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MISSION
VISION
CORE
VALUES

WHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO DO

Reach out to the world around us and share the everlasting love of Jesus Christ!

WHO GOD IS CALLING US TO BE

A Spirited (Acts 2), Growing (Matthew 28) and Christ–centered (John 13) community filled with hope!

HOW GOD IS CALLING US TO ACT

1. Jesus is life. The rest is details.
Jesus Christ alone is our hope, and
the only real and lasting hope for
the world (John 14:6). We love him.
For this reason, we don’t apologize
for the gospel or for putting our
relationship with him first in our lives
(Romans 1:16). We strive to respond
faithfully to the call of Jesus to follow
him above all else in this world,
which so often competes for our
time, energy and attention
(Luke 14:15-24).

2. Lost people matter to God
and so they matter to us.
Jesus was sent to reconcile a lost
world to God (Luke 15:1–32), and
he calls us to do the same. We like
unchurched people, and we know
what a difference Jesus can make in
their lives. For this reason, we seek
to reach out to the world around
us and share the everlasting love of
Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19–20,
John 20:21, 1 Corinthians 9:19–27,
Lutheran Church of Hope mission
statement).

3. We worship God, not
tradition.
Where tradition helps to proclaim
the good news of Jesus Christ and
further the mission of our church, we
embrace it. Where tradition becomes
a wall between God and his people,
we seek to tear it down (John 2:13–22,
Matthew 23:13–36, John 9:1–41).
While the gospel message of Jesus
Christ remains unchanged (Hebrews
13:8), the manner in which it is
proclaimed must change for it to
be communicated effectively in a
changing world (Mark 2:21–22).
In our worship and in our ministry,
we intentionally offer a wide variety
of options from traditional to
contemporary and we remain open
to new waves of innovation sent to
the church by the Holy Spirit of
God – all for the sake of Christian
mission (Psalm 146–150, Acts 2:1–42)

4. Following Jesus is a growing
experience.
We can’t outgrow Christian faith.
As modern day disciples of Jesus
Christ, we are called to move from
spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity

(Philippians 3:13–14, Ephesians
4:12–14). For this reason, we strive
to bring people into an ever–
growing relationship with Jesus
Christ (Matthew 28:19). This growth
best happens in small groups (Acts
2:42–47). As we grow in faith, we
turn our hearts to God, giving of
ourselves and our resources – freely
and cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7).

5. We are one body, united in
Jesus Christ.
We are a church of individuals,
different in many ways, yet called
together by God to be one in
ministry and mission. As members
of the same body, we become more
effective when we work in harmony
as a unified whole (John 17:20–23).
Among us, love for one another is
the norm (John 13:34, Romans 13:8),
conflicts are resolved according
to the teaching of Jesus (Matthew
18:15–17), and we seek to build
each other up (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
We rejoice together, and we suffer
together (1 Corinthians 12:25–27).
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young women facing unplanned
pregnancies. Our hope was that we could
help Ruth Harbor fund the purchase of a
second home in the area to double their
reach. Not only did you help Ruth Harbor
realize this dream, you generously gave
enough for them to purchase the entire
home in cash, plus renovations. We’re on
a mission from God!

You regularly invite unchurched friends and
neighbors to one of our six campuses around
central Iowa – West Des Moines, Ankeny, Des
Moines, Grimes, Waukee and Ames – so they
can hear the life-changing good news of Jesus
Christ. As a result, Hope is listed again in Outreach
Magazine’s recently published 100 FastestGrowing Churches in America. Adult baptisms
(marking Holy Spirit-inspired faith awakenings) by
the hundreds are a regular occurrence at Hope.
We’re on a mission from God!

There’s so much more to celebrate in
2018 … the opening of Hope’s beautiful
new church building in Grimes; the
phenomenal expansion of Hope’s
ministries for youth and young adults at all
of our campuses (PowerLife for students
in grades 6-8, Ignition for students in
grades 9-12, Kairos for college-aged
students at Iowa State, REVIVE for young
adults in West Des Moines and Des
Moines); the generous outpouring of food
donations for our annual Souper Bowl
Food Drive where we strive to stock
the shelves of every food pantry in
the community; hundreds of Hope
folks volunteering to serve on nearly 20
short-term mission trips all over the world;
new Life Groups forming at every Hope
campus; 90+ people signed up (much to
our surprise, forcing us to cap enrollment)
for a new three-and-a-half hour weekly
prayer class on Friday nights to help
Hope folks activate their spiritual gifts; the
exciting development of new Hope
Local Sites (house churches or groups
who worship together weekly via
hopeonline.tv) are popping up in
communities all over the Midwest; lifechanging recovery and care ministries
through Celebrate Recovery and
weekly support groups; booming
men’s and women’s ministries;
over 7,000 children attending this
summer’s Vacation Bible School at
Hope. We’re on a mission from God!

During Lent, we collected a special offering for
one of our mission partners, Ruth Harbor – a
life-giving home that supports and educates

Nothing surprises me anymore at Hope.
Many years ago, we set the sails of this
church to the wind of the Holy Spirit, so

Mission looks good on you, Lutheran
Church of Hope! Thanks for living out
and embracing our annual theme in
2018: On a Mission from God!

A Note from Our Senior Pastor
By Mike Housholder
In typical Hope style – with faith and grit and a
healthy desire to let your light shine – you carry
out our church’s stated mission to reach
out to the world around us and share the
everlasting love of Jesus Christ in a highly
effective and transformational way …
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As Christians, we turn to the Bible as our highest source
and norm for all matters of faith and daily life.

we know the source of all the miracles over the
past 25 years is a God thing from beginning
to end. And, we look forward with great
anticipation to see what God wants to do
through us next, in 2019, as a church family …
The year ahead at Hope will include an exciting
primary focus on becoming more fluent in
Scripture … and applying it to daily life! We’re
taking a deeper dive (get out your scuba gear)
as a church into 12 (one per month) of the most
important faith-building, hope-expanding and
love-strengthening books of the Bible.
To that end, our annual theme for 2019 will
be 12 Books in 12 Months: God’s Word for
Everyday Life! I can’t wait to serve as one of
your pastoral tour guides through these
12 books of the Bible in 2019, because I know
what an open-minded encounter with the Word
of God can produce for you …
“There’s nothing like the written Word of
God for showing you the way to salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part
of Scripture is God-breathed and useful
one way or another—showing us truth,
exposing our rebellion, correcting our
mistakes, training us to live God’s way.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17 The Message

The Holy Bible is the greatest book ever
written. One of my majors in college was
English literature, so I’m a big fan of classic
written works. That said, even the most
brilliant written work from the greatest human
authors – Melville’s Moby Dick, Lee’s To Kill
a Mockingbird, Bronte’s Jane Eyre, Dicken’s
Great Expectations, etc. – pale in comparison
to the written and inspired Word of God.
As Christians, we turn to the Bible as our highest
source and norm for all matters of faith and
daily life. Faithful Christianity has never been
about conforming to popular opinion polls or
attempting to align our views with the latest
whims and ideologies of modern culture.
Rather, we let God’s Word lead and
guide us in all our ways.

The Bible says what we believe, and we believe what it says.
Scripture is timeless. It’s relevant. It’s life-changing. And
most of the time it’s the most direct way God communicates
directly to most of us.
That’s the difference between the Bible and any other book. Even
books written about God are just that – words written by human
authors about God. But the Bible is God’s Word written
through human authors for us. There’s no other book like it.
Given all of that, it seems natural that everyone in the whole wide
world would want to be fully familiar and fluent in the Holy Bible …
but too often we aren’t. Lots of us have a Bible, but not enough
of us understand what it really says. Irreligious and religious
folks alike ignore the Bible, quote it out of context, or
assume it says something it doesn’t. Even well-intended
would-be readers of Scripture try to tackle it by reading the Bible
cover to cover … but too often get lost and give up somewhere
around Leviticus.
As a church, we want to change that for you. We want you, and
the entire body of Christ called Lutheran Church of Hope, to be
biblically fluent (not just biblically literate, but fluent). By the end
of 2019, if you read the Bible daily (we’ll provide a guided
daily tour), worship weekly (we’ll preach highly relevant and
applicable sermons on the daily readings), and study the Word
in groups (women’s, men’s, student, Life Groups, Bible studies,
Page 2, etc.) … you’ll know God’s Word, and you’ll discover a
quiet confidence (“confidence” literally means to walk with faith),
along with a keen awareness of God’s presence and will for you in
every life circumstance.
It’s going to be a really good year at Hope! Find your Bible (or
we’ll give you a free one – just ask!) and get ready for a
life-changing journey!
As I close, let me share my sincere and heartfelt appreciation
for each and every one of the amazing pastors, ministry staff
and volunteer leaders I’m blessed to serve alongside here in
this church. I thank God for the amazing team of servant leaders
assembled at Hope. They are hyper-talented, wildly committed
to the cause, occasionally goofy (like me), and it is pure joy and a
rich honor for me to do church together with them. And, I feel the
same about all of you who make up this church called Hope.
Thank you!

Grace & Peace,
Mike Housholder, Senior Pastor
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HopeKids
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WELCOME
TO HOPE,
WE’RE GLAD
YOU’RE HERE!
“…when two or three of you are together because
of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.”
Matthew 18:20

TOTAL
Members:

21,383

In 2018
we welcomed

904

New
Members

Want to become a member?

Join us for our upcoming New Member Class:
Sunday, Jan. 6, 12:30-3:00 pm at Hope West Des Moines
Sunday, Jan. 6, 12:30-2:30 pm at Hope Des Moines
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“We are many parts of one body, and we all
belong to each other.”
Romans 12:5
Hope West Des Moines

Hope Ames

ONE CHURCH.
MULTIPLE
LOCATIONS.

Hope Ankeny

Hope was named the

Hope was named the

fastest growing church
in the country in 2018*

largest church
in the country in 2018*

96th

2008
Hope Des Moines

25th

6,801

2009		
7,480
2010		
8,408
2011		
9,123
2012		
9,880
2013		
10,231
2014		
10,536

Hope Grimes

2015		
11,115
2016		 11,195

2017			
11,214

2018			
11,672
Average attendance at weekend worship
(Does not include HopeOnline.tv viewers)
Hope Waukee

*Outreach Magazine: 2018 Outreach 100 Fastest Growing Churches
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Worshiping
together as
a church
family every
weekend as
we journeyed
through our
2018 Sermon
Series Theme:
“On a Mission
from God!”

The
baptisms of

The

Witnessing
what it’s like
to worship
with the faith
of a child,
with

Watching
seeds of faith
grow each
week, as

Being able
to walk
alongside

Seeing the
tremendous
growth
Ignition (our
high school
ministry for
grades 9-12)
experienced,
with

Seeing the
culture of
prayer grow
in amazing
ways, with
countless
number
of people
coming
forward after
weekend
services
to receive
prayer from
trained prayer
partners,
or lighting
candles
while saying
a prayer for
someone else.

The

Hearing from
many of the

7,835
people
each
weekend,
in fact!

450

people

washing each
and every one
of their sins,
and marking
the beginning
of a new life
in Christ!

573

people

who took The
Alpha Course
(a class
for anyone
looking to
explore the
Christian
faith)! Many
non-believers
became
believers.
Many who
weren’t
attending
church
regularly
now attend.
Many who
had never
experienced
the power of
the Holy Spirit,
now know the
feeling of His
presence.
It’s a beautiful
thing!

5,954
kids

attending
Vacation
Bible
School – all
of them
dancing and
jumping for
Jesus during
our two-week
Jesus party!

2,250
kids

participated
in HopeKids
(Hope’s
version of
Sunday
School).
And seeing
many of them
start to form
the habit
of weekly
worship at
such a young
age!

1,009
junior
high
students
as they
attended
PowerLife
(our
confirmation
program for
students in
grades 6-8)!

565

high
school
students

attending
programming
each week!

2,638

volunteers
who
faithfully and
generously
served in
our various
ministries
throughout
the year! We
couldn’t be
the church
without you!

1,536
people

currently
plugged in to
a Life Group
about the
amazing ways
their group
is supporting
and
encouraging
them as they
go through
life together!
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Missions. Just
a few of the
highlights:
As a campus,
Hope Ames
donated more
than

Vacation
Bible School.
Over

Women’s
and men’s
ministry.
Hope Ames
had its first
women’s
retreat, which
was attended
by

PowerLife
and Igntion.
Hope Ames
saw

One-year
anniversary
celebration.
Our church
celebrated
its first year
at Bandshell
Park, as

Alpha.
Over

Baptisms.
More than

people

people

women.

confirm their
faith in Christ.
The Ignition
(high school)
school
students
amazed
our church
with their
eagerness to
invite friends
to church,
growing from
a group of
three to
over 20.

Kairos (and
reconstructing
The Link).
Our college
ministry,
Kairos, has
grown so
rapidly that
we’ve needed
to tear down
all the walls in
The Link just to
make room for
them.
More than

Growth.
God has
blessed Hope
Ames with
incredible
growth.
Average
weekend
attendance
has grown by
100 in a year,
and over

Reaching out
to the world
around us
to share the
everlasting
love of Jesus
Christ! Hope
Ames has
been touched
by the hand
of God. We’ve
seen spirits
restored,
hearts healed,
and lives
changed, all
for the better.
His love for us
has moved us
to share that
love with our
neighbors.
This is only
the beginning.
and the best
is yet to
come!

4,000
pounds
of food

to local
pantries for
the Souper
Bowl Food
drive. We
helped hand
out school
supplies to
750 students
in Story
Country.
Our church
supplied
Christmas gifts
for dozens
of families in
Ames. A team
of college
students
traveled to
Haiti for a
mission trip.
We joined the
rest of Hope’s
campuses in
global, local,
and disaster
relief projects.

100
kids

(and another
30 volunteers)
filled The Link
this summer
for our first
ever VBS. The
kids learned
about how
much God
loves them
and how they
can shine
the light of
Jesus into
the lives of
their friends.
Plus, the kids
doubled their
donation goal
to help feed
the hungry in
Story County.
These kids are
continuing
to celebrate
God’s love for
them every
weekend at
HopeKids.

50+

The men’s
ministry
continued
to grow and
is looking
forward to a
retreat this
spring!
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PowerLife
(junior
high)
students

500+

gathered to
worship, eat
delicious
barbeque and
play games.

60

in our church
took Alpha,
a 10-week
course that
asks the
first order
questions of
life and faith.
By the end
of our time
together, 12
were baptized
or reaffirmed
their baptism.
We’re thrilled
to start our
second round
of Alpha in
January!

40

were baptized
or reaffirmed
their baptism
at Hope Ames
this year!

135

students

gather to
worship and
hang out in a
grace-based,
Jesus-centered
community
every
Wednesday at
8:00 pm.

90

people

have joined
as church
members.
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Our 2018
Building
Campaign,
Building
2 a Hope
Beyond, has
Hope Ankeny
dreaming
about
expansion of
the current
facility. Over

Our
partnership
with LSI
Global
Greens
CSA, where
we helped
distribute
vegetables
grown by
refuges in the
Des Moines
area, roughly
translated
into

A member of
our Prayer
Team was
praying for
someone after
worship who
was in need
of a kidney
transplant.
While praying
the message
from God was
“I gave you
two good
kidneys.”
So she
was tested,
determined to
be a match,
and the man
she prayed for
received one
of her good
kidneys, and
they are both
doing great
post-surgery!

Rainfall of 10”
in a couple
hours led to
devastating
flooding in
Ankeny in
early July and
forced the
YMCA to close
its doors for
a season. In
the aftermath,
Hope was
able to open
its doors to
the YMCA
and host
some of their
scheduled
daytime
programs.
As a result,
a growing
partnership
with the
YMCA has
been helpful
in carrying
out the
mission of
Hope.

HopeFamilies
Wednesdays
continues to
reach more
and more
families
all of the
time. It’s an
opportunity
for parents
and children
to share a
meal and
grow in their
faith together.
In 2018 the
group had
to move to
The Harbor to
accommodate
the influx
of families
participating.

PowerLife
used to meet
with students
in grades 6, 7
and 8 as one
group. In 2018,
after running
out of room
to be able
to do that,
each grade
has been
meeting with
staggered
starts so
everyone can
experience
both Large
Group and
Small Group.
The Student
Ministry band
has more
students
vocalists and
instrumentalists
than ever
before as
Zoe Vorwerk
(Hope Ankeny
Worship
Coordinator)
is creating
a worship
culture in our
students.

Ignition is
impacting
more high
schoolers
than ever.
The inspiring
leadership
of staff and
volunteers is
tapping the
emerging
leadership
potential
of our high
school
students.

The
Cupboard,
Hope
Ankeny’s
Emergency
Food Pantry
in partnership
with the Food
Bank of Iowa,
averaged

Celebrate
Recovery
meets
Monday
nights
at Hope
Ankeny. This
Bible-based
recovery
program
is helping
people from
all kinds of
background
who are
affected by
hurts, habits
and hang-ups
experience
the healing
power of
Jesus. The
recovery
community
being built
through
Celebrate
Recovery is
helping our
congregation
live up to our
name – Hope!

Thanks to
our mission
partner Hope
Ministries, on
Thanksgiving
Day,
volunteers
from Hope
Ankeny
packaged
and delivered
300+ hot
meals to
neighbors in
the Ankeny
area for
Thanksgiving.

$3

million

has been
pledged
toward a
phase two
addition
that will
create more
(and better)
room for the
ministries of
Hope Ankeny.

$9,000
for their
ministry
through the
20 people
who picked
up their
veggies at
the Ankeny
campus
throughout
the summer
and fall.
We hope to
double our
distribution
next year in
Ankeny.

850

individuals
served per
month.
In 2018, so far
we’ve served

9,300

individuals
from 20
different
communities
in our area
(including
Des Moines,
Grimes, West
Des Moines
and Ames).
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Witnessing
over 80
baptisms
of adults,
students and
children into
new life in
Christ!

Embarking
on our
Building 2 a
Hope Beyond
campaign
led by 50+
volunteers
with gifts and
pledges over

The launch of
REVIVE DSM,
our ministry
for young
adults in their
20s and 30s,
including
weekly
worship on
Tuesdays.

Watching the
growth of
our student
ministry, just
beginning
three years
ago, now
serving
close to

Experiencing
the continued
growth of our
Breakfast
Club
ministry,
now serving
close to

The joy of
watching

experience
the love of
Jesus in wild
and crazy
ways at
Vacation Bible
School in July!

The exciting
additions
of several
new staff
members
including
children’s
director,
facility
coordinator
and nursery
coordinator to
our growing
team.

Multiple new
life and
recovery
groups
forming for
men, women
and couples,
and the
continuation
of the Alpha
and CORE
classes, with
300+ adults
in weekly
discipleship.

Celebrating our

homeless
and lowincome
guests

Seeing
more and
more young
families with
children in
our Hope
Downtown
Preschool
(now in its
third year)
finding a
church home
for the first
time.

$1
million
for an
additional
facility
coming in
2019!

40

students
weekly.

150

weekly with
over 75
volunteers.

145+
kids
and

75+

adult
volunteers

10th

anniversary
as a campus
in June with
a party in the
parking lot,
food, games
and worship –
celebrating all
that God has
done!
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The opening
of our new
church
building in
September
was a great
realization of
God’s work
among us
to lead us
deeper into
his love and
mission.

The explosion
of Women’s
Ministry.
Through a
great team
of leaders,
a thriving
women’s
ministry has
launched with
Bible studies,
The Gathering,
care for new
moms, and
women’s Life
Groups.

In November
we raised
an outdoor
cross to a
height of

The growth
of our
Student
Ministry!
Our junior
high ministry
PowerLife
has grown by
25% to

Vacation
Bible School
experienced
record
turnout and
participation
this year with

35

A newly
formed Men’s
Ministry
leader team
launched a
new growth
opportunity
for men called
the 33 The
Series.

Opened
deeper
partnerships
with Grimes
church
leaders to
pray for our
community
and develop
partnerships
to serve and
reach the
community
with Jesus’
love.

Our
congregation,
in partnership
with area
churches,
supported
local
Fellowship
of Christian
Athlete
groups at
an annual
all-area
high school
student
worship
gathering,
Fields of
Faith, with
more than

Al-Anon and
AA groups
were started
for people,
families and
friends who
struggle
with alcohol
issues. These
two care
and support
ministries
have quickly
impacted our
community
with support
and care.

50’

that shines
every day into
the world,
proclaiming
the love of
Jesus.

250

students

in 2018.
Ignition, our
high school
ministry,
launched a
student band
and student
leadership
team. Both
ministries
are led by
excellent
volunteer
leaders and
mentors.

730
kids
and

430

volunteers

hearing the
stories of God
and making
an impact
through the
VBS mission
project.

Life
Groups

over (350
people)
gathered
in people’s
homes for our
annual fall
life groups
campaign
focused
on how we
grow to love
everybody
always. One
highlight is a
comment a
person new
to the church
shared – “We
found a Life
Group we
love.”

1,000

students.
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Start of
mid-week
Wednesday
programming
on early outs,
HopeKids
After School.

The launch
this fall of
our children’s
Jammin’ for
Jesus Choir
(grades 1-5).

Vacation
Bible School
propelled
us into the
fall with two
sessions
offered for the
first time and

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
helped Hope
Waukee to
serve

Launch
of Hope
Waukee
Preschool
and mid-year
addition of
2-year-old
program.

200

Connecting
an average of

in Dallas
County.

Members
of the
congregation
began
preparing and
delivering
meals to
people in
need with
Meals of
Hope.

In May 2018,

1,495

In August,
Hope Waukee
partnered
with Grant
Ragan
Elementary
with a
program
called
Change A
Child’s Story.

over

attending.

7

food
pantries

32

8th-grade
students
were
confirmed
through
PowerLife.
In the fall of
2018, both
PowerLife
and Ignition
kicked off with

324

students –

more than
ever (259
for PowerLife
and 65 for
Ignition).

individuals
connected in
Life Groups.

1,132
people

each week
to the
everlasting
love of Jesus
through
HopeKids
and weekend
worship!
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ALPHA AT HOPE!

“Until my wife signed us up for Alpha in June of this year I really didn’t know anything about God or religion, and wasn’t
really sure if I believed. While attending Alpha I learned so much. I know that God loves me and that he wants
to have a relationship with me. The Holy Spirit Retreat was amazing; I had so many questions answered. At the
retreat, when the prayer partner who was praying over me lifted their hands, it felt like a weight was being lifted from
me. Alpha ended with the option of being baptized and I’m happy to share I was baptized – full immersion, of course!
I started praying and things just started to happen, prayers were answered. There are times when I’m driving
when a certain song plays on the radio and the tears just flow. It actually makes me feel better and I know that God is
stepping in and letting me know he is here. I am definitely more at peace with myself. I enjoy reading my Bible app on
breaks at work and I try to spread the word whenever possible. It has really helped me put things in perspective.
Now it’s not my wife making me go to church, but when are we going next?! Oh, yeah, did I mention that my blood
pressure is now back to ‘normal.’ I am very thankful for Hope and the opportunities it has given me to grow my faith.”

– Bruce
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What is Alpha?

We believe everyone should have the chance to ask
questions, share their point of view and explore the Christian faith! The Alpha
Course is a great way to get connected and explore in a relaxed, nonthreatening manner. It is enjoyed as much by those who have never set foot in
a church, as it is by the regular church-goer. No matter your background, whether
investigating Christianity for the first time or revisiting your faith, everyone is certain
to benefit from The Alpha Course!

Join us for one of our next
Alpha sessions!
Hope West Des Moines
Sundays, Jan. 13 – March 10, 12:30-2:30 pm
Wednesdays, Jan. 16 – March 13, 9:15-11:15 am
Hope Ankeny
Sundays, Jan. 13 – March 10, 12:30-3:00 pm

772
people took Alpha in 2018

Hope Ames
Mondays, Jan. 14 – March 11, 6:00-8:00 pm

lutheranchurchofhope.org/alpha

“I walked into Alpha a bit apprehensive. People rave about the life-changing moments that
happen, yet I couldn’t imagine being one that physically felt what others had felt as they dug
deeper into what Christianity meant to them. But, God grabbed my attention and focused
my eyes in such a miraculous way that I can’t even explain in a short paragraph. The Alpha
teachings helped pave a road of understanding and acceptance of the Lord’s
goodness and mercy for me. It gave me the awareness that God has and always will love
us outrageously; that Jesus walked and breathed on this earth in the same exact flesh as us;
and that the Holy Spirit is present. Oh man, the Holy Spirit is SO present here at Hope and
beyond. And we, as children of God, have this ability to grasp on to what he wants us to do
and soar on this beautiful path set before us.”

– Ali
“I love that Alpha is for anyone who’s curious, and that it’s a safe, friendly place to
explore the basics of Christian faith. And when you first come you aren’t sure why
you are there, but after 10 weeks of learning, growing with others, and time with
God, your life is changed for the best! When I first came to Alpha I had been a
Christian all my life, but wasn’t in a relationship with God. After Alpha I left with
a better understanding of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and who I was
created to be. Then, I became a host and grew deeper with God and had a front
row seat at watching people’s lives being changed. Alpha is my forever family – we
have fun, laugh, grow, pray, and love people right where we are each day!”

– Holly

AMES
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GETTING
CONNECTED,
GROWING IN
FAITH!
“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be
built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth
you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.”
Colossians 2:7
There are hundreds of classes and
events happening year-round at
Hope at all of our campuses, and
we invite you to get plugged in.
Whether you’re young or old, new
to faith or a seasoned Christian,
there’s a place for you! Check out
what’s happening in 2019 by visiting
lutheranchurchofhope.org/classes.
And, if you haven’t already taken
Alpha, see page 15 for more details
on this awesome class at many of
our campuses!

4,704
people took a class
in 2018
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“God’s taken me on a journey that wasn’t
always easy, it was oppressive at times,
joy-filled at others. It’s had a lot of peaks
and valleys. But, the people that I met
through the Purposeful Living ministry
were there to support me, pray for me,
and most importantly, model what it looks
like to walk in God’s love. I had never
had that; my life had been buried in
darkness and God used Purposeful
Living to bring it into the light.”

– Lori, Purposeful Living Ministry

“Joining Men of Hope has been the
one of most beneficial things I have
done for myself in a long time.
In my crazy, busy, hectic life trying to
balance my work and home life,
I have found a group that helps me put
perspective on what is truly important
to me. I am able explore my faith in
a way that I have never been able to
before. I realize now that you don’t
have to be perfect to receive Gods
love, you just need to be open to it!”

– Nathan, Men’s Ministry
“Core 2 was a worthwhile
experience. Through constructing a
“life map” and looking back through my
life, I could see God in every struggle.
I saw how God was with me at every
turn in my past, and how his redemptive
power transformed my life. As I looked
at my “life map” I could hear the Holy
Spirit saying, ‘and I will put my spirit in
you, and change your heart of stone to
flesh, and you will know my love”. No
matter how dark I thought parts of my
life were, he was always with me."

“Before we took Financial Peace
University, our finances were a mess.
We lacked the knowledge to make
wise financial decisions and it was
leading to all sorts of headaches not
only with our finances but with our
marriage as well. I'm so grateful
the church offered this class – it
really changed our thinking and
approach to managing our money and
communicating in our marriage.”

– Dave, Core 2

– Eric, Financial Peace University

“Being involved in the Creative
Arts Ministry has given me a sense
of worth, purpose, and pure JOY
by using my art passions and abilities
for creating and teaching for Jesus’
Kingdom! The relationships of artists
have made an impact on me, to grow,
encourage and challenge our abilities
and personnel faith. I love how Jesus
speaks through many art mediums to
open hearts. It’s my FUN place to be!”

“Last Christmas my husband and
I announced that our family was starting
a new adventure in Iowa. To say I was
hesitant is an understatement; I couldn’t
imagine leaving our families, friends, and
the church where our lives had become
centered. We found Hope shortly after
moving and I suddenly didn’t feel so
out of place. Joining the Women’s
Ministry has grounded me here. In
a place where I knew no one, I found a
sisterhood of women who welcomed me
with open arms and open hearts. The
Women’s Ministry has filled me up
with real connections, deeper bible
study, and a driving purpose I didn’t
know I was even missing.”

– Nancy, Creative Arts

– Kali, Women’s Ministry
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DOING LIFE TOGETHER!
“We’re better together!” We tend to say that a lot around here. And, we say it
because it’s true. God created us to live in community with one another. The purpose of
Hope’s Life Groups ministry is to bring people together in
growing, Christ-centered relationships. Life Groups at
Hope are small groups of people who meet regularly to
pray together, connect in Christ-centered relationships,
grow in their relationship with God, and serve the
world around them.

1,649
people are in a
Life Group

“Sometimes it is hard to safely find someone to help you along
your faithful journey. Having a safe place to discuss, pray and
learn is invaluable! Sharing your faith, questions, prayers, and
life with trusted friends has helped me to grow, and provided me
with the blessings of lifelong friends. Our Life Group has been such
a significant influence on the deepening of my faith and
experiencing life as a part of God’s family. We’ve studied The Story,
done video series, used weekly sermon notes, attended Tuesday
night Page 2 and sometimes just met to discuss life.While there are
times that we meet weekly, there are also times where we merely
keep in touch. Our group has shared great joy and supported
one another through great sadness and challenges. I know these
people – I know their hearts and they know mine. We are so
blessed to be a part of each other’s lives and experiencing the joy
of community in Christ.”

"It’s kind of amazing how our Life Group formed. As Alpha
hosts, my husband and I connected with several couples in
our group, and one of those couples became Alpha hosts
who connected with two more couples. Then a few of the
guys clicked with someone in a Men’s Ministry group who
invited his wife to join us, and boom – our group became a
community! That was more than 13 years ago! We’ve been
meeting twice a month ever since, except during a gutwrenching crisis when we met every week to support one of
the couples. Without a doubt, we have each other’s
backs. We hold each other up through the tough stuff.
We rejoice together when things are going well. We build up
each other’s faith. And we pray together. Prayer is a priority
and we’ve seen how God has worked through and answered
those prayers. I’d say what we have is more than a Life
Group, it’s a Life-Saving Group.”

– Linda

– Cathie

Want to join a Life Group?
Check out Group Launch

Mondays, Feb. 4-25, 6:30-8:00 pm at Hope West Des Moines!
Or visit the Life Groups page on your campus website for ways to join or start a new group!
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“So speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you’ll all be together in this,
no one left out, no one left behind. I know you’re already doing this; just keep on doing it.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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Total Given to Missions*

$4,444,512.26
*through fiscal year Sept. 2017 – Aug. 2018

BEING
THE
CHURCH
“You are the light of the
world … let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so
that everyone will praise
your heavenly Father.”
Matthew 5:13-16

225
people went on a
mission trip
in 2018

The Hope Missions Board works hard to distribute those dollars
evenly locally and globally through our many mission partners.

Local Mission Partners

Bidwell Riverside Center
Booster Pak
Central Iowa Shelter and Services
Convoy of Hope
Delta Emerging Leadership Academy
Des Moines Area Religious Council
Elim Christian Fellowship
Family Promise of Greater Des Moines
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Freedom for Youth Ministries
Hawthorn Hill
Hope Ministries
IMANI Family Church
Ingham Okoboji Bible Camp

Here's a list of our mission trips in 2019.

To learn more, contact our Missions Team at 515-222-1520 or
missions@hopewdm.org.









Jan. 7-19: Ghana
Jan. 29 – Feb. 4: Jamaica
March 15-18: Tijuana
March 16-23: Haiti
March 30 – April 4: Guatemala
May 15-24: Haiti
May TBD: Israel
June 12-23: Ghana

 June 23-28: Wildwood Hills
Ranch
 July 16-22: Jamaica
 Aug. 16-19: Tijuana
 Sept. 18-27: Haiti
 Oct. 10-22: South Africa
 Oct. TBD: Israel
 Nov. 2-16: Uganda

InnerVisions Health Care
Joppa
Joshua Christian Academy
Lutheran Services in Iowa
Meals for the Homeless
Meals from the Heartland
Primary Health Care
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp
Ruth Harbor
Sandwiches for the Shelter
Single Parent Provision
Valley Disaster Relief
Waukee Area Christian Services
West Des Moines Human Services
Wildwood Hills Ranch of Iowa
YMCA of Greater Des Moines
Youth Emergency Services & Shelter

Global Mission Partners

Blessman International – South Africa
ChildVoice – Uganda
Convoy of Hope – Philippines
Emmaus Bible Ministry – Israel
ENLACE – Guatemala
GlobeServe Ministries – Ghana
YWAM Homes of Hope - Mexico
Love into Action – Bethlehem
Many Hands for Haiti – Haiti
Robin’s Nest Children’s Home – Jamaica
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Being the Hands and Feet
of Jesus

From our Partners
"Our partnership with Lutheran Church of Hope has been a huge blessing.
We have appreciated how Hope has come alongside Many Hands to walk
together with the people of Haiti, transforming lives for Christ in incredible
ways. The team at Hope sees the work we are doing and understands our
mission, providing support that has been critical to our operations. The
blessings from your partnership have had a far-reaching impact, affecting
hundreds of families in our programs, and providing sustainable changes
to the communities we serve that will last generations. Thank you Hope for
your generosity, for seeing and fulfilling the needs of the people of Haiti, and
for bringing Christ to the nations. We could not have the depth of impact we
have had in our ministry without you."

– Many Hands for Haiti, Global Mission Partner
“Lutheran Church of Hope continues to be a visible and reliable source of
support for the residents of Central Iowa Shelter & Services. From Sunday
morning’s Breakfast Club at Hope Des Moines to Celebrate Recovery,
Lutheran Church of Hope engages individuals experiencing homelessness
in the activities of the church body – providing food, fellowship and healing.
In 2018, Lutheran Church of Hope donated much needed food, clothing,
medicine and personal hygiene products to CISS residents. Hope members
also contribute greatly to the welfare of CISS residents by providing and
serving an evening meal for over 250 clients once a month. The Sandwich
Team at Hope serves sack lunches every Sunday to CISS clients at lunchtime.
Hope members volunteer at CISS’s front desk, clothing closet, and hygiene
window, as well as working behind the scenes sorting donations.”

– Central Iowa Shelter & Service,
Local Mission Partner
“Hope has been a blessing to us by truly being a partner. The growth we’ve
experienced in a relatively short period of time requires God’s provision,
and God has provided that through Hope. Hope is an open door genuinely
wanting to pray with us about the families we serve and the needs we may
have. They’ve rallied behind us in our busiest months to volunteer and share
with others about ways to get involved, and they’ve sprung into action
when one of our groups needed a new meeting place home. Hope is not
a sidelines church; they are ones to get into the game to help and we are
incredibly grateful. THANK YOU, HOPE!”

– Single Parent Provision, Local Mission Partner

“It was amazing to walk the same steps that Jesus did, be
baptized in the same river as Jesus was, sit on the same
mountain as Jesus did looking over the Sea of Galilee –
a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee were I could just picture
Jesus walking on the water and calming the sea. The Bible
came alive and we had the opportunity to put ourselves in
these stories. We also heard the daily struggles of being a
Christian in Israel from residents and our hearts just broke.
It quickly reminded us of what we take for granted and
how blessed we are to be able to freely express that we are
Christians. The people of Israel my not have a lot of material
things, but their faith and gift of hospitality is unbelievable!
I can’t wait to see what God has instore for me as I continue
on this amazing journey.”

– Kaylene, Mission Israel Participant
“The experience of the trip itself was very eye-opening in
culture, ground-shaking in my faith, and it was powerful in the
impact on my life. Best yet, it was something we knew was
going to make a lifetime of difference on the family we were
building a house for. Even in the little moments of interacting
with the family while doing the build, we as a team were
able to share our love and joy of Christ with them. We shared
words, prayers, and scriptures with them in all sorts of ways.
They knew why we were there, and they were so grateful.
Sharing the love of Christ was so rewarding and fulfilling.”

– Jan, Mission Tijuana Participant
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A Place to Serve!

WANT TO
USE YOUR
GIFTS TO
VOLUNTEER?
HERE ARE
FIVE WAYS
YOU CAN
JUMP RIGHT
IN! 4,247

1

Join the Hospitality and Production Teams
at any of our campuses!

2

Sign up to lead HopeKids
(for kids age 3 – grade 5),
PowerLife (for junior high students) or
Ignition (for high school students) group!

3

Sign up for a mission trip!
A list of trips happening in 2019 can be found
at lutheranchurchofhope.org/mission-trips

4

Serve through one of our mission partners!
We have a number of local mission partners
always looking for volunteers.
Email missions@hopewdm.org to learn more!

5

Visit our Volunteer Signup online and
search through opportunities at
lutheranchurchofhope.org/serve/volunteer-signup

people volunteered in 2018

“… Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing
them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be God’s words;
if help, let it be God’s hearty help. That way, God’s bright presence
will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all the
credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the end of time.”
1 Peter 4:11

‘‘

“I’ve been serving on the hospitality
team for quite some time now, and
I can honestly say it has been one of the
best choices I have ever made. What I
had not anticipated was that I would
personally benefit from the experience far
more than what I would ever contribute.
This has enriched my life beyond
what any words can describe.”

– Mark

“The blessings from being involved in youth
ministry (Powerlife and Ignition) have rained
down upon me like a torrent for the last 15 years!
Walking alongside these young students and their
families during this season of growth provides the
opportunity to plant seeds of faith, responsibility
and maturity. The Spirit is all over this ministry …
engaging our youth and showing God’s love
for them. My faith has grown immeasurably
from youth ministry. Love is a choice and our
youth are our most important treasure.”

– Dave
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’’
“Volunteering for the Production Team is one of the best
experiences I have had in my life. I have gotten to know so many
people who make me filled with joy every time I volunteer. I love being
able to help the church and being able to hang out with such an amazing
team. The whole experience has been amazing!”

Hospitality Team

HopeKids

‘‘

– Maddie

Hospitality Team

Parking Team
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“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” Philippians 4:6

PRAYING FOR
AND WITH ONE
ANOTHER!
“My prayer life really started when I decided
to attend a class called Let Prayer Change
Your Life. I was interested in learning
more about prayer and had this longing
to connect with God, to know him more
intimately. I thoroughly enjoyed the class
and committed to making time to pray each
day. As I spent time with God, I felt him
doing something in my heart. By the end of
the class, I felt there was something more
I was supposed to do as a result of
what God was doing in me. God has
completely changed my perspective
of prayer and used it to be a
tremendous blessing for me and
others since this class.”

– Jen

“As a result of my cancer surgery and chemotherapy I have had
neuropathy in my shoulder, forearm, and hand. During class when we
were broken into groups by what we wanted to pray for healing from,
I prayed for healing of the shoulder with three other people. The next
morning I woke up with absolutely no pain in my arm, shoulder, or
hand. God’s love is so great! The same power that raised Jesus from
the dead is ours (Ephesians 1:18-20).”

		

– Ted

“Through the Prayer Team at Hope I’ve found many dedicated men and women
who love to pray. I’ve taken many prayer classes which have all helped with
deepening my prayer life. It is an amazing feeling to know that God has my
back, that I can trust him completely with my life and that prayer has the power to
change my life!””

		

– Elizabeth
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For anyone wanting to receive or offer prayer…

Trained prayer
partners are
available after
every weekend
service.

Come-andgo prayer
services are
offered at many
of our campuses
throughout
the week.

Prayers can be
submitted to our
Prayer Team by
filling out an Online
Prayer Request
Form. Submit a
prayer today by
opening the camera
app on your phone
and scanning the
QR code below!

A weekly Prayer
Bulletin is also
available online,
consisting of
prayers submitted
by members of our
Hope family.

Dozens of prayer classes are
held throughout the year, with
opportunities to enhance your prayer
life! Search through or register at
lutheranchurchofhope.org/classes
and filtering by "prayer."

Scan to submit a
prayer request!

26

WHERE KIDS
HAVE FUN!
4,187
kids participated in
HopeKids
in 2018

9,295
kids attended

Vacation Bible School
in 2018

HopeKids is our high-energy, weekend

program for children age 3 (by Sept. 15
and potty-trained) through grade 5.
At HopeKids, children experience dynamic
teachings and upbeat worship songs
during opening and closing worship, with
relevant breakout activities in between.
This rotational style format is a great way to
engage kids in learning about God’s love!
New kids are always welcome! Register at
lutheranchurchofhope.org/classes.

Vacation Bible School is an action-

packed week that both kids and volunteers
enjoy! Through large group worship, music,
skits, crafts, outdoor activities and lessons,
kids explore five awesome stories from the
Bible that children learn and experience in
memorable ways!

“At HopeKids I get to learn
about how much Jesus loves me
and I do it with my friends at the
same time!”

– Emma, age 7
“At HopeKids Wednesdays I like
learning about Jesus and I really
like the songs!”

– Finley, age 6

284

kids received Bibles during the
Third-Grade Bible Class in 2018

3,799

dads and their daughters danced the night
away at the Daddy Daughter Dance in 2018
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“Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’”
Luke 18:16
“Many people grew up in the
church, going every Sunday with
their family, attending VBS every
summer, praying at the dinner
table and before they went to
bed. But, my faith journey is a lot
different from that. I did not grow
up going to church, the first real
occurrence I had with church
and the Lord is when I started
going to VBS in the summer. It
was definitely something I loved
doing and really looked forward
to, all the songs, dancing and
skits. I started asking my mom to
go to church more often, asked
to be a leader for VBS, to be
signed up for PowerLife,
I even asked to get baptized.
My baptism was an eye opening
experience that led me to
wonder and question so much
about God and everything he
has done. It definitely was the
starting point to my faith journey.
I started going to PowerLife in
2016 and it has had a really big
impact on my life. I have had
many of my questions answered
and I feel a lot closer to God now
than I ever have before. I still
have many questions about God
and I can’t wait to continue my
faith journey and see what plans
the Lord has for me.”

– Stacey

314

kids received their
First Communion in 2018

28

A PLACE
FOR
STUDENTS
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give
you a future and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Number of students in
PowerLife in 2018:

1,925

PowerLife (grades 6-8)
PowerLife is a fun, safe and welcoming environment where junior
high students (grades 6-8) can explore the Bible, ask challenging
questions about life, meet new friends and confirm their faith in
Jesus Christ.

Number of students in
Ignition in 2018:
Ignition (grades 9-12)

976

Ignition is a mid-week gathering where high school students
can find true belonging, grow in their faith and character, and
make an impact on the world around them! Each week we have
time with friends, opportunities to serve, different activities based
on your interests, music, and a message to encourage your faith –
all centered on Jesus!
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New students are always welcome to join PowerLife or Ignition at any time!
Register your student today at lutheranchurchofhope.org/classes.

PowerLife

West Des Moines:
Wednesdays through May 1
Grade 6: 6:00-7:15 pm
Grade 7: 6:45-8:00 pm
Grade 8: 7:30-9:00 pm
Ames:
Sundays through April 28,
6:30-7:45 pm
Ankeny:
Wednesdays through May 1
Grade 6: 6:00-7:15 pm
Grade 7: 6:45-8:00 pm
Grade 8: 7:30-8:45 pm
Des Moines & Grimes:
Wednesdays through
May 1, 6:30-7:45 pm
Waukee:
Wednesdays through
May 1, 6:30-8:00 pm

Ignition

West Des Moines:
Wednesdays through
May 15, 7:30-9:15 pm
Ames:
Sundays through April 28,
8:00-9:15 pm
Ankeny:
Wednesdays through
May 8, 8:00-9:30 pm
Des Moines:
Wednesdays through
May 1, 8:00-9:15 pm
Grimes:
Sundays through April 21,
4:00-5:30 pm
Waukee:
Sundays through April 28,
4:00-6:00 pm

"God has used Ignition to change
my life. Ignition has brought me
some of my greatest friends and
mentors in my life. I have been so
blessed to go through high school
with the constant love, support,
and encouragement Ignition
brings. Through Ignition I have
found my passion for God and
people and now am living out
my God-given purpose to work in
ministry. Without Ignition I don’t
know where or what I would be
doing, I am so blessed and lucky
that God used Ignition to help me
find him and my home.”

– Marisa
“Ignition has impacted my life in
a great way. I have grown so much
in my faith and I have definitely
found who I am and who I want to
be through God. I have enjoyed
learning about God through
Ignition because it’s really fun with
all the events and activities that
they host. I am just very thankful
for Ignition and for it helping me
become stronger in my faith.”

– Ben

“There were two times at Hope that changed
my life …the first time I walked through the
front doors and the day I became an Ignition
leader. I was a part of the Hospitality Team until
I felt a calling to become a leader. I worried that
maybe I was in over my head, but then God took
over and I knew this was where I was supposed
to be. As much as I pray that I make a difference
and pour faith into the students, I get so filled up
with the spirit being around them. I will always
be there for these kids, and Wednesday nights
now mean everything to me."

– Nancy
“Through PowerLife and my first year of
Ignition, I’ve grown in my faith so much. I have
so many people there to help me. It’s like I have
a family outside of home.”

– Jared
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"Don't let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers
in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity."
1 Timothy 4:12

“I started coming to REVIVE because it fit well
into my schedule, and my bucket list goals for
2018 were to read through the Bible in a year
and to attend church every week consistently for
90 days or more (to break the habit of just going
when it was convenient). I joined the Greeting
Team and Communion Server as a way to serve
and an extra way to keep myself accountable.
October was my one year anniversary and what
a blessing it has been! I accomplished both
my Bible reading and attendance goals, and
beyond that, have met so many new friends and
become closer to God. Now He even has me
leading a group of PowerLife boys this fall and
those boys are changing my life in a spiritual
growth and leadership way! I look forward to
REVIVE and worship every week now because
		
I feel so filled with the Spirit when I leave versus
going when it was convenient because I felt like
I should! What a difference a year with God can
make!”

– Justin
“I grew up in Minnesota and moved to Des
Moines for work when I graduated from college,
and it was scary since I didn't really know
anyone. I had heard about Hope from some
relatives and when I found out that REVIVE was
a thing, I thought I should check it out. On my
very first night there, I was invited to be in a small
group and also met people who were really
open and basically invited me into their friend
group. It was amazing to see how God worked
through that whole situation to help me find a
place where I could really be myself and be in
community with others who follow Him.”

– Alaina

YOUNG
ADULT LIFE
for young adults
Hope West Des Moines
Thursdays, 7:00 pm
Hope Des Moines
Tuesdays, 7:00 pm

125
people attended

REVIVE each week in 2018

/reviveWDM

/reviveWDM
/reviveDSM
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REVIVE is a

community of
young adults
(ages 18-30s)
who seek
to make a
difference
and who know that true
impact starts with God’s
transformative love in
each of our lives. Rather
than shying away from
the difficulties of life that
interrupt our connection
with God and others,
we know that opening
those spaces to God’s
love leads to radical
transformation and true
impact. Join us at Hope
Des Moines or West Des
Moines each week for
REVIVE and experience
Spirit-led worship
and a message specific to
young adult life. Beyond
worship, engage with
REVIVE through small
groups, classes, social
events, service projects
and more.

for college students
Wednesdays at Hope Ames
(2712 Stange Rd., Ames), 8:00 pm

Kairos

features study-break food (we’re talking good stuff like pizza,
donuts and cereal!), captivating live music and an inspiring message. Kairos is a
Greek word from Scripture meaning “opportune time or defining moment for us to
find new life.” The goal of this weekly meet-up is to give college students (believers
and non-believers alike) in Ames a spiritually safe place to explore Christianity and
discover the joy of living in God’s unconditional love. ALL students are welcome!

“Over the past year, Kairos
has truly become like a
second home for me.
Through Kairos,
I have learned that God
has the power to break the
chains of any anxiety or
insecurity I may have and will
always be with me, no matter
what. No matter where I’ve
been, God has always loved
me through it and I think this
unconditional love that I’ve
been able to experience
through Kairos has helped
me get through a few rough
patches in the past year. I am
so thankful for Kairos and the
community of support and
friendships it has given me.”

“Kairos has helped me through
so much on a personal level.
The sermons help me in
checking my behavior against
scripture and to remember just
how valued I am as a child of
God. Seeing people coming
and spending time talking
about God wasn’t something
I’d previously had with others my
age. Having a place to gather
to find community is important,
and I’ve found that through
Kairos, my small group and
Summer Kairos!”

– Taylor

/kairos.ames

– John
hopeames.org/kairos-podcast

135
students attended

Kairos each week in 2018
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HOPE ONLINE
Did you know we share all sorts of fun tidbits and sources of inspiration on our social media sites
throughout the week? If you’re not following us yet, we invite you to take a look, where we share
things like our #PiecesFromHope series!
HopeOnline.tv

provides weekly live messages from Hope West
Des Moines, Sundays at 11:00 am (with additional rebroadcast times on Sunday evenings
and Monday). Joining us online is a great way to stay connected for anyone out of town
and unable to worship with us in person, for people wanting to revisit the message, or for
our brothers and sisters around the world wanting to hear the Gospel! To watch online,
visit us at HopeOnline.tv, download Hope’s AppleTV or iPhone app, or join us as we go
live on Facebook!

In 2018 ... Hope Online was
accessed from all 50 states
and 90 countries

35,114
unique users

98,757
media plays

Many of our campuses
have podcasts where you
can listen to previous
messages in the car,
at home or at work!

18,266
people tuned in to
Hope’s podcast in 2018

289,132
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video plays
Subscribe to our YouTube
and Vimeo channels!
lutheranchurchofhope.org/youtube
vimeo.com/hopeonline

“As a family, we started attending Hope in 1996. From the moment we walked in
the doors we knew we were home. In 2016, my wife and I moved to Houston to
be closer to our daughter and her young family. When we arrived in Houston, we
started attending a local church with our daughter, but struggled to find ways to
get involved. In the meantime, we started watching Hope Online every week and
became hooked. We now watch online every weekend at 11:00 am – it’s
almost like we are sitting in the sanctuary and eating breakfast with our friends
every week! When we sign on at the beginning of worship we always write
“Hope Houston” because we are home online. We miss seeing our church family
in person, but are at peace knowing we are hearing the word every week and
praying. We even hosted our family for Thanksgiving and played the service on
the big screen in our backyard for everyone. I encourage anyone who can’t attend
church in person to watch online to hear the word!”

– Steve

From our #PiecesFromHope Series:
Do you think of God as living and at work on your street?
I do. I was sifting through the mess that is my inbox, and I noticed something. An unknown neighbor posted they needed to borrow a mower.
Jesus would help out, I thought, so I clicked. We exchanged emails and shortly after, I was in my front yard handing my mower over to a
complete stranger named Derrith. From the moment I met her, I noticed she radiated joy. I also noticed she was wearing a pink bandana and
looked a little thin in her face. We talked for five minutes, and then she dropped the bomb. She shared she had cancer. She shared she had
been living out of state. She shared a group of people from her church had surprised her by fully furnishing the house around the corner for her to
live in as she fought her cancer battle. I asked the name of her church. She replied Hope. Smiles came over our faces. We talked for a few more
minutes, and as we walked away, I realized she asked more and better questions than I’d been able to ask her. She was kind. She was genuine.
She laughed joyfully. She lifted my spirits when clearly she was the one in greater need of support. The conversation really left an impact.
Especially now, given the fact that less than a month ago now, I attended Derrith’s funeral. The impact then was the same as the day I met her.
I now realize God chose to fulfill both of our needs at the same time that day. She got her yard mowed. I got another glimpse of just how
valuable it is to slow down and ask God to guide our steps and conversations as we go. And because of that, we can laugh with joy.
He’s definitely at work in the neighborhood.
#PiecesFromHope
Andy Hermanson
Teaching Pastor

Hope’s app

is a great way to get connected with what’s
happening around Hope! Download the Lutheran Church of Hope
app today and have direct access to online worship,
daily Bible readings, and upcoming classes and events!

In

2018:
3,604

74,199

28,683

app downloads

app launches

media plays
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HOPE ONLINE
(continued from page 25)

From our #PiecesFromHope Series:
Alpha introduced me to the Holy Spirit. I grew up going to church, but I never really
knew who or what the Holy Spirit was. In Alpha, I quickly learned the Holy Spirit is
the presence of God in the present tense. I used to believe in coincidences, but now
I believe in these God moments that I see and feel on a regular basis.
It’s like when you were just thinking about someone and you walk right into them
at the grocery store. When you turn on your car and a song that means so much
starts playing… and the timing of this is so perfect as it helps with making a
decision. When you cry at the baptism of someone you’ve never met. When you
get goosebumps from listening to the words in a powerful song. When you have a
nudge to introduce people to each other, and they have something in common (or
better yet, get married!).
The Holy Spirit nudges me like that all the time. To smile at people and say hello.
To see the positive. To take a picture. To stop and admire the beauty around me.
The Holy Spirit gives me strength, confidence, understanding, connectedness,
and all of fruit… love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.
All I have to do is listen and follow.
#PiecesFromHope
Mandy
Alpha Host

Check out Hope’s blog
for devotions and pastor
e-newsletters throughout
the year!
Number of visits in 2018

59,549
Average time spent on
page in 2018

1:04
Weekly E-Newsletter

Scan to
subscribe!

Each week our campus pastors send out a weekly e-newsletter, with campus updates,
weekend worship sneek peaks and details on upcoming events. Subscribe today by
opening the camera app on your phone and scanning this QR code!

@HopeWDM
@Hope.Ames
@Hope_Ankeny
@HopeDesMoines
@HopeWaukee

@HopeWDM
@LutheranChurchofHopeAmes
@HopeAnkeny
@HopeDesMoines
@LutheranChurchofHopeGrimes
@HopeWaukee

@HopeWDM
@HopeAnkeny
@HopeDesMoines
@HopeWaukee
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BAPTISMS
“Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved.”
					
Mark 16:16

619
people
baptized
in 2018

“I was baptized during Hope’s annual Baptisms at the River event
and it was very emotional and spiritual for me. I felt the spirit of
God all around us. I felt like a new me was being born.”

– Delia

“My baptism was amazing and
life-changing. It made me feel closer
to God and happier in my life.”

– Sara

“The tears came, here I was, a 40-year-old man standing and weeping at the altar, knowing it was now time to leave it to God. I felt the
overwhelming, reckless love of God like I had never felt before. Through affirming my baptism, I felt at peace. I felt freed. I knew that
although life had not gone as planned, it was going to be okay. That He was there for me. It's still bumpy and I know it always will be. But now, I
know more than ever, that He is alongside me.”

– Jason
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HEALING FROM
HURTS, HANG-UPS &
HABITS

“Celebrate Recovery has changed my life. At first I was hesitant, I have never
done drugs and don't consume alcohol often. My initial thought was, ‘I don’t
have a substance abuse problem, why are you recommending I go to that?’ Boy
was I wrong! Celebrate Recovery and meeting others who have similar struggles
as myself – struggles like anxiety, insecurities, abandonment and control
issues, and anger – have taught me that I am not alone. There are others with
the same struggles and we can be there for each other, learn from each other
and support each other. Learning to let go of what this world would have me do
and to actually trust God has been a blessing. Even during a huge set of storms,
God has taught me to be optimistic and have faith that he will provide – a stark
contrast to the old me that was cynical, doubtful, and crabby, but painted on a
happy face. I am now truly happy and content with the life God has provided
me. And, I know I am part of a forever family that is amazing.”

– Josh
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Hope West Des Moines
Thursdays, 6:30 pm

“Celebrate Recovery has given me a direction in how to place my habits and
hurts under the authority of Jesus, by way of his grace and forgiveness. In doing
this, I have found real freedom and victory, overcoming my issues.
But more than just that, I have been able to share this grace and forgiveness
with others, improving my relationship with my loved ones.”

Hope Ankeny
Mondays, 6:30 pm

– Mark

245
people attended

Celebrate Recovery meets

every week, 52 weeks a
year, and provides a healing,
healthy environment for
adults affected by hurts,
hang-ups and habits.

Celebrate Recovery
each week in 2018

At Celebrate Recovery, people hear about
the healing power of Jesus Christ through
eight recovery principles. These biblical
principles, when applied to our lives, not
only allow us to grow spiritually, but free us
from dysfunctional behaviors, drawing us
closer to a stronger personal relationship
with God and others. At the same time
adults are attending Celebrate Recovery,
children (age 4 – grade 6) are invited to join
us for Celebration Place and teens (grades
7-12) are invited to check out The Landing,
where they explore topics that bring healing
and wholeness in age-appropriate ways.

“Celebrate Recovery is HOPEFULNESS! I’ve endured 21 years of anti-depressants,
over seven years of psychotherapy, and a lifetime of suicidal thoughts. Celebrate
Recovery has given me hope that I don’t have to life in this painful mindset.”

“Without Celebrate Recovery
I would not be able to thrive in
my recovery. I have made a
forever family here and can’t
imagine life any different.”

– Sara

– Mike
“Celebrate Recovery is a place where I can say I’m crazy and everyone understands. If I
need someone, they are there, and if they need me I want to be there for them. It’s forever
family.”

– Michelle
“Celebrate Recovery is the highlight of my
week. I get excited every time I see someone
from this new family returning. They are
growing and healing alongside of me!”

– Seth

“Celebrate Recovery is my safe pasture to grow into maturity with God and his
people.I attend because it’s my source to find my identity in Christ – it gives me the
opportunity to voluntarily humble myself with serving others.”

– Jason
“Celebrate Recovery is a safe place where I feel comfortable to talk about my problems and not
be judged or hurt. It is my forever family and also where I get my most support.”

– Jordyn
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ONE CHURCH, MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
While Hope is one body spread throughout central Iowa, you will find some individual traits to each location. In addition to
Hope West Des Moines, Hope has five campuses to serve believers in your communities.

HOPE AMES |

hopeames.org

The newest satellite campus launched in August 2017 with live music, kids’ programming and a combination of live preaching
and video messages. Hope Ames/College (Kairos) Minister is Danny Housholder.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays
10:00* am
Celebration Service at the Ames City Auditorium, 520 6th St., Ames
Wednesdays
8:00 pm
Kairos (for college students)
during the school year at The Link, 2712 Stange Rd, Ames

Office
The Link
2712 Stange Rd.
Ames, IA 50010
(515) 441-7970
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am – 1:30 pm
Friday: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Email
info@hopeames.org

HOPE ANKENY |

hopeankeny.org

Hope’s first satellite campus launched in April 2005 in Ankeny. Hope Ankeny worships together four times on weekends and
offers opportunities during the week for serving, learning and worshiping for kids and adults. Led by Lead Pastor Scott Rains,
you’ll find a joyful community in this northern suburb.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays
5:00* pm
Celebration Service in the Worship Center
Sundays
8:00*, 9:15* & 11:00* am
Celebration Service in the Worship Center

Office
520 NW 36th St.
Ankeny, IA 50023
(515) 964-5586
(515) 964-5561 (fax)
Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Email
info@hopeankeny.org

HOPE DES MOINES |

hopedesmoines.org

The second satellite launched, Hope Des Moines, is located downtown. Led by Lead Pastor Jon Anenson, at Hope
Des Moines you can find a growing, mission-minded community for all ages, including families.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays
5:00 pm*
Celebration Service in the Worship Center
Sundays
9:15* & 11:00* am
Celebration Services in the Worship Center
Tuesdays
7:00 pm
REVIVE Young Adult Service in the Worship Center

Office
1821 Ingersoll Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309
(515) 282-4481
Office Hours
Tuesday: 1:00-4:00 pm
Wednesday: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Email
info@hopedesmoines.org
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HOPE GRIMES |

hopegrimes.org

The third satellite campus started worshiping in September 2011 at Summit Middle School with live music, kids’
programming and a video message. This community is growing and bursting with opportunities for those in the
Grimes area. Lead Pastor is Eric Voelker.

WORSHIP SERVICES

Office
1335 NE Beaverbrooke Blvd.
Grimes, IA 50111
(515) 259-9495

Saturdays
5:00* pm
Celebration Service in the Worship Center
Sundays
9:15* & 11:00* am
Celebration Services in the Worship Center

HOPE WAUKEE |

Office Hours
Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Email
info@hopegrimes.org

hopewaukee.org

The fourth satellite launched in October 2014 with live music, kids’ programming and a video message. Lead Pastor is
Pat Quaid.
Office
305 NE Dartmoor Dr.
Waukee, IA 50263
(515) 264-2000

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays
5:00* pm
Celebration Service in the Worship Center
Sundays
9:15* & 11:00* am
Celebration Services in the Worship Center

HOPE WEST DES MOINES |

Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Email
info@hopewaukee.org

hopewdm.org

Led by Senior Pastor Mike Housholder, this is the largest location, but there are multiple ways to find your niche or style
of worship.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays
5:00* pm
Celebration Service in the Worship Center
Sundays
8:30 am
Traditional Service in the Chapel
8:00, 9:15* & 11:00* am and 5:00* pm
Celebration Services in the Worship Center
11:00 am
Live-streamed online at hopeonline.tv

Tuesday Night Worship –
Page 2
6:30 pm
For growing Christians
and weekend travelers
in The Bridge
Thursdays
7:00 pm
REVIVE Young Adult Service
in the Chapel

Office
925 Jordan Creek Pkwy
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 222-1520
Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Email
info@hopewdm.org

*Children’s Ministry available.

Ames | Ankeny | Des Moines | Grimes | Waukee | West Des Moines

lutheranchurchofhope.org

