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As September brings about a new school year 
for many families, it also starts a new fiscal year 
for Lutheran Church of Hope. As we look back 
at our fiscal year that ended on Aug. 31, 2018, it 
is exciting to see all of the amazing things God 
is doing at and through Hope! A few highlights 
when looking at the numbers:

 Average weekly attendance increased by  
615 people

 General fund giving increased by 6.1 percent
 We gave away more than 1,750 T-shirts to 

folks visiting Hope for the first time
 More than 6,164 families financially 

supported Hope
 More than 45 percent of giving was donated 

using online giving, an increase of 5 percent
 The Hope Legacy Foundation has grown to 

more than $1.7 million (this includes over 
$145,000 in contributions made during the 
fiscal year from more than 80 families)

 More than $1.2 million was donated during 
our Advent and Lent projects

 And so much more!

While last year was great, I look forward to 
seeing what God has instore for this fiscal year, 
and the years to come.
 
Please know that your financial support 
of Lutheran Church of Hope is used to support 
and grow the ministries of Hope, and allows 
us to not only connect more people to the 
transformation that comes with a relationship 
with our Lord, Jesus Christ, but also allows us 
to partner and help serve our community, our 
state, our country and the world around us 
through our mission partners.
 
We invite you to take a look at this financial 
report as a brief highlight of everything God  
is doing through and in Hope. Thank you 
for being an amazing place, Hope! We look  
forward to 2018-19!
 

Chris Gunnare
Executive Minister: Operations & Human 
Resources
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“You must e
ach decide in your h

eart h
ow much to give.

And don’t g
ive re

luctantly or in
 re

sponse to pressu
re.

For G
od loves th

e perso
n who gives c

heerfu
lly.”

 

2 Corin
thians 9

:7

TOTAL GIVEN
(to Hope’s General Fund)

$13,034,966

NOVEMBER
$1,025,229

SEPTEMBER
$819,556

JANUARY
$1,006,373

DECEMBER
$2,277,764

OCTOBER
$1,031,548

FEBRUARY
$866,944

MARCH
$933,998

MAY
$985,596

JUNE
$857,027

APRIL
$1,212,606

JULY
$1,041,380

AUGUST
$937,037
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Hope Waukee Hope Ankeny

Hope Grimes



2017-18 OPERATING
EXPENSES OVERVIEW

(General Fund)

Discipleship
Facilities
Hospitality
Interest Expenses*
Operations
Outreach
Personnel^‡

Youth & Family

22%

18%

30%

2%
13%

5%

3%

7%

* In the 2017-18 FY, Hope Ankeny, Des Moines & Waukee had building debt
^ National average of personnel expenses for churches is 40-50 percent
‡ Includes all personnel not directly aligned to a listed ministry

4



5

Hope Ames

Hope Des Moines



MISSIONS TOTAL GIVING
(through missions FY)

$4,444,512.26
“But as fo

r m
e and my family,

 we 

will s
erve th

e LO
RD.”

Joshua 24
:15

Direct Ministry Support:
$590,392.08
These gifts were given through Hope as individual donations 
for specific mission partners. 100 percent of all gifts were 
given to the mission partner of their choosing.

2017 Advent Project: A Voice of Hope
$570,499.19
Money was raised for our mission partner ChildVoice International to bring hope to 
thousands of vulnerable girls living in refugee settlement campus in Uganda.

ELCA Disaster Response:
$173,860.37
In times of crisis and natural disaster, you continue to step 
up and raise the necessary funds needed to help these 
areas respond and rebuild. 100 percent of all donations we 
raised went to provide immediate support to affected areas.

2018 Lenten Project: A Home of Hope
$652,455.86
Money was raised for the purchase of a second home for our mission partner Ruth Harbor in Carlisle, IA. 
Ruth Harbor provides a Christ-centered home and support for young women (and their babies) who have 
experienced unplanned pregnancies in our community. This second home provides them the opportunity to 
reach even more young mothers and their infants.

Given through Café Hope
$84,129.51

100 percent of all proceeds from Café Hope go to Missions.
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The Hope Mission Board works hard to 
distribute those dollars evenly both locally
and globally.
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West Des Moineslutheranchurchofhope.org


