
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Oct. 1 & 2, 2016 
Riding Out the Storms:  
Sermons on Suffering from the Book of Job “Temptati on” 
Scripture: Job 12:1-5 
 
 
OPENING 
If our grief and pain was not hard enough, it can be even harder when the people around us start to give us 
unsolicited advice or a silver lining to “fix” the situation. Job’s friends were tempted to explain away his trials with 
human wisdom that views tragedy as cause and effect. This caused Job to react in defensiveness rather than 
feeling the care and comfort of his friends. In Job’s reaction we see how his tragic circumstances give him a new 
perspective on human wisdom…     
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Job’s Fourth Speech: A Response to Zophar” 
 

Read Job 12:1-5 
• Why did Job tell them that wisdom would die with them? What was most frustrating to Job about his 

friend’s response to his grief? Why did Job’s friends laugh at him expecting an answer from God? 
Should Job expect an answer from God? Why or why not? What did Job really need from his friends 
the most?       

 
“The Temptation of Jesus” 
 

Read Matthew 4:1-11 
• Who led Jesus into the desert and why? How might each of the devil’s statements appear to be 

wisdom while Jesus was in a physically weak and lonely state? Look at each response Jesus had to 
the devil’s “wisdom.” If you were going to summarize these three statements in modern terms, how 
would you say it? 

 
 

APPLICATION  
This week, pray for those people in your life who are hurting. Ask God to show you how to be present to them 
while avoiding the temptation of fixing, blaming or offering a silver lining. Reach out to that person to care for him 
or her. Also, consider your past or present trials. What wisdom have you been encountering, or did you 
encounter, at that time? How did it impact you? 
 


