
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 17 & 18, 2016 
Rediscover Christmas: “A Courageous Carpenter” 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 

OPENING 
Joseph is a prominent figure in the Christmas story, but very few verses of Scripture are dedicated to learning 
about who he is. This section from Matthew is the most focus we have on Joseph’s story in all of Scripture. We’re 
going to take a look at his options, his character, his faith, and learn from him in the process.  
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 

"Surprise!” 
Read Matthew 1:18-23 

• What are a couple of positive qualities you recall about your father when you were growing up?  

• How would you feel if you were in Joseph’s shoes in verses 18-19? What do these verses tell us about 
Joseph?  

• What do you suppose their family, friends and neighbors were saying? Their immediate families? If you 
were Mary or Joseph, what would you say to those family, friends or neighbors who asked about the 
situation?  

 

“The choice” 
Read Matthew 1:18:24-25 

• Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes here. He’s had a dream with an angel and a message. What would you do 
after you woke up?  

• What do you think helped Joseph to make the choice to follow the angel in the dream?  

• How do you think Joseph took the news to call this child “Immanuel” meaning God with us?  

• What do you learn about Joseph’s character in these verses? What can we learn or observe about faith 
from Joseph?   

 

APPLICATION 
Joseph had a lot more courage and faith than we often give him credit for! He probably had to deal with a lot of 
hushed talk and side-glances, community murmurs and rudeness from family. We don’t know much more about 
him, other than he raised Jesus and trained him in his own profession - carpentry. He allowed his mind and initial 
reaction to the news of Jesus to be changed by a message from God. What might God be asking you to do 
today? This week? You might not have angels appearing to you in dreams, but what keeps crossing your path or 
mind? Look for ways to serve, pray, lead and step out in faith as we learn from Joseph!  
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Sunday, Dec. 18  Matthew 1:18-25 
Monday, Dec. 19  Luke 1:5-25  
Tuesday, Dec. 20  Luke 1: 26-38 
Wednesday, Dec. 21  Luke 1:39-56 
Thursday, Dec. 22  Luke 1:57-66 
Friday, Dec. 23   Luke 1:67-80 
Saturday, Dec. 24  Luke 2:1-12 
Sunday, Dec. 25  Luke 2:1-20 


