
 
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 16-17, 2017 

“Countdown to Christmas: Preparer of the Way!” 
Scripture: Luke 1:39-44 
 
 
OPENING 
The month of December is the season of Advent where we look forward to the birth of Jesus. We’re calling it the 
“Countdown to Christmas.” It’s the time of year where we eagerly await the coming of Jesus. 

 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 

 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  

 
 
“The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold” 

Read Luke 1:5-25 

• In this passage, we read about the birth of John the Baptist being foretold. What is surprising to you 
about this story? What stood out to you? Read Isaiah 40:30 & Mark 1:1-4. What was John the Baptist 
doing? Why was he significant? 
 

“Mary Visits Elizabeth” 
Read Luke 1:39-44 

• In this passage, we read about Mary visiting Elizabeth, who is pregnant. What do you notice about this 
passage? Picture this scene in your head. Why is there so much excitement? What are they looking 
forward to? 

• Pastor Nick talked about getting excited for Christmas. What are some of the things that you really 
look forward to in life? What do you look forward to about Christmas? Why? What are the things that 
you prioritize during Advent? Where does Jesus fit in there? 

 
“Mary’s Song of Praise & The Birth of John the Baptist” 

Read Luke 1:46-66 

• Mary breaks out into song in the beginning of this passage. What does her song communicate? Why is 
she feeling this way? Put yourself in her position. How would you respond? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, find time every day to rest and spend quiet time with God. Pray that he would remind you each and 
every day what we celebrate this Christmas season – the birth of Jesus. Find ways in your preparation to bring 
Jesus into your celebration. 
 


