
Sermon Discussion Guide 
June 4-5, 2016 

Songs for the Summer: O Come to the Altar/A Mighty Fortress 
Psalm 43:1-5, Psalm 62:1-8 
 
 
 

OPENING 
We’re starting a new sermon series called “Songs for the Summer” where we’ll look at different worship songs 
each week. This week we’re looking at “O Come to the Altar” and “A Mighty Fortress.” Our Bible verses come 
directly from the song book of the Bible - the Psalms. 
 
 

PRAYER  
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you.  
  
 

THE SERMON  
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life?   
  
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves. 
 
“Come to the Altar” 
 

Read Psalm 43:1-5 

 What is the psalmist’s relationship with God like? What emotions are tied to this Psalm? Compare the 
beginning (verses 1-2) of the Psalm to the end (verses 3-5). How has the emotion changed? What 
caused the change? 

 Listen to the song “O Come to the Altar.” How does it compare to Psalm 43? What is the message of 
the song? 
 

“Come to the Altar” 
 

Read Matthew 5:23-24 

 What does this passage tell you about the altar? What is the purpose of the altar? What does God 
desire about our heart when we approach the altar? What significance does this have for us today? 
Read Romans 12:1. What does this mean for our sacrifice at the altar now? 

 
“A Mighty Fortress” 
 

Read Psalm 18:1-6 & 62:1-8 

 How are these two passages similar? What is the message of each? What is the psalmists going 
through in each passage? 

 What does the word “fortress” mean to you? What did it mean to the original author? What makes 
God a “mighty fortress?” Can you relate to the emotion in either Psalm? Listen to the song “A Mighty 
Fortress.” What stands out to you? 

 
APPLICATION 
This week, spend some time reading through different Psalms. Take time praying through a couple Psalms that 
are particularly meaningful to you. Open your heart to God and allow him to speak into your current situation. 


