
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 19-20, 2017 
“Here We Stand: How 1 Priest with 95 Theses Changed the World” 
Scripture: Romans 3:21-28 
 
 

 
OPENING 
This year marks the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. It was on Oct. 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 

95 theses on the door of a Wittenberg Church. So, during this sermon series, we’re going to study this important 
time of the Christian church and dig into what it means to be Lutheran. We’ll look at history, Luther’s Small 
Catechism, and much more. It’s going to be an exciting time of celebration and growth together as a church. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“All People Are Sinners” 
 
Read Romans 3:9-28 

 In this passage, the apostle Paul points out that all people have sinned and fall short of God’s 
standard. Pastor Mike taught that the world’s view of sin is very narrow, but the Bible’s is very broad. 
How does this impact the way we live our lives? How does it influence our view of salvation and good 
works? 

 What was Martin Luther’s point about standing right before God? How are we made right in God’s 
sight? What was Luther trying to do when he posted his 95 Theses? 

 

“Be Perfect” 
 

Read Matthew 5:48 

 What is God’s standard? What is the bar that we must jump in order to earn salvation? Is that 
possible for us to achieve that? Why or why not? 

 

“Made Alive with Christ” 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 

 Martin Luther said, “Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God.” What is it that he was standing 
on? What do you stand on in your life? How do the people in your life know what you stand on? 

 What does grace say about measuring up to God’s perfect standard? Do you ever try to earn 
salvation? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, practice extending radical grace and forgiveness to specific people in your life. God has forgiven us, 
even though we do not deserve it. Think about those people who you think don’t deserve to be forgiven and make 
a plan to fully forgive them. Pray for them even if the grace and forgiveness is not offered in return. 
 


