
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Jan. 16-17, 2016 
“reFRESH: The Power of Love” 
James 2:1-8 
 

 
OPENING  
This Scripture reading is from a short book in the back of the Bible written by James, who was the brother of 
Jesus, who probably wrote this letter when he was the leader of the church in Jerusalem to Christians who 
needed reminded that their faith in Christ was meant to transform their lives, and inform all their decisions. Most 
concerning was that they were neglecting the second greatest commandment: love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you.  
 
THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?  
 
INTO THE WORD  
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” 
 

Read James 2:1-8 
• What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what 

is confusing? What main point is James trying to make? How are the ways that we are tempted to 
favor some over others? How is God calling us to live differently?   

 
“Blessed are the poor” 
 

Read James 2:5; Matthew 5:3; Luke 6:20; Deuteronomy  10:17-19, and 15:11; and Acts 10:34   
• What, in your opinion distinguishes the rich from the poor? What does God say about the poor in 

these passages? How does God challenge the way you use the resources you have? What does the 
Bible mean when it says that the poor are blessed, that they will inherit the Kingdom of God, or that 
they have been chosen by God to be rich in faith?  

 
APPLICATION  
“You will always have the poor with you.”  Deuteronomy 15:11 
 
Jesus says that we will always have the poor with us. For some of us who are living in a middle class, or an upper 
middle class segment of our society, the poor are only with us in a distant or abstract way. We know that not 
everyone in the world has it as well as we do. We see the commercials on TV asking for support, and we see 
people panhandling, but do we actually know anyone who is at a different income level? Do we know their names, 
or their hopes and fears? There are more opportunities to do this than we imagine, and we owe it to ourselves to 
do it — it will change the way we see the world, not the least of all because they are rich in a way that we are not. 
The Bible’s perspective on this tells us that having every material need covered makes it harder to realize that 
God is the source of every good thing. In our wealth we forget that we suffer a different poverty, and getting to 
know the materially poor helps us see that. 


