
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Sept. 17 & 18, 2016 
Five Leaps of Faith: Radical Discipleship for Regular Christians 
“The Ultimate Goal” 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
 

OPENING 
Our thinking about love can really easily get convoluted – there are just so many people saying so many things! 
For instance, according to what one ad says, “it is what makes a Subaru a Subaru.” One song tells us that love 
makes the world go ‘round, another tells us that love stinks. People clamor to get on reality TV shows and dating 
apps to find it. But what is love? What is it really? How can some claim to die for it, while others kill in the name of 
it? Through all the different and often contradicting ideas, how can we say anything about love that doesn’t come 
off as cliché and meaningless in all the noise? Rather than say anything, we do well to listen to what God has to 
say, doing our best to empty ourselves of our preconceived notions. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to 
give you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 

Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping right into the 
questions. If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get 
your conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own 
words, what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or 
inspired during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message 
to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 

Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others 
listed below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
  

“Faith, Hope, and Love” 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 13 

 What are your first reactions to this reading? What stands out to you? What is challenging, and what 
is confusing? This reading is very common at weddings. Do you see anything directly about marriage 
in it? What is Paul (the writer) really trying to say?   

 

“The Greatest Commandment” 
 

Read John 13:34-35; Leviticus 19:18; Galatians 5:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; and 
Matthew 22:36-40 

 By asking people on the street or by doing Internet searches you will find love defined and described 
as an emotion. How can God command us to have an emotion? Can you command a happy person 
to be sad or a sad person to be happy? Sometimes we equate love with preference, as in preference 
for a certain kind of food. Can you command someone to start liking Brussels sprouts? How then can 
God command love? Look through 1 Corinthians 13 again, and look for ways that love is a decision 
instead of an emotion or preference.  
 
 

APPLICATION 
Ask three people this week, “What can I do to serve you?” and then follow through on their responses. Write 
down the names of two people you are close to, and two people you are just acquainted with. Pray over the list 
and think of one way you can show Christian love to each of those people, then watch the way God works 
through love in your life! 
 


