
“ For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one 

glorious hope for the future. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

and one God and Father, who is over all and in all and living through all.”

Ephesians 4:4-6

BUILDING HOPE 
 TOGETHER

“Upon this rock I will build 
my church.” Matthew 16:18

HOPE DES MOINES
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Dear Hope Family,
At one point in your life, maybe you’ve had the opportunity to wait for a fl ight in an airport somewhere 

around the world. For some of you, this time might have been fi lled with joy. For others, it was way too 

long and frustrating. However, no matter what your experience, one thing was certain: You were there for 

the purpose of being sent to your destination. 

Why? Because airports are a place to be sent! It turns out, so is the Church!

In Acts 1:8, the early believers were gathered together not in an airport, but in Jerusalem, waiting for the 

Holy Spirit to come and send them out. Jesus had told them: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

you will receive power and will tell people about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, Judea, and to the ends 

of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). In other words, to be the church means to be people who are sent, who fi nd 

their “terminal” and go into the world with the love of Jesus Christ! 

Now, as Hope Des Moines, God is calling us to be sent once again! We know there are tens of 

thousands of people who live in, and around, the Des Moines area who have no church home, and/or 

have no relationship with Jesus Christ. It is for this very reason that Hope plants satellite congregations, 

like the Des Moines campus in April 2008, when a group of Hope members were sent by God into the city 

to begin a new faith community.

Since then, Hope Des Moines has gathered in a rented 

school, homes, coffee shops and parks throughout 

the city. In that time, we have studied together, served 

together, grown together and hoped together. The 

poor have been clothed and fed, marriages have been 

restored, people freed from addiction, all ages have 

experienced community through dozens of life groups, 

thousands blessed through local outreach efforts, and 

weekly worship expanded to multiple services. God has 

done incredible things, but we believe he has much 

more in store for the Des Moines campus! Now it is 

our time to be sent again — together. 

“As the Father has sent me, 
I am sending you.” 

John 20:21
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“Jesus makes the whole 

body fi t together perfectly. 

As each part does its own 

special work, it helps the 

other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and 

growing and full of love.” 

Ephesians 4:16
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Various times over the past fi ve years, I have been asked “When are we going to build a church?”

The truth is, that over the last seven years God HAS built us into a church—a church without walls—and 

that will never change. But, the reality is, we have reached the point in our journey when not having a 24/7 

church facility hinders our ability to carry out the mission God has given us.

Thus, rather than a destination, this future facility will be a center for mission where we are loved, 

equipped and sent back out to our destinations to be the church during the week! So, my friends, the 

time to move to a new home is now. And, so we move... together!

This fall we will be Building Hope Together as we join forces once again as Hope Des Moines to do 

something together that we could never do alone—build something eternal.

We will build a place where the city of Des Moines can be touched by the everlasting love of Jesus Christ, 

and then be sent to share it with the world around us!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Jon and Tiffany Anenson

“Store your treasures in heaven, where they will never 

become moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe 

from thieves. Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and 

thoughts will also be.” Matthew 6:20-21

“For everything there is a season, a time 
for every activity under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-3
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 “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and all your 

soul, and all your mind.” 

Matthew 22:37 
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Mission
“Reach out to the world

            around us and share

  the everlasting love of

Jesus Christ.”

Vision 
“To be a Spirited (Acts 2),

Growing (Matthew 28),

and Christ-centered (John 13)

     community fi lled with hope!” 

The Heart 
        of Hope 

Core Values
1.  Jesus is life. The rest is details. 

“I am not ashamed of this Good 
News about Christ. It is the power 
of God at work, saving everyone 
who believes.” Romans 1:16

2.  Lost people matter to God and 
so they matter to us.
“Your brother was dead and has 
come back to life! He was lost, but 
now he is found!” Luke 15:32

3.  We worship God, not tradition.
“The time is coming and is already 
here when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth.” John 4:23

4.  Following Jesus is a growing 
experience.
“… equip God’s people to do his 
work and build up the church, the 
body of Christ … that we will be 
mature and full grown, measuring 
up to the full stature of Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:12-14

5.  We are one body, united in 
Jesus Christ.
“Now all of you together are 
Christ’s body, and each one of you 
is a separate and necessary part of 
it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27
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•  Hope is one of the largest ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) congregations 
in the nation – there are over 11,000 ELCA 
congregations.

•  In 2013 Hope was the fastest growing Lutheran 
church in the nation, and Hope Des Moines 
worship attendance grew by 23%.

•  Over 40 men, women and children at Hope 
Des Moines have been baptized into the 
Christian faith since 2008.

•  95% of regular worshippers are actively 
involved in serving inside the church on a 
team, or outside the church in the community.

•  Well over 200 adults are involved in adult 
ministries (life groups, adult discipleship 
classes, prayer and care training).

•  The Breakfast Club Ministry, to the homeless 
and low income population of Des Moines, 
continues to expand, now serving close to 
50-60 guests each week, with rides from 
four shelters to and from worship each week, 
including breakfast and Bible study.

•  In the past fi ve years, Hope Des Moines has 
launched: a youth mentoring program, a church 
community for Liberian refugees, a “missional 
community” reaching over 30 young adults and 
PAUSE—a prayer and worship night.

•  Over 75 people have taken the CORE class, 
a discipleship experience equipping them for 
mission.

•  Hope Des Moines’ children’s ministry has grown 
to three separate classes, the nursery has 
experienced 12 new babies in the past year, and 
monthly events now engage families of all ages.

Average Weekend Worship Attendance

2008 94

2009 117

2010 141

2011 183

2012 225               

2013 242

Growing Deep, 
        and Wide!  

“To those who use well what they are given, even more will be 
given. But from those who are unfaithful, even what little they 

have will be taken away.” Luke 19:26
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Where We’ve Been
Nov. 2011: Hope Des Moines participates in Building 
Hope 4 The World giving campaign ($200,000 raised).

Winter 2012—Spring 2013: Hope Des Moines leadership 
team engages in strategic visioning process for the church around 
ministry vision, demographics and prayer walks in facilities.

Spring 2013: Hope Des Moines facility team formed to 
evaluate fi nances and continue search for facility.

Summer 2013: Facility and leadership teams meet to narrow 
search to 2-3 locations before letter of intent is signed.

Aug. 2013: Letter of Intent signed with Jensen Chevrolet building/purchase price agreed upon.

Current: Facility team begins preliminary work with city planning/zoning committee, works with Hope 
leadership to create facility budget.

Where we’re going...

Imagine!
“Jesus looked at them intently and said, ‘Humanly speaking, it is 

impossible. But with God everything is possible.” Matthew 19:26

What would it be like to have a 24/7 facility for Hope in Des Moines?

Take a “tour” of Hope Des Moines’ future home (currently the 
former Bill Jensen Chevrolet dealership (1825 Ingersoll Ave.)

NEW WORSHIP CENTER

Imagine worshipping in a facility that provides ample room 
for everyone currently attending Hope Des Moines with room 
for you to invite your friends and family to catch the Spirit of 
Hope! Picture entering a large, hospitable lobby with family 
restrooms, Welcome Center, and our own kitchen and café’ 
with drinks and refreshments.

The beautiful and functional new 300-seat Worship Center will 
provide an intimate setting for worshipers to connect with the love 
of Jesus, complete with a variety of modern audio and video equipment.

The worship space will have an open, clean, modern, urban feel, fi lled with natural light, and 
comfortable seating, providing a great space for possible worship services on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and even mid-week!
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“There is a time for everything, a season for 
every activity under heaven ... a time to build.”  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-3  

Dream Big
Depending on the offerings we bring to God for Building Hope Together, we also hope to 
add the following items to this project:

1.  An additional elevator or lift, enabling us to make use of the 2,400-sq.-ft mezzanine on 
the second fl oor for meals, fellowship and classrooms. 

2.  An extended foyer and main entrance, creating more room to welcome visitors without 
being crowded before and after worship.

3.  An expanded kitchen enabling us to cook and prepare meals for the community and 
fellowship events.

Most importantly, the new Worship Center will provide room for unchurched people to come and meet 
Jesus, and a sanctuary (literally means “safe haven”) for those who already know Christ to come and worship 
him. That’s our mission. 

SPACE FOR EVENTS AND MINISTRIES

Imagine not only a multi-functional worship space, but several great classrooms of all sizes equipped for various 
groups, classes and trainings, as well as community outreach and programs that need a place to call home.

Imagine how many more people we can serve through ministries like Breakfast Club, Youth Mentoring and 
dozens of outreach events with space to do ministry all throughout the week! 

ROOM FOR THE KIDS

Imagine children learning the stories of the Bible and 
experiencing the love of Jesus in a space designed just for 
them with clean, kid-friendly classrooms. The kids would have 
their own space to learn about the love of Jesus with all the 
energy they can bring!

A place for families? You bet! The restrooms will be equipped 
with diaper changing tables for the newest members of God’s 
family. There will be a spacious nursery, and for nursing moms, a 
nursing station where you and your baby can sit in comfort and 
privacy.
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Building Plans
“Upon this rock I will build my church, and all the 

powers of hell will not conquer it.” Matthew 16:18

NORTHWEST VIEW

MAIN FLOOR PLAN 
1. WORSHIP – 250 TO 300 SEATS
2. WORSHIP STORAGE
3. TABLE / CHAIR STORAGE
4. KITCHENETTE
5. OVERHEAD DOOR
6. GATHERING SPACE
7. GATHERING / LOBBY
8. N/A
9. OFFICES (PHASE II MEZZANINE)
10. CLASSROOMS / NURSERY
11. MECHANICAL
12. ADA ACCESSIBLE LIFT
13. SOUND – A/V

EXTERIOR VIEW
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MEZZANINE PLAN 
9. OFFICES
10. CLASSROOMS
11. MECHANICAL

MEZZANINE VIEW

INTERIOR VIEW
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1. Gather
WEEKLY WORSHIP

Why?  INSPIRATION: Worship is spiritual exercise for the body of Christ and a time for intimacy with 
God, healing for the hurt, sanctuary from chaos, water for dry bones and spiritual food for the soul; 
a Holy Spirit hangout, hospital for sinners, a place of renewal and holy ground.

Celebration Services
Sunday 9:15 and 11:00 am at Hubbell Elementary School (800 42nd St.)

ATTEND A NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN HOUSE

Why?  CONNECTION: To learn about the vision and goals of Building Hope Together, and to give the 
people of Hope an opportunity to connect with one another.

How?   OPTION #1: You’ll be invited to attend a 90-minute Neighborhood Open House hosted by a 
Hope Des Moines member or regular attendee who lives near you! At the Open House you will:

 • Have the opportunity to meet people from church who live in your neighborhood,

 •  Watch a short DVD of Pastor Jon explaining the goals of Building Hope Together and how you 
can participate.

 •  Ask volunteers from the Building Hope Together team to answer any questions you may have.

  OPTION #2: Attend an “Information Session” following worship at Hubbell Elementary School 
led by Pastor Jon and volunteer campaign leaders:

 • Sunday, Nov. 3, noon – 1:00 pm

 • Sunday, Nov. 10, noon – 1:00 pm 

  OPTION #3: Receive an individual “Home Visit” in your home, Nov. 11–15, led by a 
Hope volunteer.

Goals of Building
         Hope Together

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 

Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done. If you do 

this, you will experience God’s peace …” Philippians 4:6-7
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2. Grow 
DEVELOP A DAILY PRAYER ROUTINE

Why?   CONVERSATION: Develop more effective communication patterns and a deeper bond 
between you and God.

How? Daily Devotional Guide – Available online at hopedesmoines.org or at the Welcome Center.

  Friday, Nov. 1, 7:00 pm – PAUSE: Worship and Prayer Night – Kick off the giving campaign 
with a night of prayer and worship! Location: 927 43rd St., Des Moines.

  2@2 – Commit to pray daily for two minutes (or more!) at 2:00 pm each day during the campaign 
no matter where you are and ask God to guide your giving.

DIVE INTO THE BIBLE

Why?   REVELATION: Experience life-changing freedom as you immerse yourself in the living 
Word of God. 

How? Make good use of the daily devotional guide.

   Continue to meet regularly with your Life Group to dive deeper into God’s Word.

  Join a men’s, women’s, couple’s or co-ed Life Group that meets during the week!

PARTY AT THE CELEBRATION EVENT

Why?  CELEBRATION: Give thanks for God’s abundant blessings at Hope and dream together about the 
future – a full-blown family reunion for every person with a connection to Hope – a taste of heaven!

How?  ATTEND THE PARTY!
 Lutheran Church of Hope West Des Moines
 Sunday, November 17 – 6:30 pm 
 Casual attire
 No offerings; no sales pitch; no pressure – just a joy-centered party! 
 Kids welcome, too!

Heavenly Father, keep us mindful of the 

good that happens when we work together 

to build Hope as one family united in Spirit, 

Hope, Love and Faith. Amen.
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3. Give
DISCOVER THE JOY OF 
CHEERFUL GIVING 

Why?   LIBERATION: Find freedom in guilt-free, 
pressure-free giving; not under compulsion, 
but cheerfully, generously and freely!

How?  Understand that everything we have belongs 
to God:

 • Pray

 • Wait for God to answer

 •  Give as a matter of God’s revelation, not 
human reason

 •  Give with a sense of God’s timing for the 
eternal impact of our gifts

BRING AN OFFERING TO GOD 
THROUGH BUILDING HOPE TOGETHER

Why?  MISSION: For the sake of fulfi lling Lutheran 
Church of Hope’s mission to “reach out to 
the world around us and share the everlasting 
love of Jesus Christ.”

How?  In addition to regular general fund offerings, 
offer a one-time gift, and/or a 3-year 
commitment to Building Hope Together on 
Commitment Weekend – Nov. 24.

“Hope Des Moines is about real 
people coming together in authentic 
community. We’re focused on 
impacting the city of Des Moines in 
a way that will last for generations to 
come. Everything we do comes back 
to the question, If we left the city, 
would our community miss us? The 
answer is YES!” – Lynn McRoberts

“Wherever we meet is God’s home 
for Hope Des Moines. A permanent 
base from which to continue 
expanding God’s Kingdom by 
reaching out and serving others 
seven days a week is what we are 
called to do. It is VERY exciting!”
 – Rick Werth

“Community is a huge part of 
Hope Des Moines and it’s one 
of the reasons I love it. Having a 
permanent space will allow for 
countless opportunities to come 
together to grow!” – Liz Matveia

“We are uniquely positioned to 
share the love of Jesus. It’s exciting 
to think Jesus is calling us to our 
next step – establishing a 24/7 
home and demonstrating our deep 
commitment to Des Moines.” 
– Bill and Val Armstrong



Building Hope Together  |  13

Discover the Joy of
           Cheerful Giving!

It’s not complicated. 

It’s a matter of faith ... 

God’s revelation, 

not human reason!

STEP ONE: PRAY. 
Ask God this question: “Lord, what do you want 

to do through me to accomplish your will for 

Hope Des Moines?”

“Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask 

for. Keep on looking, and you will fi nd. Keep on 

knocking, and the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7

STEP TWO: LISTEN TO GOD. 
Keep asking until you “hear” God’s answer. If you don’t get anything – in other words, if you don’t get a pretty strong 

indication in your heart, soul or mind as you pray each day throughout this campaign – then quiet your life until you can. 

Be still. Listen to God, not people. God will write a number on your heart, soul or mind. 

“Be silent, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

STEP THREE: TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH. 
Trust God enough to do whatever he calls you to do, believing that he will provide the means to make it happen 

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11). Now you’re giving as a matter of faith – and thus, experiencing the joy and freedom of Bible-

based giving without anyone telling you, other than God, what to give! Enjoy the feeling!

“You are truly my disciples if you keep obeying my teachings. 

And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32

“You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7
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Dear Hope Community,
It is a special blessing to be part of a community where the Spirit is moving in such an obvious and 

powerful way as it is at Hope! We are so honored and humbled to be a part of God’s plan for the next 

phase of our church community, especially when we look back at what he’s already done. We remember 

attending the very fi rst “Hope Des Moines” worship service in the Hubbell cafeteria. Our hearts were full 

with promise of what was ahead — bringing spirit-fi lled worship and service, and the face of Jesus to the 

heart of the city we love. Then, and now, we want to answer Jesus’ call to “Go and make disciples.” And, 

it’s amazing to see what God has done over these last fi ve years!

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 

Keep on seeking, and you will fi nd. Keep on knocking, and the 

door will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7

“All goes well for those who are generous, who lend 

freely and conduct their business fairly.” Psalm 112:5

“Seek the peace 

and prosperity of the 

city to which I have 

carried you. Pray 

to the LORD for it, 

because if it prospers, 

you too will prosper.” 

Jeremiah 29:7 
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So what’s next? Pastor Jon has told us many times that “the church” is the people, not the building. 

But, as our Hope community has grown deeper roots in Des Moines, we’ve come to understand how a 

building would enhance our mission of reaching out to the world around us and sharing the everlasting 

love of Jesus—we’ve found the world in our backyard! From the teachers and students at Hubbell to the 

Central Iowa Shelter downtown, every day we see a world in need of God’s love and forgiveness in the 

faces of our friends and neighbors. 

What additional wondrous things will we see God do through a full-time facility? How many more worship 

opportunities will there be? How many more ministries? How many more congregations will be planted? 

We are uniquely positioned to share the love of Jesus in a brand new way! It’s exciting to think Jesus is 

calling us to our next step — establishing a 24/7 home and demonstrating our deep commitment to Des 

Moines. All we can do is accept the invitation to climb aboard this wild ride to see where it takes us, so 

that each of us can walk into this future facility 10 or 20 years from now and say, “We answered God’s call 

for this place, and... WOW. We had no idea all of the miracles God had in store!”

Our prayer is that you will join us on this journey — trusting that God is on the move and is giving us the 

gift of being along for the ride!

Blessings, Hope Des Moines Campaign Directors

Bill and Val Armstrong David and Laura McCord

“Always be full of joy in the Lord. 
I say it again – rejoice!” Philippians 4:4




