
Sermon Discussion Guide 
May 28-29, 2016 
Holy Days in May: “No Greater Love” 
John 15:9-17 
 
 

OPENING 
Sacrifice is a part of life — it is something that every person will face, choose or run from at some point in their 
life. It is just a part of life because saying yes to one thing means saying no to something else. Sometimes those 
sacrifices are small — maybe saying no to a donut to make a sacrifice for the sake of health, and sometimes 
those sacrifices are big — as in the lives given in service to our country and memorialized this weekend. In either 
case, the sacrifice was made with the bigger picture in mind. Whether a person says no to sugar, or says no to 
self-interest and self-preservation, what really matters is what that person is saying yes to: to health: to freedom; 
to life. As we meditate on this reading, it teaches us about the sacrifice God made for us in Christ, it teaches us to 
look at the bigger picture, and invites us to say yes to the coming of the Kingdom of God, which is wholly different 
from any earthly kingdom.    
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation, and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any "Ah-Ha" moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves. 
     
“No greater love” 
 
Read John 15:9-17 

 What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what is 
confusing? What is the context and setting for this speech from Jesus? Does that change the way you 
hear his words? What does the passage say about choosing—who is choosing, and what is being 
chosen?   
 

“No longer slaves” 
 
Read John 15:14-15; Galatians 4:7; Romans 6:16-23   

 According to Jesus, what is the difference between a slave and a friend? Jesus says doing what he 
commands makes us is friends, how is this different than obeying as a slave? How does the Romans 
passage inform your answer? Do you listen to what your friends say and ask of you? Why?  

 
 

APPLICATION 

“You did not choose me, I chose you” 
 

 God chose you. By saying no to saving himself, Jesus took the cross and said yes to eternal life for you. 
Think about the sacrificial character of God this week, and pray asking what God might be calling you to 
sacrifice for the greater good. 

 


