
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Nov. 5 & 6, 2016 
Four Secrets of a Joy-Filled Life: Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  
“Follow the Leader!” 
Scripture: Philippians 2:5-18 
 
 
 

OPENING 
This week, we continue on through the book of Philippians and the topic of Joy. Paul talks about the attitude of 
Christ and how we ought to look to him as our example. We’re going to discover Christ’s character and seek to 
follow him in our own life; through humility, sacrifice, obedience. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  
“Attitude of Christ” 
 

Read Philippians 2:5-11 

 In this passage, Paul explains the attitude we must have. What exactly does he say about Christ’s 
attitude? How can we become more like Christ in our lives? What are some examples of ways that 
Jesus showed each of those characteristics? How do you reflect God’s character in your life? How 
could we do that more? 

 
Read Philippians 2:12-18 

 Why does Paul say we ought to “work hard?” What does that look like? What is he saying about good 
works? What are some of the things that stand out to you about Paul’s instructions? Are they difficult?  

 

“Salt and Light” 
 

Read Matthew 5:13-16 

 What does Jesus’ teaching say about his character? What does it mean to be salt and light? How 
does that connect to the previous passage? What parts of Jesus’ character are salt and light? What is 
God calling you to do in your life and ministry? 

 
 

APPLICATION 
This week, seek to understand Jesus’ character better through further study of the Scriptures. Ask God to show 
you who he really is and how you can imitate his character in your everyday life. 
 


