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Dear Hope Family,

All around the church these days, 
there’s a high level of enthusiasm, not 
just for where we’ve been, but even 
more for what’s next! 

We’re still basking in the glow from 
our 25th Birthday Celebration in 
November … it was one of the most 
amazing Jesus parties I’ve ever 
witnessed! We praised God with a 
weekend of inspired worship, took 
a walk down memory lane, shared 
stories of holy moments from Hope’s 
history, made our mark by signing our 
names and favorite Bible verses to the 
floor of the Worship Center … and we 
ate a lot of cake, too! 

Perhaps most exciting of all, on our 
25th birthday we set our eyes on 
God’s exciting new 10 for 10 Vision 
for Hope – 10 goals for the next 10 years (see opposite page).

You can read through the longer version of each one of these 
10 for 10 Goals on the Hope website lutheranchurchofhope.
org/10-for-10, along with the biblical foundation for each one. 
This clear vision from God for Hope is so much more than 
a list of objectives. Rather, this is God’s directive for us as a 
church – what he wants to accomplish for us and through us 
in the next decade! It’s big, overwhelming and audacious, 
but we serve a big God! 

But these goals won’t accomplish themselves. We can’t  
sit back passively and just wait for God to get ‘er done!  
The Bible reminds us that God makes a habit out of calling 

his people to rise up as active 
participants in the realization 
of his vision. God had a vision to 
lead his people to a promised land, 
and God provided the miracles that 
made the Exodus possible, but Moses 
and the Israelites had to faithfully 
answer God’s call and work together 
to organize this logistically massive 
move. The vision for a Temple in 
Jerusalem came from God, but 
those plans turned into an actual 
holy space though a lot of hard 
work, coordination and generous 
gifts from God’s people. In the New 
Testament, the gospel of Jesus Christ 
was a Spirit-powered endeavor, but 
it didn’t spread by itself – it took the 
dedication and tireless efforts of 
missionary-minded faithful folks like 
Paul, Peter, Philip, Silas, Barnabas, 
Priscilla and Aquila. 

The vision comes from God. The faithful and sometimes 
challenging work of realizing a vision happens when God’s 
people learn to move, serve and do ministry together! 

This is where we get written into God’s story, you and me, and this 
church called Hope. Right now, God is calling us to rise up and get 
started on taking some big steps – together – toward realizing 
his vision for us. It’s no accident you’re here. God has given you a 
unique mix of gifts and passions and has led you to Hope.

So how will you share those gifts and passions in 
harmony with the body of Christ at 
Hope to move your church family 
closer to the realization of this 
vision? You’re not too young (1 Timothy 
4:12) or too old (Exodus 7:7). You don’t 
have to wait to serve God until you have 
God all figured out (see the disciples in 
the Gospels). You just need to be willing. 

It’s easy to get started! The church staff 
and pastors at Hope are at your service – a big part of what 
we do is help people just like you find your place in the body 
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27). You can reach out to one of us 

A Note from Our Senior Pastor

By Mike Housholder

“ We are confident that you are meant for better things … Our great desire 
  is that you will keep on loving others as long as life lasts, in order to 
 make certain that what you hope for will come true … This hope is a 
 strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls.” Hebrews 6:9-11, 19 



Powered by the Spirit
(Acts 1:8)

to bring Christ to all cultures,
(Matthew 28:19)

revive the world with God’s love
(Romans 2:4)

and make heaven more crowded! 
(Revelation 7:9)

10 GOALS FOR 10 YEARS
1. BROADCAST the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ 

to 10 million people … EVANGELISTS.

2. BUILD bridges of harmony for cultures divided by race, 
ethnicity, creed, gender, sexual orientation, politics and 
worldview … UNITY AGENTS.

3. SURF new waves of revival sent to the church by the 
Holy Spirit … SPIRIT-FILLED.

4. SERVE our neighbors in need as the hands and feet of 
Jesus … CITY-CHANGERS.

5. CONSTRUCT new church buildings and clean water 
wells in developing countries … WORLD-CHANGERS. 

6. COMPETE for the hearts of new generations of 
believers … INTER-GENERATIONAL. 

7. MOVE people around the Circle of Hope – seeker to 
believer to follower to servant-leader and around 
again … FAITH BUILDERS. 

8. LAUNCH 10 new local sites or campuses, and 10 new 
partnerships with existing churches … KINGDOM 
EXPANDERS. 

9. DEVELOP Hope’s ability to revive the world with God’s 
love without financial constraint … LEGACY MAKERS.

10. LOVE and support the hearts of those who are broken, 
broke, tired, scared, sick, imprisoned, lost or wandering 
… CARE PROVIDERS. 

“ We do this by keeping our eyes  
 on Jesus, the champion who 
 initiates and perfects our faith.”  
 Hebrews 12:2

personally, or you can sign up to find out 
more about how you can get involved 
in any of the 10 for 10 Goals on our 
church website lutheranchurchofhope.
org/10-for-10. 

I’ve never been more excited about 
the future at Hope – the best is 
yet to come! The challenge before us 
is enormous, but I’m confident in the 
God who calls us (Philippians 1:6) and 
perfects our humble work by the power 
of his love (2 Corinthians 12:9). I’m also 
convinced as I look around this church 
that we were created for such a time as 
this (Esther 4:14). That includes you. And 
that’s always been the story of Hope – a 
church after God’s own heart. I’m so 
grateful to be your pastor. Thank you, 
Hope! And thank you to the amazing 
pastors and staff that I serve alongside 
on a daily basis – simply the best! 

As we look ahead to the clear vision God 
has given us, and more specifically to 
where we are headed in 2020 (20/20, of 
course, means perfect vision), it will be 
All Eyes on Jesus – that’s our annual 
theme – at Hope!

In 2019, we studied 12 books of the Bible 
in 12 months. In 2020, we’ll dive even 
deeper into God’s Word, specifically 
focusing on Jesus as revealed in 
God’s written Word (rather than the 
more palpable and less potent watered-
down versions of Jesus the world often 
prefers). I want you to know the Jesus 
who really is – the Son of man and Son 
of God who surprises us, comforts us, 
challenges us … and saves us! This 
Jesus is the hope of the world. Invite the 
world you know to come and see him at 
Hope in 2020! 

All eyes on Jesus!

Peace,
Mike Housholder

VISIONVISIONVISION
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Numbers matter only because 
people matter.

Each of the numbers listed in this booklet represent a person who 
heard, or was touched by, the good news of Jesus Christ.

“ … the crowds found out where he was going,
and they followed him. He welcomed them and 

taught them about the Kingdom of God …”
Luke 9:11
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To reach out to the world around us and 
share the everlasting love of Jesus Christ!

Powered by the Spirit  Acts 1:8  |  Zechariah 4:6  |  Romans 15:13

to bring Christ to all cultures,  Matthew 28:19  |  1 Corinthians 9:22  |  Galatians 3:28

revive the world with God’s love  John 13:35  |  Romans 2:4  |  1 Corinthians 13:13

and make heaven more crowded!  Revelation 7:9  |  Luke 14:23  |  John 3:16

1. 
 Jesus is life. The rest is details. 

Jesus Christ alone is our hope, 
and the only real and lasting hope 
for the world (John 14:6). We love 
him. For this reason, we don’t 
apologize for the gospel or for 
putting our relationship with him 
first in our lives (Romans 1:16). We 
strive to respond faithfully to the 
call of Jesus to follow him above all 
else in this world, which so often 
competes for our time, energy and 
attention 
(Luke 14:15-24). 

2.
 Lost people matter to God and 

so they matter to us. 
Jesus was sent to reconcile a lost 
world to God (Luke 15:1–32), and 
he calls us to do the same. We like 
unchurched people, and we know 
what a difference Jesus can make 
in their lives. For this reason, we 
seek to reach out to the world 
around us and share the everlasting 
love of Jesus Christ (Matthew 
28:19–20, John 20:21, 1 Corinthians 
9:19–27, Lutheran Church of Hope 
mission statement).

4.
 Following Jesus is a growing 

experience. 
 We can’t outgrow Christian faith. 

As modern day disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we are called to move 
from spiritual infancy to spiritual 
maturity (Philippians 3:13–14, 
Ephesians 4:12–14). For this 
reason, we strive to bring people 
into an ever–growing relationship 
with Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19). 
This growth best happens in small 
groups (Acts 2:42–47). As we 
grow in faith, we turn our hearts to 
God, giving of ourselves and our 
resources – freely and cheerfully  
(2 Corinthians 9:7).

5.
 We are one body, united in  

Jesus Christ. 
 We are a church of individuals, 

different in many ways, yet called 
together by God to be one in 
ministry and mission. As members 
of the same body, we become more 
effective when we work in harmony 
as a unified whole (John 17:20–23). 
Among us, love for one another 
is the norm (John 13:34, Romans 
13:8), conflicts are resolved 
according to the teaching of Jesus 
(Matthew 18:15–17), and we seek 
to build each other up  
(1 Thessalonians 5:11). We rejoice 
together, and we suffer together  
(1 Corinthians 12:25–27).

3.
 We worship God, not tradition. 

Where tradition helps to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus Christ and 
further the mission of our church, 
we embrace it. Where tradition 
becomes a wall between God 
and his people, we seek to tear 
it down (John 2:13–22, Matthew 
23:13–36, John 9:1–41). While the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ 
remains unchanged (Hebrews 
13:8), the manner in which it is 
proclaimed must change for it to 
be communicated effectively in a 
changing world (Mark 2:21–22). 
In our worship and in our ministry, 
we intentionally offer a wide variety 
of options from traditional to 
contemporary and we remain open 
to new waves of innovation sent to 
the church by the Holy Spirit of  
God – all for the sake of Christian 
mission (Psalm 146–150,  
Acts 2:1–42) 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION
VISION
CORE VALUES
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New Member Classes
Interested in becoming a member?
Visit lutheranchurchofhope.org/membership
for dates and times.

22,622 
MEMBERS

953
NEW MEMBERS

“ So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and   
 individually members one of another.” Romans 12:5

It’s no accident you’re here ... 
we’ve been waiting for you!
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Worshiping as one church in 
multiple locations!

“ For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24

7,988
WEST DES MOINES

*Outreach Magazine: 2019 Outreach 100 Fastest Growing Churches

HOPE WAS NAMED THE 16th largest CHURCH IN THE COUNTRY IN 2019*

1,554
ANKENY

610
DES MOINES

694
GRIMES

899
WAUKEE

392
AMES

200
LOCAL SITES

“Weekend worship is the place 
we go to get filled up for the 
week. Our kids get to learn 
about Jesus in HopeKids and 
we (as parents) get to soak up 
God’s love in worship and reset 
our hearts for the week.” – Eric

“Our family loves attending 
worship at Hope each week! It 
gives us time to connect with 
our Creator and it helps us instill 
values in our kids that will last a 
lifetime. In a world where darkness 
seems to creep in around every 
corner, weekly worship fills us with 
God’s light and love!” – Lyndsay

Average attendance in 2019       12,337
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Looking back at the past year we’ve 
had at Hope, I am reminded what a 
blessing it is to be a part of what God 
is doing at Hope. Sometimes it may be 
tempting to think what’s happening at 
Hope is normal or usual … but it’s not. 
It’s a God thing! The Holy Spirit is 
on the move – God has sent a wave of 
his Spirit at Hope and we are blessed 
to get our surf boards out and ride the 
wave! Surf’s up, Hope!
 
It is nearly impossible in one brief 
letter to recount all the amazing things 
that have happened in 2019, but here are just a few:
 
12 Books in 12 Months: Our yearly theme of diving into a 
book a month was an absolute blast and an incredible blessing. 
Countless people shared that, through this theme, they were 
able to get started in or restart the healthy rhythm of digging 
into God’s Word. It’s been a God thing!
 
Hope Lives Here: Our annual Lent project teamed up with 
Habitat for Humanity to help build new homes and give 
much needed repairs to existing homes in the River Bend 
neighborhood in Des Moines. What was initially set as a goal 
to raise $500,000 to build three new homes and repair 40 
additional homes was blown away! Hope, as a church, you far 
exceeded any expectation we could have had – it was a God 
thing! More than $800,000 was given to build six homes and 
repair more than 45 homes!
 
Vacation Bible School: VBS continues to be a two-week revival 
where thousands of kids and thousands of volunteers experience 
a full-blown Jesus party. This year our theme was Built 4 God and 
more than 5,514 kids and 3,144 volunteers gathered to sing, dance 
and worship with one other in West Des Moines alone (9,507 kids 
and 4,629 volunteers campus-wide). It was a God thing!

25th Birthday Celebration:  
Nov. 2 & 3 we celebrated our 25th 
birthday at Hope. It was a weekend 
to remember – with a floor-to-ceiling 
cake in The Bridge; massive photo 
timeline throughout the Atrium; and 
an opportunity for people to leave 
their mark by writing their names and 
favorite Bible verses, blessings and 
prayers on the Worship Center floor. 
Most importantly, we unveiled our 
new and revised vision statement, 
along with our 10 goals for the next 
10 years. Months of praying, planning 
and preparation went into both the 
vision and the party, and to experience 
it together as a church was, you 
guessed it, a God thing!
 
Alpha: Alpha continues to be a vehicle 
that God uses to connect people to 
Jesus in fantastic ways. This past 
year we had more than 479 people go 

through Alpha at West Des Moines alone … it’s a God thing! 
We can’t wait to see how the Spirit continues to move  
through Alpha.
 
Baptisms: In 2019 we had more than 271 people baptized 
or affirm their baptism at West Des Moines. It’s not about the 
numbers, it’s about the promise that God speaks into people’s 
lives in baptism! It’s a God thing!
 
Trust me, I could go on and on. From the Made 2 Matter 
Women’s Summit, where 349 women learned and grew in 
faith with one another, to the Men of Hope Wings & Things 
event, where 542 men gathered on a Friday night to eat some 
wings and participate in some super cool breakout activities, 
and hundreds of other ministry events and classes in between, 
what has been happening at Hope in 2019 is all … a God thing!
 
Thanks for being the church you are, Hope. It has been a  
great 2019 and I can’t wait for 2020 – where we’ll have All 
Eyes on Jesus!
 
Pastor Jeremy

“But blessed are your eyes, because 
they see; and your ears, because 
they hear. I tell you the truth, many 
prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, but 
they didn’t see it. And they longed 
to hear what you hear, but they 
didn’t hear it.” Matthew 13:16-17

West Des Moines

By Jeremy Johnson 
Executive Pastor: Outreach



9   |   ANNUAL REPORT 2019   |   A Year in Review

One of the many great things 
about being a pastor at Hope is the 
opportunity on a regular basis to have 
a front row seat to the great things 
God is doing.

At a weekend worship service not too 
long ago, the 7th-grade PowerLife 
(Hope’s ministry to students in grades 
6-8) boys had just returned from a 
weekend retreat. From my seat (in the 
front row) I happened to glance over 
during one of the songs to the section 
of the Worship Center where the boys 
were clustered for worship. 

One of the 7th-grade boys was full on 
praising the Lord. Head tilted back. 
Eyes closed. Right arm extended to 
the heavens. Singing at the top of  
his lungs:

And I choose to praise
To glorify, glorify
The Name of all names
That nothing can stand against
— “Yes I Will” (Vertical Worship)

Part of that message of that song is it’s always the right time 
to praise the name of Jesus!

A big part of what we continue to praise God for at Hope 
Ankeny is the growth of Youth and Family Ministry. 
HopeKids is our high-energy, weekend program for children. 
HopeFamilies Wednesdays provides a mid-week experience 
for parents with their children to learn and grow together 
in their faith. Vacation Bible School saw a record 1,465 

children come for at least one day 
last summer. PowerLife and Ignition 
(for high school students) continue to 
grow both deep and wide and provide 
a safe and trusting community, not 
just on Wednesdays at Hope, but also 
throughout the week at school.

More and more people all the time are 
finding a group where they can grow. 
This fall there were 24 groups and 
classes with more than 400 people 
meeting at Hope or around town to 
grow as followers of Jesus. I continue 
to be amazed by the ways the people 
of Hope Ankeny reach out to the 
world around us and sharing the 
everlasting love of Jesus Christ as 
both disciples and evangelists.

The compassion of this church is 
strong. Through Care Ministry like 
Celebrate Recovery, and Missions 

like The Supper Table, The Cupboard, Love Lunches 
and Our Daily Bread, and partnerships with local mission 
organizations, you are loving your neighbors well.

Since the release of the revised Vision Statement and the
10 for 10 Vision at Hope’s 25th birthday celebration, there 
has been a tremendous buzz of excitement as we begin to 
pray about putting plans into place to help us go to where 
God is taking us in the next decade. A big part of the plan is 
Building 2 a Hope Beyond, a giving campaign designed to 
add about 20,000 square feet of much needed ministry space 
for Hope Ankeny.

God is good and faithful and worthy of our praise!

Pastor Scott

Ankeny

By Scott Rains 
Hope Ankeny Lead Pastor
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“We never knew church could be 
like this!” That was the comment 
from a new couple at Hope Des 
Moines a few weeks ago. After years 
of going through the motions of 
religion they discovered Hope a 
year ago and have simply come 
alive! After experiencing a welcoming, 
loving, non-judgmental community, 
they quickly joined our CORE class, 
started volunteering on the hospitality 
team, invite friends and family to 
worship on a regular basis, help serve 
food for our Breakfast Club outreach, 
and started a new Life Group. It’s as 
if they discovered a powerful truth: 
When the local church is at its best, 
it’s irresistible. Not because of us or 
our programs or services, but 
because of the Holy Spirit at  
work in our lives! 

I think of the early followers of Jesus 
exclaiming in Acts 4:20: “As for us, we cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen and heard!” This couple’s story is 
just one of many I heard this past year of people trading
in a dry, boring, irrelevant view of Christianity for  
one that’s passionate, challenging, relevant and  
life-transforming. 

Transformation is not only a word I would use to describe 
what God has done in hundreds of lives this year, but for us 
as a community as well. We are on the brink of another 
transformation of our church’s future. After a miraculous 
giving campaign last fall of over $1.15 million, God redirected 
our expansion from an addition at our Ingersoll site to a 
new opportunity with a large, historic church building at 
2500 University Ave. in the Drake neighborhood. After a 
unanimous vote, we will be moving this spring and 
watching God transform us once again into a “church  
on the move,” poised to reach a new neighborhood with 
God’s love. 

As we look forward to an  
incredible year ahead, I also look 
back on the many ways God 
continues to transform lives at 
Hope Des Moines! 
1.  Witnessing over 100 baptisms.
2.  The continued growth of REVIVE, 

our ministry for young adults in  
their 20s and 30s.

3.   Watching the growth of PowerLife  
and Ignition, our student ministries, 
now serving over 50 students!

4.  The continuation of Whiz Kidz, our 
after-school program for youth in  
our neighborhood that provides,  
food, literacy skills, worship and  
God’s love for over 30 kids weekly.

5.   Experiencing the continued 
growth  of our Breakfast Club 
ministry, now serving close to 160 
homeless and low-income guests 
weekly with over 75 volunteers.

6. The joy of watching 150+ kids and  
100+ adult volunteers experience the love of Jesus in wild 
and crazy ways at Vacation Bible School in July!

7. Hosting our first Taste of Hope celebration in July!
8. Seeing more and more young families with children in our  

preschool finding a church home for the first time.
9. The exciting additions of several new staff members.
10. Multiple new Life Groups and recovery groups forming 

the growth of Men’s and Women’s Ministries, and the 
continuation of Alpha and CORE, with 350+ adults in 
weekly discipleship.

Yet what the stats can’t quite convey is the changed hearts, 
the healing, the restored relationships, the deep bonds of 
community. God is on the move at Hope Des Moines, and 
I’m so honored to be a part of it! Thank you to the entire 
Lutheran Church of Hope community for all your prayers, 
support and dedication to our mission in the city!

Pastor Jon

Des Moines

By Jon Anenson 
Hope Des Moines Lead Pastor
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Looking back, we always see God’s 
faithfulness, and 2019 was no 
exception. God’s mighty love was 
seen this year in people coming to the 
saving faith in Jesus Christ, baptisms, 
restored marriages, freedom from 
addictions, physical and emotional 
healings, deeper faith, people praying, 
continued expansions of Children’s 
and Student Ministries, care and 
mission to the world around us, 
people inviting friends and neighbors 
to “come and see” what God has 
done, and a year of learning and growing in the Bible.
 
Jesus Saves
God always calls us forward and deeper into faith through 
Jesus. God has called every one of us into his vision for  
Hope … the 10 for 10 Vision. We keep our eyes on Jesus as we 
head into the first year of God’s faithfulness in completing his 
work in us and through us as we love and serve him, and as we 
love and serve our neighbors across the world as he loved us.
 

Hope Ahead
At Hope in Grimes our new two 
year giving campaign, Hope Ahead, 
lays out our next steps to continue 
growing in a very healthy direction 
as a congregation committed to the 
new 10 for 10 Vision. We will pay off $1 
million in debt, build bridges into the 
community, and provide upgrades to 
our Youth & Family Ministry. Our long-
range planning continues to come 
about in these steps toward a phase 
2 Worship Center as the congregation 
grows both in width and depth.
 
Faith
Like the Apostle Paul, I am confident 
that God, who began a good work in 
you, will continue his work until it is 
finally finished on the day when Christ 
Jesus returns. Embrace God’s vision 
in your life. Fan the flames of faith in 
the everyday lives of people. Set your 

sail to the power of the Holy Spirit, activate your faith, and be 
amazed in the coming year at what God will complete in you. 
It will be nothing short of eternal life-changing for you and the 
world around you.
 
With eyes on Jesus …
 
Pastor Eric

Grimes

By Eric Voelker 
Hope Grimes Lead Pastor

“I am certain that God, who 
began the good work within 
you, will continue his work 
until it is finally finished on 
the day when Christ Jesus 
returns.” Philippians 1.6
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Psalm 90:12 says, “

Jeremiah 29:11-13 says, 

 
It is through God’s initiated love through Jesus and our 
response to him that our future is ultimately created. I believe 
this year as we focus on Jesus in our annual church theme of 

20/20: All Eyes on Jesus, that it will 
be a year of growing not just wider in 
numbers, but deeper in our knowing 
and relationship with Christ. 
 
In the fall of 2020, we will enter into 
our second Capital Campaign, Hope 
Grows Here: Chapter 2. God is calling 
us to prepare and go! Which means 
it’s time to dream once again for our 
church family, build opportunities 
for all ages, and reach into the 
community he has called us into 
with service and mission. We are in 
the beginning stages of an August 
mission to Mexico, plus a number of 
local service opportunities. 
 
God is on the move in the lives of so 
many around Hope. Let’s join our 
God in mission and prayer this 
coming year. 
 

In his strength and love,
 
Pastor Pat

Waukee

By Pat Quaid 
Hope Waukee Lead Pastor

“ Teach us to order our days 
that we might present to you 
a heart of wisdom.” 

“ For I know the plans I have 
for you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘plans for welfare and not for 
calamity, to give you a future 
and a hope. Then you will call 
upon me and come and pray 
to me, and I will listen to you. 
You will seek me and find me 
when you search for me with 
all your heart.”
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At Hope Ames, we are used to 
change by now. In just a couple years 
of existence, our congregation has 
worshiped in five venues, at four 
different times, and grown from a group 
of 100 people to more than 500 on 
Sundays, plus another 250+ college 
students who call our church “home” 
on Wednesday nights at Kairos.

When we started to plan the launch of 
our church, there were a handful of kids around – few enough 
for one person to supervise them all at once! This summer, 
200 kids attended Vacation Bible School, and 50 come to 
HopeKids every Sunday. The bigger kids – junior and senior 
high students – are now a community of nearly 60 students 
who gather on Sunday nights for our PowerLife (confirmation) 
and Ignition (high school) ministries. Well over 150 adults 
have completed The Alpha Course, taking steps to deepen 
their faith and understanding of Christianity.

Our church’s heart for mission and service has swelled 
with compassion, donating school supplies to 1,000 local 
students, packaging 40,000 meals for those who are 
hungry and providing 4,000 pounds of food to local  
food pantries.

As a church, we also became first-time homeowners! Hope 
Ames moved into The (new) Link, which provides a space for 

our church family to gather, grow and 
meet God together. Faithfully and 
cheerfully, our congregation gave 
and pledged more than $600,000 
to a campaign called Hope Dreams 
to purchase the new space. Through 
these gifts, Hope Ames is positioned to 
continue to grow and thrive in our city!

Indeed, so much has changed at 
Hope Ames, but the change has  
been good, because the Giver of the 
gifts is unchanging in goodness.  
More change will come, and that’s a 
good thing, because we know who 
is in control …

I wholeheartedly believe that the future God has planned 
for Hope Ames is even greater than our short past, so let’s 
remain faithful to the one who will never fail us or abandon us 
(Hebrews 13:5). Let’s continue to love the One who loved us 
first (1 John 4:10) by reaching out to the world around us and 
sharing the everlasting love of Jesus Christ.

The best gifts (and changes) are yet to come from our 
unchanging God!

Peace,

Danny Housholder

Ames

By Danny Housholder 
Hope Ames/College (Kairos) Minister

“Whatever is good and perfect 
is a gift coming down to us 
from God our Father, who 
created all the lights in the 
heavens. He never changes or 
casts a shifting shadow”  
James 1:17

“No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, and no mind has 
imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love 
him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9
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Our Hope Local Sites had an 
awesome year! If you find yourself 
in Forest City, Iowa City, Clear Lake, 
Bondurant or Kansas City, come 
and worship with us! We’d love to 
have you!
 
Here are a few Hope Local highlights 
from 2019:

Forest City continues to average 
more than 60 people in weekly 
worship, including 10 in HopeKids! 
They added both men’s and women’s 
groups and are looking to add live 
music in 2020!

We officially launched four new sites 
on Jan. 5, 2019:
	Kansas City became our first 

Synodically Authorized Worshiping 
Community (SAWC) in partnership  

 with the Central States Synod on  
 Jan 25, 2019. They are averaging  
 25 people in weekly worship and  
 more than 10 PowerLife students.
	Iowa City is averaging more than 
 20 people in weekly worship and 
 have added Kairos (for college  
 students) on Wednesday evenings 
 at the University of Iowa, with more 
 than 40 students in attendance.
	Clear Lake is in discussions with  
 the Northeastern Iowa Synod to 
 become a SAWC in 2020. They 
 also hosted Vacation Bible School  
 in partnership with another 
 local church.
	Bondurant is averaging more than  
 70 people in weekly worship. They 
 hosted The Alpha Course in the fall,  
 and are adding HopeKids in 2020.

Mark Brandt

Hope Local Sites

By Mark Brandt 
Digital Outreach Minister

Forest City
Sundays, 9:15 am

YMCA
916 West I Street

Forest City, IA 50436
 

Bondurant
Sundays, 9:15 am

BrickHouse Fitness
86 Paine Street

Bondurant, IA 50035
 

Kansas City
Sundays, 9:15 am
Tomahawk Hills

Golf Course, 
17501 Midland Dr.,

Shawnee, KS 66217
 

Clear Lake
Sundays, 9:15 am

Lake Theatre
4 North 4th Street

Clear Lake, Iowa 50428
 

Iowa City
Sundays, 9:15 am

Robert A. Lee 
Community 

Recreation Center
220 South Gilbert St.
Iowa City, IA 52240
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You are baptized in the name
of the Father, and of the
Son & of the Holy Spirit!

1,552
BAPTISMS

“ Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away ...” Acts 22:16

“I decided to be baptized after taking Alpha to re-confirm my faith. 
I was in a bit of a dark place until arriving at Hope and taking Alpha, 
and being baptized was a great way to restore what I thought I lost. 
I am very thankful God led me to this place!” – Austin

“We had a 13-year-old little girl decide to 
get baptized on her birthday with us. It was 
amazing that this is what she chose to do that 
day. It blessed me so much to baptize her.”  

– Melissa Dale, Celebrate Recovery Minister

“I went under water. I was scared but Pastor 
Jeremy and God made sure I was OK … They put 
oil on my head and everybody cheered… and 
now I am a new creation and have God forever!” 

– Carlos, age 6
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Got Questions?

Try Alpha!

“When my wife and I started 
attending Hope in 2006 and we 
heard about Alpha, I really thought 
to myself that I was well beyond the 
need for that type of experience.  
I held this attitude for 10 years, until 
I finally decided to go ahead and give 
Alpha a shot. There were many things 
about the Alpha experience I enjoyed, 
oftentimes answering questions  
I didn’t even know I had!” – Mark

Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, run over the course of 10 weeks.
Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create conversation. All are welcome! 

Visit lutheranchurchofhope.org/alpha for upcoming classes and locations! Classes start soon!

“The small group I was placed in was 
the PERFECT place for me! I was the 
youngest one in my group - it was 
like having wise older sisters there 
to hold me up. It was so great to 
learn from their life experience and 
struggles. It was great to connect 
with these wonderful women, to not 
feel alone.” – Holly

1,122
PEOPLE TOOK 

ALPHA IN
2019

“Alpha completely grounded my faith – it went from a lukewarm faith to a heart on fire for Jesus.” – Holly



17   |   ANNUAL REPORT 2019   |   A Year in Review

“The prayer partners at Hope 
have amazing spiritual gifts to 
share, call me by name, check 
in with me, and share God’s love. 
Praying with prayer partners 
are holy moments for me as 
God’s love and peace pours over 
me and I feel the closeness of 
the Holy Spirit.” – Sara

Prayer at Hope

It’s God’s desire that we pray without ceasing. Through prayer, God connects to us 
and then we connect to each other. We say at the beginning of every service, “It’s no 
accident you’re here, we’ve been praying for you!” And, we say it because it’s true! 

“I have lived with mild paralysis on my left side my whole life. I was in a 
car accident two years ago which resulted in back pain, and also further 
compromised my mobility. One day I was walking through Hope and a prayer 
warrior saw me walking and asked how I was. He asked if he could pray for me, 
and I said, ‘Seriously? Do you have time? I would love it!’ When he was finished 
praying, he said, ‘Pam now stand up, and do a little jig.’ When I stood up,  
I was able to stand up straight with no pain in my back, hips or legs and I was 
AMAZED! I called him the next morning and blubbered my thanks and awe to 
God and to him for sharing his spiritual gift of healing with me. “ – Pam

“Never stop praying.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17

If you would like to receive or provide prayer, there are  
a number of ongoing ways:
	Trained prayer partners are 

available after all weekend 
services

	Come-and-go prayer 
services are offered at 
many of our campuses

	Prayers can be submitted 
to our Prayer Team online 
at lutheranchurchofhope.
org/prayer-request

	A weekly prayer bulletin 

is available online, which 
contains prayer requests 
submitted by members of 
our Hope family

	Prayer classes are held 
throughout the year.  
Search through current 
opportunities by visiting 
lutheranchurchofhope.
org/classes and filtering by 
your campus and “Prayer”

We also pray that you feel the power and the 
magnitude of God’s love as you read through 
this booklet, and all of the amazing ways he is 
moving in and through this church family!
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

2015: 

7,490
2016: 

8,132
2017: 

8,931
2018: 

9,295
2019: 

9,507

1,485
KIDS ATTENDED HOPEKIDS 

(AGE 3 – GRADE 5)
At HopeKids, children experience 

dynamic teachings and upbeat 
worship songs during opening 

and closing worship, with relevant 
breakout activities in between.

1,688
POWERLIFE STUDENTS 

ATTENDED (GRADES 6-8)
PowerLife is a fun, safe and 

welcoming environment where 
junior high students can explore 

the Bible, ask challenging questions 
about life, meet new friends and 

confirm their faith in Jesus Christ.

736
IGNITION STUDENTS 

ATTENDED (GRADES 9-12)
Ignition is a mid-week gathering 
where high school students can 
find true belonging, grow in their 
faith and character, and make an 

impact on the world around them!

5-Year Vacation Bible School Growth
Vacation Bible School is an action-packed week that both kids and volunteers enjoy!

“The things I like about HopeKids are 
dancing, breakout activities, and the 
skits and stories. HopeKids makes 
me feel closer to God and helps me 
to know him more.” – Holden

492
KIDS RECEIVED THEIR 
FIRST COMMUNION

335
KIDS RECEIVED BIBLES 

DURING THE THIRD-
GRADE BIBLE CLASS

 172
KIDS ATTENDED HOPE’S 

FIRST ALL SPORTS CAMP

Youth & Family Ministry
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“PowerLife is a great way to learn 
more about God. I love the songs 
and worship time. Small group is 
a great way to make new friends 
and further your understanding of 
God’s word and love for you.” – Eli, 
PowerLife student

“I love that I get to dig deeper into 
the Bible and meet new friends 
through PowerLife!” – Livvey, 
PowerLife student 

“Ignition has changed who I am 
forever.” – Colin, Ignition student

“I really like PowerLife! It’s super 
fun and it makes sense to me. It 
teaches about God and his word 
in an understandable way.” – 
Georgia, PowerLife student

”Through Ignition, I am able to grow in my Christianity and am able to see what it means in my life to ignite my 
faith.” – Morgan, Ignition student

“HopeKids songs are fun because 
they remind me of VBS which is 
super fun in the summer.” – Addy

3,357
DADS AND 

DAUGHTERS 
DANCED THROUGH 

THE NIGHT AT 
OUR ANNUAL 

DADDY DAUGHTER 
DANCES

255
KIDS LEARNED AT

HOPE’S PRESCHOOLS
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A Place for Young Adults
“ … don’t let anyone put you down 

because you’re young. Teach believers 
with your life: by word, by demeanor, 

by love, by faith, by integrity.
Stay at your post reading Scripture, 

giving counsel, teaching …”
1 Timothy 4:14

REVIVE
A community of young adults who seek to make a difference and 
who know that true impact starts with God’s transformative love in 
our lives. REVIVE Worship happens weekly in West Des Moines on 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Chapel and in Des Moines on Tuesdays 
at 7:00 pm. Various classes, small group and event opportunities 
happen throughout the year, too. 

“REVIVE has seriously changed my life. Not only has the 
support and young adult community been wonderful, I love 
the opportunity I have to spread the love of God to my peers 
and make them feel welcome at church. Starting the REVIVE 
bowling league has been a perfect example that where two or 
more are gathered, God is there.” – Nicole 

“Since Mason and I have been greeters at REVIVE, we’ve found a church family, lasting 
friendships and opportunities to reach out to others.” – Jessica

“While I love coming to Hope on Sunday mornings, REVIVE connects with me differently.  
I love how God uses the topics and speakers to really speak to me. I can almost immediately 
go live that message with young adults I’ve been able to connect with.” – Justin

@reviveWDM

for young adults

148
YOUNG ADULTS 
WORSHIPED AT 
REVIVE WEEKLY 

IN 2019

@reviveWDM  @reviveDSM
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KAIROS
gives college students 
(believers and non-believers 
alike) a spiritually safe 

place to explore Christianity 
and discover the joy of living in 
God’s unconditional love! Kairos 
happens weekly at The Link in 
Ames (3329 Lincoln Way) on 
Wednesdays at 8:00 pm, as well 
as the same day and time in Iowa 
City at the Robert A. Lee Rec 
Center (220 S Gilbert St).

250+
STUDENTS WORSHIPING 
WEEKLY AT KAIROS 
IN AMES

“Kairos is my favorite part of being a student at Iowa State University. 
Kairos has helped me grow in my faith and become closer to God in 
ways I cannot describe. It lifts me up every week and reassures me that 
whatever problems I am dealing with, God is right there by my side 
and he will help me every step of the way. Iowa State and the city of 
Ames are a better place because of what Kairos is doing through this 
community, which is sharing the everlasting love of Jesus Christ.” – Jake

@kairos.ames
@kairos.iowacity

hopeames.org/kairos-podcast

40+
STUDENTS WORSHIPING 
WEEKLY AT KAIROS IN 
IOWA CITY (LAUNCHED IN 
SEPTEMBER)

“Kairos is many of us college students’ favorite part of the week, to 
give praise and thanks to our ever gracious and loving God!” – Carrie
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“Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost, but now am found
T’was blind but now I see”

270 PEOPLE JOINED US FOR
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
EACH WEEK!

R
C

“Before CR, I felt alone, broken, 
unloved, isolated and weak. I was 
living in sin with my boyfriend and 
our son, fresh off meth and involved 
with DHS. After CR, I have a happy 
marriage, two happy kids who 
know Jesus, and I know I belong in 
my forever family. I know someone 
misses me if I don’t show up. I know 
I am loved unconditionally by God, 
and even if my human relationships 
struggle, I always belong in my 
church family. I still know I am weak, 
but He is strong for me.” – Kirsten

Celebrate Recovery meets 
every week, 52 weeks a year, in 
West Des Moines and Ankeny 
and provides a healing, healthy 
environment for adults affected by 
hurts, hang-ups and habits. At 
Celebrate Recovery, people hear 
about the healing power of Jesus 
Christ through eight recovery 
principles. These biblical principles, 
when applied to our lives, not only 
allow us to grow spiritually, but free 
us from dysfunctional behaviors, 
drawing us closer to a stronger 
personal relationship with God and 
others. At the same time adults are 
attending Celebrate Recovery, 
children (age 4 – grade 6) are invited 
to join us for Celebration Place and 
teens (grades 7-12) are invited to 
check out The Landing, where they 
explore topics that bring healing and 
wholeness in age-appropriate ways.
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“Mental health challenges plagued me, but Celebrate 
Recovery saved me. It truly saved my life. Through 
Celebrate Recovery, I have been saved by the grace of 
God and find freedom from my hurts, habits and hang-
ups. There’s been nothing greater than surrounding 
myself with those who get it! God’s work within Celebrate 
Recovery is the light in my darkness.”

“Celebrate Recovery means looking in the mirror and 
loving the person I see today. I see God’s truth, not the 
lies.” – Elicia

“CR has given me a new life worth living.” – Jonna

“CR means having a forever family to journey through this 
life of restoration from all that I have allowed the thief to 
take from me ... it’s definitely a tool God has used to help 
me to live out my calling to be his hands and feet.” – Joel

“CR gave my life back and I have become a better person, 
mother and follower of Christ.” – Amanda

“CR means a new life. A life built through Jesus.” – Melanie

Hope West Des Moines
Thursdays, 6:30 pm

 

Hope Ankeny
Mondays, 6:30 pm
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We’re Better Together!

“I love these girls so much! Our paths likely wouldn’t 
have crossed had it not been for Hope, but they 
have come to be the ones I reach out to first when 
things are good and when things aren’t so good. 
We pray for one another, celebrate together, and 
push each other to stay one with Christ and not 
fold to the ways of the world.”

“As iron sharpens iron,
 so a friend sharpens a friend.” 

 Proverbs 27:17Life Groups at Hope are small groups of people who meet 
regularly to pray together, connect in Christ-centered 
relationships, grow in their relationship with God and serve the 
world around them. If you’re interested in joining or starting a 
Life Group, visit the Life Groups page on your campus’ website 
for ways to get started!

1,913
PEOPLE ARE IN A

LIFE GROUP

“I wouldn’t have met some of my best friends had it not been for Alpha and 
this small group. We worship together, we pray together and for one another, 
we study the Bible together, we go on fun group outings together, we spend 
holidays together, and we serve together. These people have become some 
of my best friends! We celebrate the high moments and we are there for each 
other during the low moments. God is SO good for connecting us!” – Holly
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Lu
theran church of hope

1994 - 2019BIR†HDAYHAPPY YEARS

In November, we celebrated Hope’s 25th birthday, with 
celebrations taking place at all of our campuses! As much fun 
as it was to look back, it was even more fun to look ahead at 

the future and what God has in store for us as a church!
Be sure to check out our 10 for 10 Vision on page 3.

15,641
PEOPLE WORSHIPED

WITH US DURING
HOPE’S

BIRTHDAY WEEKEND
NOV. 2 & 3

(a new weekend
service record!)

“We praised God, shared holy memories, 
made our mark and set our eyes on 
God’s exciting new vision – 10 for 10 – 
for Hope … Now it’s time to set the sails 
of our church to this new wind of the 
Spirit, coordinate our efforts and work 
together as a church family toward the 
realization of this clear vision from God.” 

– Pastor Mike
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“Serving as a Shepherd at HopeKids has been such a great experience. I have 
been lucky enough to have the same group of kids for several years, getting 
to know them and their families has been a joy.” – Kevin, HopeKids volunteer

“HopeKids has taught me how to love God 
and love others deeply. I love to see the 
kids grow in their faith and experience the 
Good News each and every time I walk into 
HopeKids.” –Sara, HopeKids volunteer

“Serving at HopeKids is 
the highlight of my week. 
Seeing the impact God’s 
love has on these kids over 
time is such an exciting 
thing to be a part of.”  

– Lauren, HopeKids 
volunteer

“I have greatly enjoyed being a positive influence to my group and providing them with an 
environment free of judgement where we can discuss life. I love Hope’s dedication to our youth 
and being a part of it!” – Marcia, PowerLife Leader

4,629
VBS VOLUNTEERS

898
HOPEKIDS VOLUNTEERS

413
POWERLIFE 

VOLUNTEERS

186
IGNITION VOLUNTEERS

1,699
 HOSPITALITY 
VOLUNTEERS

299
PRODUCTION 
VOLUNTEERS

Volunteering at Hope
“… Serve one another in love.” Galatians 5:13
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“Celebrate Recovery gives meaning to my life. To 
be blessed with being able to be used by Jesus 
to spread his love and hope to others is the most 
satisfying thing I have ever been part of.“ – Jeff, 
Celebrate Recovery volunteer

“I enjoy serving with my family, leading my younger 
brother’s group with my dad.” – Ethan, PowerLife 
Leader

“Serving God through HopeKids Wednesdays is 
so fun and fulfilling. Spending time with kiddos, 
seeing them dive deeper into their faith and 
praising God makes it the best mid-week pick- 
me-up!” – Lydia, HopeKids Wednesdays volunteer

“God has impacted me through Ignition by giving 
me a place to grow in my faith every week.  
Through Ignition God gives me the ability to learn, 
ask questions, make connections, and to lead 
students and learn from them as well.” – Emily, 
Ignition Leader
 

“What I love most is the diverse, thrown-together 
family that makes up the Worship Team. We serve 
many hours together and although we’re all 
different, we all share the same passion for music 
and its outreach, and the desire to offer up our 
best.” – Heather, Worship Team volunteer

“When I was asked to be a music leader for VBS  
I had no idea just how it would feel to ‘get fit’ for 
Jesus. Dancing has never been a strength of mine 
due to feeling uncoordinated and self-conscious. 
Through weeks of practice with other incredible 
VBS leaders, I realized God was equipping me to 
move for him – joyfully and without worry about 
how it appeared.” – Christy, VBS Song Leader

“Though I am there to guide and teach about 
faith and Jesus Christ, I find my heart and 
mind are taught new lessons each week with 
the ever-wondering minds of the children; 
their energy and desire to learn about Jesus 
is overwhelming and really places a new 
perspective on my faith each and every week.” 

– Doug, HopeKids Wednesdays volunteer 

“After taking Alpha 
I continued my 
involvement, this time 
as a Host. Through 
each of the subsequent 
Alpha experiences, 
I continued to grow 
in my faith and 
especially my prayer 
life – also making some 
phenomenal friends 
along the way.” – Mark, 
Alpha Host
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Mission at Hope
Being the hands & feet of Jesus

“Publish his glorious deeds among the 
nations. Tell everyone about the amazing 
things he does.” 1 Chronicles 16:24

“Your donations and all the work you put into the Souper Bowl Food 
Drive are so appreciated and valued, and it is such a blessing to those 
families who have been struggling. May God continue to bless you and 
your mission in our community and beyond.” – Souper Bowl Food Drive 
pantry recipient

“We feel very privileged that you continually 
think of us when you are planning the Souper 
Bowl Food Drive. Your contributions are always 
wonderful, so helpful and much appreciated! 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, we 
are truly blessed.” – Souper Bowl Food Drive 
pantry recipient 

Total given to missions through fiscal year
September 2018 – August 2019:

$4,179,125.67 
The Hope Missions Board works hard to distribute those dollars evenly locally and globally

through our many mission partners.

Here’s a list 
of our mission 
trips in 2020.
To learn more, contact our 
Missions Team at 515-222-1520 
or missions@hopewdm.org

Jamaica: Jan. 21-27
Haiti: March 11-20
Southwest Immersion: March 14-20
Israel: May
Tijuana: May 15-18
Ghana: June 10-21
Wildwood Hills Ranch: June 21-26

Jamaica: July 7-13
Tijuana: Aug. 7-10
Israel: October
Haiti: Oct. 7-16
Uganda: Oct. 10-24

125
PEOPLE WENT ON
A MISSION TRIP
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“I really enjoyed helping with the Habitat for Humanity 
Lenten Project! Even though I am not a carpenter, I 
knew I could really throw a mean sandwich together! 
It was really fun working as a team to put the lunches 
together and then delivering them to volunteers 
at the worksite. What a joy to be a part of such an 
awesome team, all doing what they could to make 
someone else’s life better.” – Pat

“It’s great working with so many fine people on 
mission projects.” – Mark

“Mission Tijuana can be summed up with three Cs: 
Christ, Community and Connection. God worked 
through our head, hands and heart to serve his 
purpose, not only in Mexico but once we returned 
home. God’s power, glory and perfect planning was 
on full display.” – Mary

“Our team from Hope was able to bring 
light to one family and change their lives 
forever in a way that only God could be 
a part of. Twenty seven of us traveled 
from Iowa to build a house for a family 
we’d never met. We gave them a house, 
but God gave all of us involved so much 
more.” – Brian

$25,000
TOTAL GIVEN TO MISSIONS

FROM CAFÉ HOPE
Café Hope sells Bibles, books,

Hope apparel, Christian décor and coffee,
with all proceeds going to missions.

“Thank you for supporting us; 
because of your help we are 
growing seaweed to provide for 
our families!” – Philippine resident 
and beneficiary of Hope’s Advent 
Project with Convoy of Hope
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Classes at Hope!
There are hundreds of classes, programs and events 
happening year-round at Hope at all of our campuses, and 
we invite you to get plugged in. Whether you’re young or 
old, new to faith or a seasoned Christian, there’s a place 
for you! Check out what’s happening in 2020 by visiting 
lutheranchurchofhope.org/classes. Not sure where to  
get started? Check out these great options happening at 
many campuses:

“ Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and 
counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives.” Colossians 3:16

1.  Alpha 

2.  After Alpha

3.  Group Launch and Life Groups

4.  CORE

5.  Bible Studies

GROUP
LAUNCH

GROUP
LAUNCH

“After attending a wonderful Alpha class in 2017, I was looking for a class that 
would grow my faith in a way that would help me share my faith with others. 
The Spirit led me to CORE. I felt so enlightened and more focused on ways to 
share my faith thanks to the CORE classes.” – Pat

“I signed up for Purposeful Living classes 
to find direction for the next chapter in 
life. What I got was so much more. I now 
understand God’s love is so much bigger 
than I learned as a child.” – Jody
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“In January, I felt compelled to begin attending Men of Hope’s Wednesday morning 
breakfast, and that’s when I turned the corner in my daily walk with God. Attending 
classes like Let Prayer Change Your Life, 33 The Series and the Apprentice Series 
has inspired me to know a God that loves me just as I am and provides unshakable 
peace, joy and confidence to tackle all that comes my way.” – Brandon

349 542

“Prior to Men of Hope, I was a consumer of faith, listening to the word but not 
applying it to my life. I was curious about how to be more than a consumer, and that 
is why I started to attend Men of Hope events. It was through these events that I was 
able to connect with other men and admit that I didn’t know how to pray or read the 
Bible. They did not judge me or push me away but rather took the time to teach me 
to do these things.” – Nathan

“We have really enjoyed 
the Married People 
Retreats and Nights 
Out! Just as your 
home, your car or 
other things you value, 
your marriage needs 
purposeful attention to 
keep it running strong. 
We enjoy the mixture 
of God’s word, prayer, 
conversation, fellowship 
and fun games to keep 
your marriage fresh.” 

– Marriage Ministry 
participants

“My experience in CORE was nothing short of life-changing!” – Alan
“Because of Christ’s presence in Women’s 
ministry I have been blessed beyond 
words.“ – Julie

9,443
NUMBER OF ADULTS
WHO TOOK A CLASS

237
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE
WHO TOOK CORE

111
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE
WHO TOOK 

APPRENTICE 
SERIES

173
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE WHO 
TOOK FINANCIAL 

PEACE 
UNIVERSITY

1,913
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE
IN A LIFE GROUP

“Hope’s marriage ministry has really 
helped us to deepen both our relationship 
with each other and with God. It has given 
us some great strategies for improving 
our communication skills as a couple.”  

– Marriage Ministry participants

“Hope’s marriage ministry has 
really helped us to deepen both 
our relationship with each other 
and with God. It has given us some 
great strategies for improving our 
communication skills as a couple.”  

– Marriage Ministry participants

“The Creative Arts Ministry has given me a place to belong at Hope. Connecting with other artists through teaching, 
working and creating together has been a lot of fun and is a huge blessing to me.” – Jolene

“I have had the honor and blessing to be a part of Women’s Ministry for the past 14 years. 
It provides so many opportunities for women to experience God’s love and healing. We are 
truly better together.” – Cathy

NUMBER OF WOMEN WHO 
ATTENDED THE MADE TO 
MATTER WOMEN’S SUMMIT

NUMBER OF MEN WHO 
ATTENDED
WINGS & THINGS
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Hope Online
“ Go into the world. Go everywhere and announce the 

Message of God’s good news to one and all.” Mark 16:15

Connect with us on 
social media!
All of Hope’s campuses have various social 
media pages to help you stay connected 
and grow in your faith! Have a Facebook or 
Instagram account? Be sure to check out 
our #PiecesfromHope series for authentic 
stories of faith from fellow Hopesters!

55,539
PEOPLE ACCESSED HOPE’S 

ONLINE DAILY BIBLE READINGS

56%
OF USERS WERE MOBILE

7.7%
OF USERS WERE TABLET

36%
OF USERS WERE DESKTOP

163
    COUNTRIES

                     ALLI 

50
              STATESI

NUMBER OF WEBSITE VISITS:

2,221,754
AVERAGE TIME SPENT ON PAGE:

1 minute
14 seconds

Website was 
accessed from:
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YOUTUBE SUBSCRIBERS

1.07K

YOUTUBE VIDEO PLAYS

101,017

APP DOWNLOADS

7,222

APP LAUNCHES 

156,911

APPLE TV/ROKU APP PLAYS

3,448

“After my second stroke in 2013 I had no alternative but to find an 
online church to worship. Every Lutheran online program I found had 
very poor audio and video quality, traditional music, poor sermons, 
etc. I elected to continue my search until I came across Lutheran 
Church of Hope (not realizing that the church was based in the 
Midwest). During my first few online experiences at Hope I was 
somewhat dazzled by both Pastor Mike and Pastor Jeremy. They 
spoke with great passion and explained everything, leaving little 
room for the need to ask questions … The more progressive music 
was a perfect fit. And throughout my ensuing weekly attendance the 
sermons, music and vocals only excelled. I have been in love with 
Hope ever since my first attendance. I have always considered Hope to be my church home, and now
I am so very proud to say that I am a member. So much so that I speak with Jesus many nights 
thanking him for once again providing me with that which I needed most: Hope.” 

– Michael, Fredericksburg, VA

“It was 2015 that I heard about 
Lutheran Church of Hope 
and attended my first online, 
live church service. It was 
the grace of God, the Holy 
Spirit, that pointed me to your 
church. From that first service 
I attended, I was drawn in and 
felt welcomed. Thank you for 
bringing this opportunity to 
my life. I am looking forward to 
what 2020 might bring.”  

– Jean, Redding, CA

Busiest days on the website:

Christmas Eve: Easter:

33,065
PAGEVIEWS

27,778
PAGEVIEWS

7,096
USERS

6,048
USERS
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ONE CHURCH, MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
While Hope is one body spread throughout central Iowa, you will find some individual traits to each location. In addition to Hope 
West Des Moines, Hope has five campuses to serve believers in your communities.

HOPE ANKENY  |  hopeankeny.org
Hope’s first satellite campus launched in April 2005 in Ankeny. Hope Ankeny worships together on weekends and offers 
opportunities during the week for serving, learning and worshiping for kids and adults. Led by Lead Pastor Scott Rains, you’ll find  
a joyful community in this northern suburb.

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, 8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 am

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5 during all services.

Hope Ankeny Preschool is available for preschool-aged children.  
Email jody.hufford@hopewdm.org to learn more.

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopeankeny.org or visit  
hopeankeny.org.

Office 
520 NW 36th St. 
Ankeny, IA 50023  
(515) 964-5586

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Email 
info@hopeankeny.org

HOPE DES MOINES  |  hopedesmoines.org
The second satellite launched, Hope Des Moines, is located downtown. Led by Lead Pastor Jon Anenson, at Hope  
Des Moines you can find a growing, mission-minded community for all ages, including families.

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, 9:15 & 11:00 am

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5 at all  
weekend services.

Hope Downtown Preschool is available for children ages 2-5.  
Email jody.hufford@hopewdm.org to learn more.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopedesmoines.org or visit 
hopedesmoines.org for more details on what is coming up for this campus. 

Office 
1821 Ingersoll Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
(515) 282-4481

Office Hours 
Tuesday: 1:00-4:00 pm 
Wednesday: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Thursday: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Email 
info@hopedesmoines.org

HOPE AMES  |  hopeames.org
The newest satellite campus launched in August 2017 with live music, kids’ programming and a combination of live preaching and 
video messages. Hope Ames/College (Kairos) Minister is Danny Housholder.

Worship Services 
Sunday, 9:00 & 10:30 am 
Ames City Auditorium (520 6th St)

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5.

Kairos is Hope’s college ministry.

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopeames.org or visit hopeames.org for 
more details on what’s coming up at this campus.

Office 
The Link  
3329 Lincoln Way 
Ames, IA 50014 
(515) 441-7970

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Friday: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Email 
info@hopeames.org
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HOPE WAUKEE  |  hopewaukee.org
The fourth satellite launched in October 2014 with live music, kids’ programming and a video message. Lead Pastor is  
Pat Quaid.

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, 9:15 & 11:00 am

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5 at all services.

Hope Waukee Preschool is available for children ages 2-5.  
Email lindsay.pickering@hopewaukee.org to learn more. 

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopewaukee.org or visit  
hopewaukee.org for more details on what’s coming up at this campus.

Office 
305 NE Dartmoor Dr. 
Waukee, IA 50263 
(515) 264-2000

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Email 
info@hopewaukee.org

HOPE GRIMES  |  hopegrimes.org
The third satellite campus started worshiping in September 2011 at Summit Middle School with live music, kids’ programming 
and a video message. This community is growing and bursting with opportunities for those in the Grimes area. Lead Pastor is 
Eric Voelker.

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, 9:15 & 11:00 am

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5.

Hope Grimes Preschool is available for preschool-aged children.  
Email jody.hufford@hopewdm.org to learn more.

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopegrimes.org or visit hopegrimes.org 
for more details on what is coming up at this campus. 

Office 
1335 NE Beaverbrooke Blvd. 
Grimes, IA 50111 
(515) 259-9495

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Email 
info@hopegrimes.org

HOPE WEST DES MOINES  |  hopewdm.org
Led by Senior Pastor Mike Housholder, this is the largest location, but there are multiple ways to find your niche or style  
of worship. Services are live-streamed from this location every Sunday at 11:00 am at hopeonline.tv.

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 
Sunday, 8:00, 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00 am and 5:00 pm

HopeKids Children’s Ministry is available for age 3 – grade 5 during most services.

Hope West Des Moines Preschool is available for children ages 2-5.  
Email jody.hufford@hopewdm.org to learn more. 

Adult Fellowship is available during the week through studies and classes.

To learn more or get involved, email info@hopewdm.org or visit hopewdm.org 
for more details on what’s coming up at this campus.

Office 
925 Jordan Creek Pkwy 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 
(515) 222-1520

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Email 
info@hopewdm.org
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