrees with you in some way. Describe 
that relationship. How does the differences impact that relationship? When does it become difficult to be in a 
relationship with people we disagree with? What does Jesus say about being in relationship with people we disagree 
with? How should that look? What does the culture say about that?

Read Galatians 3:28 - “God’s Children through Faith”

• What does Paul mean by Jew and Gentile? How does that apply to our situation in today’s culture? What are some of 
the barriers we put up between people? What does Jesus want to do to those barriers?
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