
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
June 25-26, 2016 
“Songs for the Summer: No One Higher/Beautiful Savi or” 
Psalm 19:1-7 
 
 
OPENING 
As we think and talk about God and the Bible, it can be tempting to only think in human terms. We focus a lot on 
our relationship with God, we reflect on the ways our sin hinders that relationship and our relationships with other 
people. When we read the Bible we get a wider picture. We think of humanity as the “crown of creation” and in 
this way it makes the rest of God’s creative work sound like a sideshow, while we are the featured act. Some 
passages of Scripture take this attitude to task, and Psalm 19 is a great example. The greatest pitfall that comes 
through this wrong thinking, and one this Psalm does a great job of correcting, is the more we edge out the rest of 
creation and put humanity at the center, the more we also edge out God. By remembering that we are not the 
center of the universe, we also remember that everything was created for God’s glory, and not ours.   
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“The heavens declare” 
 

Read Psalm 19:1-7 
• What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging and what is 

confusing? Is this a Psalm that you are familiar with? Use the Internet to look up the highlighted hymn 
for the week, “Beautiful Savior.” Do you think it is a good articulation of the Psalm’s themes?   

 
“The mountains sing, and the trees clap their hands!” 
 

Read Isaiah 55; Isaiah 11:1-9; Job 40-41; Genesis 1 :1-2:4   
• What do these passages tell us about creation? What do they tell us about God’s relationship to 

nature, and how should that affect our relationship to nature? If God cares for everything he created 
with order and purpose, and made us stewards of it. What are our responsibilities in that?  

 
 
APPLICATION 
“It is Good” 
 

• God takes pleasure and joy in the things he has created, and he also created us to cherish and enjoy 
them. This week find some time, even if it’s just 15 minutes, to disconnect from technology and human 
interaction and connect with nature. Pray for God’s guidance in your relationship with it. 


