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Welcome to Intro to the Bible

Hello, and welcome to Intro to the Bible – I’m so glad you are joining us!  

Intro to the Bible is an overview of the story of the Bible, taking a 30,000-foot view from Genesis to Revelation. 
We’ll focus on the major events, characters and themes of the Bible to help you gain an understanding of the 
overarching story of God working in the world.

Warning: this isn’t an in-depth study of one book or one theme. We won’t get to every book in the Bible, every 
character or every type of literature. It’s meant to be a survey course, building the skeleton that you can continue to 
flesh out into the whole body of the Bible.

If you haven’t done a Bible survey course in the past, don’t be surprised if you feel overwhelmed at first, especially 
if you aren’t very familiar with the Old Testament. It’s OK! This is an exciting and complex story that reveals itself 
over time; I’ve found it takes repetition to begin to feel comfortable with the text.

I’m excited to see how God impacts your life as you explore his living word!

In Him,
Pastor Caroline
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BEFORE THE FIRST INTRO BIBLE CLASS …

We will use several of the Crossways International graphics in the PowerPoints that accompany the talks for Intro 
Bible. These graphics were created so they could be used in any language, therefore symbols are used heavily. 
This allows Crossways to minimize the number of graphics that need translation when teaching people who speak 
different languages.

For that reason, I’d like to explain several symbols that are used repeatedly.

In the top right panel we see the symbol for God. The inspiration for this symbol 
comes from the crown of thorns Jesus wore when he was crucified. The symbol 
for God is a circle – meaning God has no beginning and no end. The arrows point 
outward because God is a God of action and love pouring outward!
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In the lower left panel, we see the symbol for God along with the symbols for men 
and women. The men and women have their arms raised in worship and praise, 
living under God, who is Creator and Lord. The arrows between God and humans 
signify that we are meant to be in a relationship with God and with each other.

BEFORE THE FIRST INTRO BIBLE CLASS …
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Between God and humans is the symbol of the covenant – think the 10 
commandments. God’s covenants are to guide how we live with each other.  
We are meant to live serving each other in mutual submission.

BEFORE THE FIRST INTRO BIBLE CLASS …
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This final panel on the lower right introduces the symbol for sin – the relationship 
arrow is turned in on itself. In Latin, sin is called in curvatus se – being focused on 
yourself. Sin means losing your focus on God and others and becoming the center 
of your own little world. We see that when sin intrudes, the relationship between 
God and others is broken and we stand defiantly with our hands on our hips.

Many of the other symbols we’ll encounter during the course are self-explanatory.

Let’s get started!

Pastor Caroline

BEFORE THE FIRST INTRO BIBLE CLASS …
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BIBLE 1 HANDOUT

Creation – Patriarchs Week 1

1. Setting the stage

2. Genesis 1 

a. Reads as a statement of belief

b. God created order out of chaos and created humans to participate with him as he rules

c. Guided by God’s rules, humans are to live under God as King in a united family, glorifying God and 
serving others

3. Genesis 2

a. Humans are given the choice to trust God and his wisdom or to define good and evil by themselves

4. Genesis 3-11

a. Humans responded to God’s love and wisdom with rebellion leading to a cycle of  
sin – judgement – grace 

b. Adam and Eve

c. Cain and Abel

d. Noah and the Flood

e. The Tower of Babel

5. Genesis 12

a. God’s rescue project begins with the call of Abraham
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BIBLE 1 HANDOUT

Creation – Patriarchs Week 1

6. The Covenant with Abraham promises

a. Land 

b. Offspring

c. To be a blessing to the nations

7. The Covenant promises continue through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob despite their struggles to  
be faithful

a. Trying to solve the problem of Abraham’s heir

b. The near sacrifice of Isaac

c. Esau sells his birthright and loses his blessing to Jacob

d. Jacob’s family grows

e. Joseph matures from a spoiled child into a faithful leader

8. God used Joseph to prepare for a severe famine and Jacob’s family settled in Egypt during 
the famine

Important takeaways
1. God’s creation is good; humans messed up and God promised to rescue us

2. God’s rescue plan goes through Abraham

3. God wants to be in a relationship with his people; covenants help guide that relationship

4. The covenant with Abraham promised land, offspring and that Abraham would be a blessing 
to the nations

5. The patriarchs and matriarchs were both faithful and fickle, but God cared for them 
because of his great love
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BIBLE 1 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Creation – Patriarchs Week 1

If you’d like to dive into the stories of Genesis on  
your own, here are some chapters for further 
reading and study:
 Genesis 1-12: the story of creation, the spread of sin 

across the world, and the call of Abraham and Sarah
 Genesis 13, 15-16, 21-22: the story of Abraham, 

Sarah and Isaac
 Genesis 25, 27: the story of Jacob and Esau
 Genesis 28:10–30:43, 33: the story of Jacob 
 Genesis 37, 39-42, 45-46: the story of Joseph

A good summary and review of the book of Genesis 
is found at The Bible Project website, the Old 
Testament videos, Genesis 1-11 and Genesis 12-50:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/genesis-1-11/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/genesis-12-50/

 

 What is your experience with the 
creation stories in Genesis 1 and 2? 
What is your experience in trying to 
understand evolution and the biblical 
creation stories? How do these 
experiences affect how you view  
the Bible?

 

 How familiar are you with the Bible? 
What questions would you like to have 
answered in the next weeks?

 

 What stories have you heard about 
Abraham, if any? What surprised you  
about how Abraham, Sarah, Isaac 

 and Jacob’s faith waxed and waned? 

 

 What effects do sin continue to have on 
creation and humanity today?

1 2

Notes:

3 4

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a clearer 
understanding of his word and how he reveals himself through the Scriptures.

Discussion 
starters:
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE 
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Creation – Patriarchs Week 1
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CREATION
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleCreation

DO THIS:
Do a scavenger hunt around the house!  

Each person needs to get one item that represents each day of creation.
Once you’ve found all your items, share them with one other and

explain how they goes with each day!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for creating us and making us very good.

Help us to share your love with others.
Thanks for loving us, too.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY



11



12

BIBLE 2 HANDOUT

Exodus – Conquest Week 2

1. Exodus

a. The most important event in the Old Testament

b. Moses called to lead the people

c. The 10 plagues are actually a holy war between YHWH and Pharaoh

d. The Passover was instituted to remind the Hebrews how God saved them from slavery

e. Moses leads the people from Egypt through the Red Sea

2. The Covenant at Sinai 

a. A Covenant of human obligation – humans have responsibilities

b. Because YHWH saved the people from slavery, he has the right to expect certain behavior from them

c. YHWH’s expectation is that his people will live in justice and generosity since he showed them justice  
and generosity

d. Parts of the Sinai Covenant

  i. Preamble
  ii. Historical prologue
  iii. Stipulations
  iv. Preservation and rereading
  v. Witnesses
  vi. Blessings and curses

3. Law codes are guidelines for life with YHWH and others

a. Living in a relationship with God

b. Living in community

c. Witnessing to faith

d. Experiencing joy

e. The priesthood
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BIBLE 2 HANDOUT

Exodus – Conquest Week 2

4. People are unfaithful and must wander 40 years before coming into the  
Promised Land

a. The incident with the Golden Calf

b. Afraid of the people living in Canaan

c. A time of grumbling and complaints

5. Themes of Deuteronomy

a. The Lord alone: Deuteronomy 6:4-6

b. The land

c. One sanctuary

d. Blessings and curses

e. Choose life

6. Joshua leads the people into the Promised Land and the land is divided among the tribes

a. The fall of Jericho and the faith of Rahab

7. Ancient gods were concerned with fertility, not moral living

8. Judges reports how Israel fragments

a. Apostasy – the people sin and fall away from God: Judges 3:7

b. Battered – God punishes the people by using the surrounding nations

c. Cry – The people cry out for God to deliver them

d. Deliver – God delivers the people by raising up a judge who is a military and  
political leader
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BIBLE 2 HANDOUT

Exodus – Conquest Week 2

9. Major problems at the end of Judges

a. Political unity

b. Transfer of leadership

c. Spiritual purity

Important takeaways
1. God rescued the Hebrews because he’s God, not because they were faithful followers

2. God expects his followers to live justly and generously; the covenant at Sinai guides this lifestyle

3. The themes in Deuteronomy resonate throughout Israel’s story

4. The Bible tells the story of the consequences of turning away from God
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BIBLE 2 DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Exodus – Conquest Week 2

 
 The story of the 10 plagues is a story 

of the battle between the true God, 
YHWH, and the pagan gods of the 
Egyptians. Is this battle still going on? 
How?

 

 How do the themes in Deuteronomy 
impact Israel during the time of  
the Judges?

 

 Have you ever felt abandoned by God 
as the Hebrews did when they were in 
slavery in Egypt for 400 years?

 

 What surprised you about the story  
of Israel?

 

 How do you view laws – as a burden or  
a gift? Why?

1 2

43

5

Discussion 
starters:

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a clearer 
understanding of his word and how he invites you to follow him.

A good summary and review of the story from Exodus – Judges is found at The Bible Project website, the Old 
Testament videos, Exodus 1-18 and 19-40, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, and Judges:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/exodus-1-18/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/exodus-19-40/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/numbers/

https://bibleproject.com/explore/deuteronomy/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/joshua/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/judges/
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Notes:

BIBLE 2 DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Exodus – Conquest Week 2

If you’d like to dive into the stories from Exodus to 
Judges on your own, here are some chapters for further 
reading and study:
 Exodus 1-14: the story of Moses’ early life, his call, 

confronting Pharaoh, the 10 plagues, and crossing the 
Red Sea

 Exodus 15:22-25; 16:1-4; 17:1-7: the people complain 
but God provides

 Exodus 19:9-20:21: the covenant at Sinai and the  
10 Commandments

 Exodus 32: the people sin with the golden calf
 Numbers 13:17-14:24: spies sent to Canaan
 Deuteronomy chapter 5: the covenant at Sinai
 Deuteronomy 6:4-15: the Great Shema
 Deuteronomy 10:12-22: the essence of the  

Sinai covenant
 Deuteronomy 28: blessings and curses
 Deuteronomy 34: the death of Moses
 Joshua 1:1-9: God commissions Joshua
 Joshua 2: spies sent to Jericho
 Joshua 5:13-15: Joshua’s vision of the commander  

of God’s army
 Joshua 6: the battle of Jericho
 Joshua 24: Joshua’s farewell address and death
 Judges 4: the story of Deborah
 Judges 19: the utter degradation of the people
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Exodus – Conquest Week 2
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EXodus
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleMoses

DO THIS:
Make an obstacle course around your house.

Talk about how it might have been difficult to follow God into 
the unknown when the Israelites fled Egypt.

Then, take turns sharing a time you trusted God.
What happened?

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for leading us the way you lead the Israelites.

Help us to follow and trust you every day.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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BIBLE 3 HANDOUT

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

1. The prophet Samuel leads Israel

a. Hannah’s song prophesies God will oppose the proud, will work despite evil, and will raise up a king

b. The Philistines are the major threat to Israel

2. The people demand kings

a. Who will rule Israel, YHWH or kings?

b. Samuel warns the people against kings

c. YHWH gives into the people’s demand

3. Saul 

a. Anointed the first king of Israel

b. Initially able to inspire, lead and rule

c. Saul’s downfall came when disobeyed Samuel 

4. David 

a. Anointed the second king of Israel

b. Confronts and kills Goliath, revealing his qualities for kingship: courage, military skill 
and faith in YHWH

c. Saul became jealous of David’s success and attempted to kill him

d. David refused to harm Saul though Saul sought to kill David
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BIBLE 3 HANDOUT

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

5. Saul’s flaws

a. Desperate to be loved by people

b. Impulsive

c. Vindictive

6. David united the kingdom

7. David established Jerusalem as the political and religious capital of Israel

8. The Covenant with David: 2 Samuel 7

a. God promises a line of kings from David that would last forever

b. David extends the kingdom by conquering surrounding nations

9. David is both saint and sinner, faithful and unfaithful

a. David committed adultery with Bathsheba and then murdered her husband, Uriah

b. David was ruthless in consolidating political power

c. The succession to David’s throne was bloody and tragic

  i. Amnom

  ii. Absalom

  iii. Adonijah

  iv. Solomon

10. David was a man after God’s own heart – throughout his life, David worshipped
 YHWH alone: 1 Samuel 13:14
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BIBLE 3 HANDOUT

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

11. Solomon

a. Initially a wise and fair ruler

b. Started many building projects, including the Temple

c. Increased Israel’s economic and military power

d. Married many foreign wives and worshiped their gods

e. Raised taxes and introduced forced labor

f. Israel prospered materially, but was weakened spiritually under his rule

12. The kingdom of Israel divided after Solomon’s death

a. Northern Kingdom of Israel
i. Developed their own worship system and line of priests

ii. Prospered economically

iii. Politically unstable with 9 dynasties coming to power through history

b. Southern Kingdom of Judah
i. Politically stable under Davidic dynasty

13. Both kingdoms taken into Exile for disobeying the covenant at Sinai and being unfaithful  
to YHWH

a. 721 BC: The Northern Kingdom of Israel exiled by Assyria

b. 597 and 587 BC: The Southern Kingdom of Judah exiled by Babylon
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BIBLE 3 HANDOUT

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

Important takeaways
1. The people ask for and receive kings. The country is united under David, but divides after Solomon

2. The covenant with David promises a king from David’s line will sit on the throne forever

3. Israel’s national fortunes depend on being faithful to God

4. God opposes the proud. Being chosen means responsibility, not privilege
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BIBLE 3 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

 
 What is something new you discovered 

about Saul? David? Solomon?

 

 How do you think the people regarded  
the covenant with David when they 
were taken into Exile? 

 

 Why does it matter that the people  
wanted a king to rule them, but God 
wanted to give them a prince?

 

 How do the themes in Deuteronomy 
(the Lord alone, the land, one sanctuary, 
blessings and curses, choose life)  
impact the history of Israel?

 What does it mean that David was a man 
after God’s own heart?

1 2

43

5

Discussion 
starters:

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a heart  
to follow only him.

A good summary and review of the story from 1 Samuel to 2 Kings is found at The Bible Project website, the 
Old Testament videos, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, and 1 & 2 Kings:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/1-samuel/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/2-samuel/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/1-2-kings/
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Notes:

BIBLE 3 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Saul – Babylonian Exile Week 3

If you’d like to dive into the stories from Exodus to 
Judges on your own, here are some chapters for 
further reading and study:
 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10: Samuel’s birth and the song  

of Hannah
 1 Samuel 3: the call of Samuel
 1 Samuel 4:1-7:2: the capture of the Ark, the death 

of Eli, and the return of the Ark
 1 Samuel 8:4-22: the people demand a king
 1 Samuel 9:27-10:1, 17-25: Saul anointed and 

proclaimed king
 1 Samuel 13:1-15: Saul’s unlawful sacrifice
 1 Samuel 15:1-23: Saul rejected from being king
 1 Samuel 16:1-13: David anointed king
 1 Samuel 18:1-16: David’s success and Saul’s fear
 1 Samuel 31: the death of Saul
 2 Samuel 2:1-4, 8-11: David anointed king of Judah 

and Ishbaal king of Israel
 2 Samuel 5:1-10: David anointed king of Israel and 

makes Jerusalem his capital
 2 Samuel 6:1-15: David brings the Ark to Jerusalem
 2 Samuel 7: covenant with David
 2 Samuel 11:1-12:24: David commits adultery  

with Bathsheba
 2 Samuel 13: the rape of Tamar and the death  

of Amnon
 2 Samuel 15:1-31, 18:1-15: Absalom usurps the 

throne and the death of Absalom
 1 Kings 1: the struggle for succession and Solomon 

gains the throne
 1 Kings 3: Solomon’s early reign
 1 Kings 5:1-6; 6:11-13; 8:1-26: Solomon builds and 

dedicates the Temple
 1 Kings 11:1-13, 26-40: Solomon’s errors  

and the split of the Kingdom prophesied
 1 Kings 12:1-20: the Northern tribes secede
 2 Kings 17:1-24: the fall of Israel
 2 Kings 24:1-25-25:12: the fall of Judah
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE 
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DAVID
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleDavid

DO THIS:
Make a small square on the floor with tape.

Try to toss, roll, or slide different objects so they land in the square.
Talk about how God must have helped David defeat Goliath.

Then, share how you can be faithful to God this week!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for being trustworthy.

Help us be faithful and follow you every day.
We love you.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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BIBLE 4 HANDOUT

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4

1. The role of the prophets was to speak God’s words to the people

2. The basis of the prophetic message was the Sinai covenant 

a. God treated his people with justice and generosity and expected his people to show justice and 
generosity to others

b. The prophets called the people to repent and return to following the covenants

c. If the people did not repent and return to YHWH, they could lose the land

3. Prophesies against individual sinsl 

a. People failed to teach the law

b. Defined good and evil by themselves

c. Money corrupted their mission in the world 

d. They had a corrupt economic system

e. The rich neglected the poor

4. Prophesies against national sins

a. The powerful weaponized the political, judicial and economic systems in their favor

b. The nation relied on military power instead of YHWH

c. The nation relied on stronger nations to protect them instead of YHWH

5. The true test of faith is determined by what happens in the marketplace and neighborhood and 
not in the Temple

6. The people are taken into Exile for disobeying the covenant

a. 721 BC: the Northern Kingdom of Israel exiled by Assyria

b. 597 and 587 BC: the Southern Kingdom of Judah exiled by Babylon

c. The people questioned if Israel and Jerusalem were at an end
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BIBLE 4 HANDOUT

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4

7. The exiles return when Cyrus the Great of Persia defeated the Babylonians

a. 538 BC: the first group to return restored and rededicated the Temple

b. The second group of returnees was led by Ezra, whose goal was to recommit to following the Torah

c. The third group of returnees was led by Nehemiah, who rebuild the city of Jerusalem and its walls

8. The Intertestamental Period – from the end of the Old Testament to the opening of the 
New Testament

a. Israel came under Greek then Roman control

b. 142 BC: the people won semi-independence and established a new line of kings – but not from  
David’s line

c. 19 BC: Herod the Great promised to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem

9. 1st century core beliefs in Judaism 

a. One God

b. Only the Jews could know and belong to YHWH

c. The Torah was the link between YHWH and his people

10. Factions in 1st century Judaism

a. Pharisees

b. Sadducees

c. Scribes

d. Zealots
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BIBLE 4 HANDOUT

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4

11. What about the covenant with Abraham?

a. Active evangelism

b. Passive evangelism

c. Crush the Gentiles

Important takeaways
1. The prophets were sent to call the people back to the covenant

2. The true test of faith was what was happening in the marketplace, not the Temple

3. The people ignored the prophets and were punished by exile

4. God continued to be faithful and returned the people to the land

5. God remained faithful to the covenants with Abraham, at Sinai and with David
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BIBLE 4 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4

 
 How is the message of the prophets 

relevant today?

 
 How did the experience of the Exile 

influence Israel’s history?

 

 How has your understanding of the 
prophets changed?

 

 What surprised you about the story 
of Israel?

 

 How has the overview of the Old 
Testament changed your understanding 
of God and his story with his people?

 

 When people live under a foreign 
power, what hopes do they cherish? 
What hopes did Israel have while they 
were in Exile?

1 2

43

5 6

Discussion 
starters:

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a clearer 
understanding of his word and how he invites you to influence the world for him.

A good summary and sample of one of the earliest prophets, Amos, and the story of the return from Exile is 
found at The Bible Project website, the Old Testament videos, Amos and Ezra-Nehemiah:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/amos/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/ezra-nehemiah/
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Notes:

BIBLE 4 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4

If you’d like to dive into the words of the prophets and the 
story of the return from Exile on your own, here are some 
chapters for further reading and study:
 Amos 1:1-8; 2:4-16: Amos prophesies against the 

nations, drawing the noose tighter around Judah  
and Israel

 Amos 4:1-3: Amos prophesies exile because Israel 
oppresses the poor

 Amos 5:10-24: justice is what God demands, not 
hypocritical worship

 Amos 9:11-15: God promises to restore  
David’s kingdom

 Ezra 1: the end of the Babylonian Exile
 Ezra 3: worship restored, and the Temple  

foundations laid
 Ezra 4:1-4: opposition to rebuilding the Temple
 Ezra 6:13-22: the Temple completed and  

Passover celebrated
 Ezra 7:11-28: the arrival and work of Ezra
 Ezra 9:1-4; 10:1-5, 10-12: denunciation of mixed 

marriages and the foreign wives and children rejected
 Nehemiah 1:1-3; 2:1-8: Nehemiah sent to Jerusalem
 Nehemiah 2:11-20: the decision to restore the walls  

of Jerusalem
 Nehemiah 4:7-23: organizing the work  

despite opposition
 Nehemiah 6:15-16: the Jerusalem wall completed
 Nehemiah 8:1-3: Ezra summons the people to  

obey the law
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NOTES:
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Prophets – Intertestamental Period Week 4
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Daniel
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleDaniel

DO THIS:
Put an Oreo on your forehead and move it down to

your mouth using only your facial muscles (no hands!).
Just like it was hard to get the Oreo in your mouth in

the game, the lions couldn’t eat Daniel. 
Who helped Daniel?

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for reminding us that

we can follow you even when it’s hard.
Help us to point other people to you through our actions.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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BIBLE 5 HANDOUT

Gospels Week 5

1. Each Gospel presents the story of Jesus through their own unique lens

a. Mark: the Challenging Messiah

b. Matthew: the Prophesied Messiah

c. Luke: the Compassionate Messiah

d. John: the Final Word of God

2. Outline of the Gospel of Mark 

a. No birth narrative – John the Baptist introduces Jesus

b. Jesus’ baptism – Jesus is proclaimed the promised King of David who will rule as a servant

c. Jesus’ temptation

d. Jesus’ actions demonstrate he’s Messiah

  i. Power over sickness
  ii. Power over nature
  iii. Power over demons
  iv. Power over death

e. Mark 8:27-30: Jesus asks his disciples who he is

  i. Peter answers correctly, but didn’t understand the kind of Messiah Jesus would be

f. Jesus predicts his death and resurrection three times

  i. Mark 8

  ii. Mark 9

  iii. Mark 10

g. Jesus enters Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and is received by the crowds in triumph

h. Jesus is confronted by the religious authorities

  i. Will Jesus be a traitor to Rome?
  ii. Will Jesus be a traitor to the religious authorities?
  iii. Jesus links the love of God with love of neighbor
  iv. Jesus is greater than David 
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BIBLE 5 HANDOUT

Gospels Week 5

i. Jesus is betrayed, tried, and crucified and his mission appears to fail

j. Jesus is raised from the dead and invites his disciples to truly “see” him in Galilee: 
Mark 16:6-7

Important takeaways
1. Each Gospel tells the story of Jesus through a different lens to tell the story of Jesus as the fulfillment  

of God’s promises

2. Jesus’ baptism ushers in his ministry as the promised Messiah who rules as a servant

3. Jesus demonstrates God’s Kingdom breaking in with healing, wholeness, and power over sin, Satan,  
and death

4. The true Chosen People are those who acknowledge Jesus as Messiah, accept him as Savior, and live him 
as Lord of their life
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BIBLE 5 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Gospels Week 5

 

 Why was Jesus’ ministry seen as radical? 
Do you see it as radical? Why or  
why not?

 

 What does it mean that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of Old Testament dreams?

 

 How has your understanding of the 
Gospels changed?

 

 St. Francis of Assisi is thought to have 
said “Preach the Gospel at all times. 
When necessary, use words.” How was 
Jesus’ entire life a sermon?

 
 Reread Mark 8:27-29. How do you 

answer the question Jesus posed?

 

 What kind of Messiah did the Jews 
want? What kind of Messiah did they 
get in Jesus? If you lived at the time of 
Jesus, would you have recognized him 
as Messiah? Why or why not?

1 2
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5 6

Discussion 
starters:

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a clearer 
understanding of Jesus’ ministry and how you are called to follow him.

A good summary and review of the story in the Gospels is found at The Bible Project
website, the New Testament videos, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/matthew/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/mark/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/luke/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/john/
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Notes:

BIBLE 5 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Gospels Week 5

If you’d like to dive into the stories from the Gospels, 
a good place to start is Mark’s Gospel. Here are some 
chapters for further reading and study:
 Mark 1:1-20: the proclamation of John the Baptist and 

the start of Jesus’ ministry
 Mark 8:1-10: Jesus feeds more than 4,000
 Mark 8:27-30: Peter’s declaration about Jesus
 Mark 8:31-9:1: Jesus predicts his death and  

resurrection (#1)
 Mark 9:2-8: the transfiguration of Jesus
 Mark 9:30-37: Jesus predicts his death and  

resurrection (#2)
 Mark 10:32-45: Jesus predicts his death and 

resurrection (#3)
 Mark 11:1-11: Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
 Mark 12:13-37: Jesus is tested by the religious 

authorities
 Mark 14:1-2, 10-11: the plot to kill Jesus
 Mark 14:12-25: the Passover meal and the institution of 

the Lord’s Supper
 Mark 14:32-65: Jesus is betrayed, arrested and tried
 Mark 14:66-72: Peter denies Jesus
 Mark 15: Jesus is crucified, dies and is buried
 Mark 16: the resurrection of Jesus
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Gospels Week 5
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Gospels Week 5 
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Jesus
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleJesus

DO THIS:
Make a “Connect 4” grid on the wall using tape or draw it on a 

piece of paper (7 columns and 5 rows). Use different colored post-it 
notes or markers to take turns trying to get 4 of your color in a row! 
Not everyone in Jesus’ day connected the dots that he was God’s 
Son, but we know that Jesus really is God’s only Son and that he 

rescued us from our sins because he loves us so much!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for sending your Son Jesus to rescue us. 

Help us share the Good News of his Love with everyone we meet.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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BIBLE 6 HANDOUT

Acts – Revelation  Week 6

1. Acts presents the history of the early church – It is filled with stories of miracles and the 
persecution of the early church

2. Jesus spends time with his disciples after his resurrection, commissions them to spread the 
Gospel and ascends into heaven

3. Acts 2, the Holy Spirit is given at Pentecost

4. Saul, a persecutor of Christians, is converted and renamed Paul, a believer and great missionary

5. Acts 10, the Holy Spirit is given to Gentiles

6. As both Jews and Gentiles are added to the new community, the question comes up: Must you 
become a Jew first before becoming a Christian? The answer is no: Acts 15:19

7. Paul’s last missionary journey ends in Jerusalem where he is imprisoned 

a. Paul appeals to Rome to move his trial and he’s taken to Rome where he continues to preach while  
in prison

8. Gnosticism – worldview using human reason to explain sin and evil

a. The belief that spirit is good, matter is evil – humans have a divine spark of spirit (good) trapped in 
a material (evil) body

b. Special knowledge is needed to return the divine spark to God – in Greek, gnosis

c. Led to antinomianism – everything is permissible

d. Led to legalism – must tightly discipline the mind and body
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BIBLE 6 HANDOUT

Acts – Revelation  Week 6

9. The New Testament letters (epistles) guide believers in living out their faith in the world

10. Topics covered

a. Jesus’ final appearance

b. Understanding salvation

c. Living in community

d. Membership in the community

e. Dealing with problems in the community

  i. Leadership
  ii. Worship, communion and spiritual gifts
  iii. Marriage, family and gender roles
  iv. Legal disputes

11. Revelation

a. Apocalyptic literature

b. The problems of the 7 churches

  i. Assimilation
  ii. Persecution
  iii. Complacency

c. A series of visions to shake people out of their illusions of security and competence

d. The visions always return to the vision of the heavenly throne room where God reigns 

e. Satan defeated

f. Ultimate message: God is in control and Christians are to keep the faith and practice  
love and justice in the community
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BIBLE 6 HANDOUT

Acts – Revelation  Week 6

Important takeaways
1. The Book of Acts records the birth of the Christian Church and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit

2. The New Testament letters guide believers in how to live out their faith at home and in their communities

3. God is sovereign and in control of history and Jesus will return in power and glory

4. A vibrant faith practices love, justice and generosity
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BIBLE 6 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Acts – Revelation  Week 6

 
 What questions covered in the New 

Testament Letters do Christians still deal 
with today? Have the answers changed? 
Why or why not?

 
 How has your understanding of 

Revelation changed?

 
 How has your understanding of the New 

Testament changed?

 
 Now that you’ve had a broad overview 

of the Bible’s big story, how has your 
understanding of God changed?

 
 How do you view your own story in light 

of what you’ve learned about God’s 
story with his people?

 
 What is your experience with reading 

the book of Revelation?

1 2
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Discussion 
starters:

End your discussion time with prayer. You may want to ask God for a clearer 
understanding of how the Bible points to a relationship with him that is filled with
trust and joy.

A good summary and review of the story in the Gospels is found at The Bible Project website, the New 
Testament videos, Acts, Revelation:
https://bibleproject.com/explore/acts/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/1-corinthians/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/galatians/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/revelation/
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Notes:

BIBLE 6 DISCUSSION GUIDE

Acts – Revelation  Week 6

Here are some chapters for further reading and study if 
you’d like to dive into the books of Acts, a sample of the 
Letters and Revelation. 
 Acts 1:1-11: the ascension of Jesus
 Acts 2: the coming of the Holy Spirit
 Acts 9:1-19: the conversion of Saul
 Acts 10: the Holy Spirit given to Gentiles
 Acts 15:1-21: discussing the requirements for 

membership in the community
 Acts 26: Paul defends his ministry
 Acts 28:11-31: Paul in Rome
 Romans 12:9-21: living in community
 1 Corinthians 3:5-9: factions in the community
 1 Corinthians 6:1-11: legal disputes
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20: sexual purity
 1 Corinthians 11:17-34: use of the Lord’s Supper
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31: spiritual gifts
 1 Corinthians 15:12-28: resurrection of the dead
 Ephesians 2:1-10: saved by grace
 Revelation 1-3: letters to 7 churches
 Revelation 4: vision of the heavenly throne room
 Revelation 6: the first vision of destruction
 Revelation 19:11-21: defeat of God’s enemies
 Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-7: the new heaven and the 

new earth
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NOTES:
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Acts – Revelation Week 6
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE

Acts – Revelation Week 6 
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First church
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleFirstChurch

DO THIS:
Look at old family photos together. Talk about the different kinds of 
things your family has done together over the years. The first church 

began when Jesus’ disciples started telling others about Jesus, his 
love, and his sacrifice. The believers learned about God together, 
prayed, sang praises, ate meals, and shared everything they had 

together. These are things we still do in the church today!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for giving us a church community.

Help us learn more and grow closer to you each day.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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INTRO TO THE BIBLE

A Guide To Biblical Genres 

NARRATIVE 
PURPOSE: to show God at work in creation and among his people

Guidelines for interpretation

1. Analyze the plot and flow of the narrative

2. Note stylistic devices (parables, allusions to Old Testament)

3. Pay close attention to dialogue

4. Note what’s spoken by the authoritative speaker (Moses talking with Pharaoh, Jesus in dialogue  
with disciples)

5. Look for author’s comments (Mark 14:51-52)

6. Identify plot and overall theme

Levels of narrative

1. Top: universal plan of God

2. Middle: God’s history with Israel / early Church

3. Bottom: each individual story

Gospels

1. See the overall themes of the Gospels

a. Matthew – Jesus the prophesied Messiah

b. Mark – Jesus the challenging Christ

c. Luke – Jesus the compassionate Christ

d. John – Jesus the Word made flesh and replacement for traditional institutions and rituals

2. Understand how the plots of individual stories serve the overall theme

 



59

INTRO TO THE BIBLE

A Guide To Biblical Genres 

WISDOM LITERATURE
PURPOSE: teaching to help people make godly choices in life

Themes:

 Proverbs – sayings for godly living

 Ecclesiastes – cynical wisdom

 Job – the world’s wisdom vs. God’s wisdom

• Song of Songs – God’s wisdom on love and romance

Guidelines for interpretation of Proverbs

1. Proverbs aren’t legal guarantees from God

2. Proverbs must be read as a collection

3. Proverbs are worded to be memorable, not theologically accurate

4. Some proverbs need to be “translated” to be appreciated (“Drink water from your own cistern,  
flowing water from your own well.” Proverbs 5:15)

PROPHETIC LITERATURE
PURPOSE: to “forth tell” from God; to recall Israel to the covenantal relationship

Guidelines for interpretation

1. Understand the historical setting, including audience, date and socio-political events

2. Recognize the forms of prophecy: covenant lawsuit, the woe, the promise

3. Recognize the original intent and how it could be “reused”

NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES
PURPOSE: letters to the early churches / Christians

Guidelines for interpretation

1. Identify author, audience and date if possible

2. Identify the purpose for writing, the broader intention for writing

3. Identify the historical context

4. Trace the argument presented
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INTRO TO THE BIBLE

Covenants in The Old Testament 

COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM: Genesis 12:1-3
 Unconditional promise of:

 º Land 

 º Offspring

 º To be a blessing to the nation

 God formed a people

COVENANT AT SINAI: reiterated in Deuteronomy 
 Because God rescued the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt, he demanded certain behavior  

(Exodus 20:1-3)

 Conditional promise

o If you obey God’s laws, you will stay in the land

o If you disobey God’s laws, you will lose the land

 God formed a nation

COVENANT WITH DAVID: 2 Samuel 7:12-16
 Unconditional promise that a son of David would sit on the throne of Israel

 God formed a dynasty
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INTRO TO THE BIBLE

Comparison Of The Gospels 

MARK
 Challenging Messiah 

 Audience: Romans 

 Focus: Jesus has authority, leadership, is a man of action

 Theme: Jews wanted dominion over world, but Jesus called them to serve world

 Tone: urgent

MATTHEW 
 Prophesied Messiah 

 Audience: Jews, deeply religious people

 Focus: Jesus as fulfillment of OT hopes, but radically reinterpreted

 Theme: New beginning to Chosen People

 Tone: somber & majestic

LUKE
 Compassionate Messiah

 Audience: Greeks, those who believed happiness was found in pursuit of truth

 Focus: Gospel of great pardons, dealing with disenfranchised, unclean, lowly, outcasts

 Theme: New beginning to Humanity

 Tone: joy of believers

JOHN 
 Jesus as the Final Word of God

 Audience: everyone

 Focus: Jesus reinterprets Old Testament beliefs & replaces Old Testament practices

 Theme: Jesus replaces Jewish scripture, forms New Israel from disciples

 Tone: rich symbolism
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE
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BIBLICAL TIMELINE
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CREATION
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleCreation

DO THIS:
Do a scavenger hunt around the house!  

Each person needs to get one item that represents each day of creation.
Once you’ve found all your items, share them with one other and

explain how they goes with each day!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for creating us and making us very good.

Help us to share your love with others.
Thanks for loving us, too.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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EXodus
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleMoses

DO THIS:
Make an obstacle course around your house.

Talk about how it might have been difficult to follow God into 
the unknown when the Israelites fled Egypt.

Then, take turns sharing a time you trusted God.
What happened?

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for leading us the way you lead the Israelites.

Help us to follow and trust you every day.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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DAVID
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleDavid

DO THIS:
Make a small square on the floor with tape.

Try to toss, roll, or slide different objects so they land in the square.
Talk about how God must have helped David defeat Goliath.

Then, share how you can be faithful to God this week!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for being trustworthy.

Help us be faithful and follow you every day.
We love you.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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Daniel
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleDaniel

DO THIS:
Put an Oreo on your forehead and move it down to

your mouth using only your facial muscles (no hands!).
Just like it was hard to get the Oreo in your mouth in

the game, the lions couldn’t eat Daniel. 
Who helped Daniel?

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for reminding us that

we can follow you even when it’s hard.
Help us to point other people to you through our actions.

Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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Jesus
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleJesus

DO THIS:
Make a “Connect 4” grid on the wall using tape or draw it on a 

piece of paper (7 columns and 5 rows). Use different colored post-it 
notes or markers to take turns trying to get 4 of your color in a row! 
Not everyone in Jesus’ day connected the dots that he was God’s 
Son, but we know that Jesus really is God’s only Son and that he 

rescued us from our sins because he loves us so much!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for sending your Son Jesus to rescue us. 

Help us share the Good News of his Love with everyone we meet.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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First church
WATCH THIS:

http://bit.ly/IntroToBibleFirstChurch

DO THIS:
Look at old family photos together. Talk about the different kinds of 
things your family has done together over the years. The first church 

began when Jesus’ disciples started telling others about Jesus, his 
love, and his sacrifice. The believers learned about God together, 
prayed, sang praises, ate meals, and shared everything they had 

together. These are things we still do in the church today!

PRAY THIS:
God, thank you so much for giving us a church community.

Help us learn more and grow closer to you each day.
Amen.

INTRO TO THE BIBLE: FAMILY ACTIVITY
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