
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb 11 & 12, 2017 
“Relationship Status: Modern Family” 
Scripture: Genesis 27:30-40 
 
 

OPENING 
This story is one of the most often-told stories of family conflict in all Scripture. Twin brothers Jacob and Esau 
couldn’t be more different, and their parents appear to have favorites. Their birth story sets up the course of the 
rest of their lives - Esau was born first, with Jacob holding onto Esau’s heel as he was born next. In this story of a 
rite of passage and passing of the blessing, a long-brewing conflict comes to a breaking point.  
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
"Family Drama” 
Read Genesis 27:1-13 

 Do you have siblings? If so, what’s your birth order?  
 Do you remember any time that you outsmarted or “played” a sibling? What happened? Is it a fond 

memory or is there any pain or resentment in the mix?  
 In these times, both the birthright and the blessing were of vital importance to a clan. What do you think 

Rebekah’s angle is here? What is Jacob’s goal?  
 What do you think Jacob’s choices were at this moment?   

 
“The Trick” 

 Read Genesis 27:14-29 
 Which family member (Isaac, Rebekah, Esau or Jacob) do you think is the most wrong here? Why? 
 What should he or she have done instead? How would that have improved things?  

 
"The truth comes out” 

 Read Genesis 27:30-40 
 Why do you think Isaac fell for this trick so easily?  
 What do you think Rebekah’s reaction was when she heard what had come to pass?  
 We leave the story sort of hanging at this point. What do you think about how the story is left in vs 39-40? If 

you were Esau, what would you be thinking of your father’s reply? What are Esau’s options at this point? 
 
APPLICATION 
How would this story be set and play out in our world today? Our modern family setup is not so different from this 
family’s issues - we all have our own stories of betrayal, loss of trust or respect, separation or crisis. One of the 
issues at the center of this story is approval. Consider - whose blessing or approval means the most to you? 
(Parent, child, friend or former friend? Spouse? Boss or someone at work? Pastor?) Whose approval do you want 
to matter the most to you? And finally, how does God’s love show up in this story and in the story of your modern 
family?   
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Monday, Feb. 13, Proverbs 3:32; 11:30; 12:26; 13:20; 16:28 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 1 John 4:7-21    Wednesday, Feb. 15, Psalm 25 
Thursday, Feb. 16, Proverbs 17:17; 18:19; 18:24; 20:6  Friday, Feb. 17, Proverbs 27:6-10; 27:17 
Saturday, Feb. 18, Matthew 5:43-48     Sunday, Feb.19, John 15:11-17 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27%3A30-40&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27%3A30-40&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A32%3B+11%3A30%3B+12%3A26%3B+13%3A20%3B+16%3A28&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-21&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+25&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+17%3A17%3B+18%3A19%3B+18%3A24%3B+20%3A6%C2%A0&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+27%3A6-10%3B+27%3A17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A43-48&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A11-17&version=NLT

