
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 20 & 21, 2016 
Five Leaps of Faith: Radical Discipleship for Regular Christians 
“Pennies from Heaven” 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

 
 
OPENING 
Different things can capture our attention in different seasons of life. Generally speaking, the young chase 
experience in the here and now, the old are concerned about their legacy and lasting impact, and those of us in 
the middle worry about all of it. None of this is inherently bad, but any and all of it can devolve into distraction 
because, in the end, there is only one question that matters: who are you going to serve? We all have a choice, 
and options are limitless, but whatever we chase after ultimately becomes our master. Jesus says, “Seek first his 
kingdom...” Who are you going to serve?   
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“Hope, praise, gladness, joy, love, purity, trust, and the priceless inheritance” 
 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what 
is confusing? What general themes and tone do you pick up on? Are there words that stand out? The 
words that stood out to me are listed above, what would this message with these words mean to 
Christians suffering Persecution? What is God’s promise for us in this?   

 
“Choose today whom you will serve” 
 

Read Joshua 24:14-15, Matthew 6:33, and Revelation 2:1-5  

 What is the choice before us as human beings? What is the choice before you specifically? Is this a 
choice made once and for all, or a choice made again every day? How does this choice transform 
your way of life?  

 
 

APPLICATION 
“No eye has ever seen” 
 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9; 1 Corinthians 2:7-12; Hebrews 12:1-2  

 God has a promise for you, a hope for you, an abundant life for you, a priceless inheritance for you, 
and a joy and peace that the world can never give or take away. All of this is yours because God is 
gracious and forgiving. If this is true, how can you spend your life chasing after any other goal or 
serving any other master? Because this is true, how is God calling to you, transforming your life, and 
changing your priorities? What specific changes is God laying on your heart? 


