
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 

and the door will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7

“Upon this rock I will build 
my church.” Matthew 16:18
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Building Hope Together Questions & Answers Guide
This booklet provides answers to a number of questions you might be wondering regarding the 
Building Hope Together giving campaign. Please know we care about each and every one of your 
questions, and we thank you for already taking the first step to learn more about Lutheran Church 
of Hope and this giving campaign by reading this Q&A. If you have any further questions that 
weren’t addressed in this booklet, please don’t hesitate to contact Pastor Jon at 515-242-4481 or 
jon.anenson@hopedesmoines.org.

Future Facility Questions
Q: Isn’t Hope big enough already? Why do we need to 
continue to spend money on a building?
A: Big enough for us, or God? This is God’s church, not ours 
or yours. We don’t have the authority to stop the expansion 
of God’s kingdom. God has blessed this church with 
phenomenal growth. This has happened by the grace of God 
and because of your deep commitment to mission. We’re 
continually impressed by your willingness as a church to be 
faithful “farmers” of the harvest God provides (Luke 10:2). 

The mission of Lutheran Church of Hope is to “reach out to the 
world around us and share the everlasting love of Jesus Christ.” 

For Hope, the goal has never been about growing this 
congregation to a certain size – it has always been to remain 
faithful to God’s mission and expand his Kingdom! 

Make no mistake, the temptation exists to slow the growth 
or develop an attitude of trying to control it, or look at a 
blessing from God and call it a burden. But, your enthusiasm, 
joy and ability to adapt has remained constant as Hope 
continues to grow – and that’s impressive! You have avoided 
the temptation to develop a complaining spirit or a grumpy 
heart. You have sacrificed your personal preferences (and 
many times your comfort) for the sake of mission, making 
room for more people to come and hear the life-changing 
good news of Jesus Christ. You understand and faithfully 
embrace the biblical definition of what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus (“servant” not “consumer”). You realize 
it’s not an acceptable or faithful option for a church that 
considers Christian mission a top priority to “shut our doors” 
or put a “no vacancy” sign on our front door. 

You are a faithful church, after God’s own heart!

Q: Isn’t the vision of Hope Des Moines to be a church 
focused on outreach and serving those in need? Why are 
we spending so much on a facility when we could give it 
directly to those in need?
A: Lutheran Church of Hope has always been a “both-and” 
church, meaning we believe in evangelism and discipleship. 
Growing deep and wide. Serving locally and globally. 
Why? Because Jesus was passionate about both! Because 
scripture gives countless examples of not only financial 
or material poverty, but spiritual, emotional and relational 
poverty. We know meeting needs can happen many different 
ways, while still being faithful to God’s heart. Having a giving 
campaign and remodeling a building has not come at the 
expense of giving to those in need. 

Hope Des Moines currently tithes the biblical example of 10% 
of its annual budget to dozens of ministries and outreach 
efforts throughout the city, as well as seed money for future 
Hope satellites. This giving will absolutely continue, as well as 
the dozens of weekly and monthly service opportunities we 
currently do as a church. Having a 24/7 facility actually allows 
us to meet many more needs in the city both short-term, 
through outreach events “in house,” counseling and support 
groups, AND long-term, through community, discipleship and 
leadership development, to help those in need find victory, take 
ownership, and create sustainable habits and lifestyle choices.

Giving Campaign Questions
Q: What is a giving campaign?
A: A giving campaign is an effective tool God has used in the 
past to inspire us to grow spiritually and expand the church’s 
facilities physically. These giving campaigns have resulted in 
seasons of phenomenal growth and joy. A giving campaign 
at Hope always includes intensive prayer and Bible 
study; cheerful and faithful giving; intentional fellowship; 
inspirational worship; and a big, all-church celebration! It’s a 
good time to be the church! (1 Corinthians 13:13; Acts 1:8; 2 
Corinthians 9:7; Luke 12:33-34, 48)

Q: Isn’t a giving campaign just a sneaky way of doing a 
fundraiser, but calling it something else?
A: Actually, there’s a significant difference: Fundraisers 
typically include established methods, sales or gimmicks to 
encourage people to give more, offering recognition and/or 
rewards for those who do. That’s appropriate for a nonprofit 
organization trying to raise money, but not for a church 
trying to teach people a Bible-based model for giving as a 
matter of faith and spiritual discipline (please see the Bible-
based Giving brochure for more on this). 

Giving campaigns at Hope do not include pressure tactics or 
gimmicks. You won’t get your name engraved on a plaque 
if you give a lot of money. We give offerings at church for 
God’s glory, not our own. During Building Hope Together, 
you simply will be asked to pray about what God wants to 
do through you to accomplish his will for this church. Then, 
you will be invited to trust God enough to take a leap of faith 
and give whatever he lays on your heart to give … not to be 
recognized or honored by other people, but to honor God!



Q: What’s the significance of the “giving campaign” 
theme, “Building Hope Together?”
A: During the Building Hope 3D campaign in fall 2005, 
Lutheran Church of Hope was dreaming and praying about 
launching satellite campuses all over the Des Moines area. In 
2008, Hope Des Moines began as an answer to those prayers. 

When you look at what God is doing in and through all of 
the Hope campuses, the phrase, “We’re Better Together!” 
takes on a greater level of power. Throughout Building Hope 
Together, every campus will be gathering, growing and giving. 
Every campus will be praying, trusting, believing and hoping.

In the Old Testament, the wise writer of Ecclesiastes talks 
about the idea that two are better than one. Three is even 
better. In other words, “we’re better together.” 

Jesus’ prayer for his disciples (and ultimately the church) was 
that they would be one. (John 17)

The church is often referred to as one body consisting of 
many parts. And the church is at its best when every part is 
working together. (Ephesians 4:16)

Building Hope Together, then, is a season for us to look 
deep inside the heart of this church and discover again who 
we are and what God has created us to be! 

One glorious Hope for the future (Ephesians 4:4).

A spiritual lighthouse; a mission outpost; a community of 
congregations who invite the world to meet and know and 
serve Jesus Christ!

It’s exciting to think of the stories we will hear from people in 
five, 10, even 50 years from now who say, “I’m glad someone 
was thinking of us in 2016!”

Building Hope Together is a God thing, a holy cause, and the 
opportunity of our lifetime to let God build his church through 
us! Connecting you to the clear vision God has provided for 
Hope is the purpose of this campaign. We want you to “see” 
the vision for Hope, and then pray about what God might 
want to do through you to accomplish his will for this church. 

So Building Hope Together is more than just a title … it’s 
who God wants us to be as a campus of Lutheran Church of 
Hope. One body united in Christ.

Q: What about our regular offerings? Do we stop  
giving those so we can give to the Building Hope 
Together fund?
A: Only if God directs you to do that. But, the ongoing 
ministries of this church need to be funded in order to go 
on, so please prayerfully consider your giving to the general 
fund of the church in addition to and separate from the new 
Building Hope Together fund. The congregation approved a 
$503,000 annual budget at September’s annual meeting. We 
don’t want to sacrifice one fund for the sake of another.

Q: Could any of the money I give to Building Hope 
Together ever be used for the church’s General Fund 
expenses?
A: No. The church has a policy on this issue. Every penny 
you give to Building Hope Together will go to the fund you 
have designated. None of what you give to Building Hope 
Together can ever be used for general fund ministry expenses.

Q: How do I make my offering to Building Hope 
Together?
A: We’re asking you to pray about giving both ways – a one-
time cash offering and a one year financial commitment to be 
given in weekly or monthly payments. Then, add those two 
offerings together on the Commitment Card and bring to 
worship on Sunday, Nov. 20. Gifts may also be made online 
at hopedesmoines.org, or dropped off at the church office 
(1821 Ingersoll) any time. If you have questions about online 
giving, or other forms of gifts, please call 515-282-4481.

Q: Why are children being asked to participate in  
this offering?
A: Children are not just the future of the church, they 
are a big part of the church right now. We want them to 
participate so they can experience the joy of cheerful giving! 
That’s why they’ll be collecting money during HopeKids 
each week of the campaign and invited to participate in 
the processional offering with the entire congregation on 
Sunday, Nov. 20. 

Q: Are we doing this giving campaign because we are in 
some kind of trouble financially?
A: No. And, the leadership at Hope is not going to sound 
a false alarm as a fundraising gimmick to try and get you 
to give more. Financially, Hope Des Moines is doing well, 
praise God! We meet the budgetary goals, pay our bills 
and compensate staff fairly (based on a salary survey of 
thousands of churches). 

Q: Do all of the opportunities to give to Hope through 
various assets apply to the Des Moines campus facility 
fund?
A: Yes! For more information, refer to the Bible-Based Giving 
folder in your packet.

Q: What about my regular giving to Hope Des Moines? 
Do the funds stay with the campus or go back to the 
West Des Moines campus?
A: Any offering given at Hope Des Moines or another Hope 
campus goes specifically to that campus. Online gifts may 
also be designated to a specific campus.

Q: What if I don’t have any money to give? Should I give 
my last dollar to the church in order to prove my faith? 
If I don’t have much to give, how do I feel or become a 
part of this campaign?
A: Absolutely not. If you are down to your last dollar, the 
church should be giving to you, not the other way around. 
The church has a responsibility not to take your last coins 
(Luke 21:1-4 is one of the most misinterpreted texts in 
the Bible, and I’ll do some teaching on that during this 
campaign). This campaign is to teach those who are hurting 
as much about biblical truths about giving as it is to those 
who are financially secure. There are plenty of ways to give to 
the church with the other resources God has given you. No 
one should look down on you for giving what you can and 
what God has called you to do or give. The manner in which 
you give is more important than the amount. No one will 
pressure you to give more than you are spiritually prepared 
to give. No one will be counting your offering at the altar. 



Your offering is a holy thing and an act of worship between 
you and God, whether it is your treasure, your time or your 
talent you are giving to God’s church.

Q: I thought the Bible commanded “tithing?” Should I 
base my giving on that?
A: Tithing – setting aside the first 10 percent of our income 
for God – is a biblical guideline for giving, introduced in the 
Old Testament (Leviticus 27:30), and lifted up by Jesus as 
something good to do (Luke 11:42). Yet, in that same verse, 
Jesus insists that tithing as a religious action apart from love 
and justice is incomplete. Jesus wants us to give more than 
our tithes – he wants our hearts, and reminds us that our 
hearts and treasures hang out together (Matthew 6:20-21). 
He wants to set us free from living for things that won’t last, 
and invest in eternal things. Biblically speaking, then, tithing 
is not a litmus test for righteous living, nor is it necessarily a 
maximum offering for believers (Luke 12:48, Luke 19:8). It is 
a biblical guideline that many Christians apply as we seek to 
live out a life filled with freedom, peace and joy – even when 
it comes to money.

Q: OK, so what’s the bottom-line … how much should I 
give? What’s the average gift that each household needs 
to offer in order to accomplish our goal?
A: Sorry, but we won’t tell you what to give, because we 
don’t know the answer. Only God does. We’re not even 
going to suggest an amount. And, we hope you don’t 

decide what to give based on some reasonable calculation, 
factoring in what you gave last time plus or minus an income 
change. Nor some other formula for coming up with a 
number that has nothing to do with what God wants; we 
want you to discover the joy and freedom of giving God’s 
way … and that won’t happen if you let a human being tell 
you what to give.  

Q: So how am I supposed to know what to give?
A: It’s not complicated. It’s a matter of faith …God’s 
revelation, not human reason! 

 STEP #1: PRAY. Ask God this simple question:

  “What do you want to do through me to accomplish your 
will for this church?”

  STEP #2: LISTEN TO GOD. Keep asking until you “hear” 
God’s answer. If you don’t get anything – in other words, if 
you don’t get a pretty strong indication in your heart, soul, 
or mind as you pray each day throughout this campaign – 
then quiet your life until you can. Be still. Listen. God will 
write a number on your heart, soul, or mind (Psalm 46:10).

  STEP #3: TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH. Trust God enough 
to do whatever he calls you to do, believing that he will 
provide the means to make it happen (2 Corinthians 
9:6-11). Now you’re giving as a matter of faith – and thus, 
experiencing the joy and freedom of Bible-based giving 
without anyone telling you, other than God, what to give! 
Enjoy the feeling!
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