
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Feb 18 & 19, 2017 
“Relationship Status: Friends” 
Scripture: John 15:11-17 
 
 
 
 

OPENING 
Ever since we were children, we have been concerned with friends. Do we have them? Are they the right ones? 
Are they good friends? We instinctively know that friendship matters. But deep and meaningful relationships are 
harder and harder to find, develop, and keep over the long haul. The good news is the God created friendship and 
community, and even made it one of the key parts of living as a Jesus follower! With Christ at the center of our 
friendships, we are on a path toward real and authentic community – to know and to be known… 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Jesus the True Vine” 
 

Read John 15:11-17 

 Who is Jesus talking to here? What were the “things” that Jesus told them? (See passages above the 
reading) Why did Jesus tell them these things? What were some of the ways that Jesus loved his 
disciples throughout his ministry? What does it mean to lay your life down for your friends today? 
What exactly did Jesus do that allowed him to call the disciples friends? What do you think the lasting 
fruit of loving each other could be in people’s lives?    

 
“The Advantages of Companionship” 
 

Read Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 

 Why is it “meaningless” to be all alone with many achievements? Have you or someone you know 
ever felt this kind of meaninglessness? If so, what was it like? Why is it that two people are better 
than one? How can you make the way you accomplish things in your life relational?  

 
APPLICATION 
This week, take time to be intentional about investing in your friendships. Friends are a privilege, not a right. In 
fact, friendships require tending to in order to experience their full benefits. What are some of the activities that 
keep you from growing closer with your friends? How can you invite others into those activities? What are some 
ways that you can take a relationship with an acquaintance and move toward a friendship? Do you have any self-
doubts that keep you from being vulnerable with others? How might you overcome these with God’s help?  
 
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Monday, Feb. 20, Jeremiah 2:4-13 Tuesday, Feb. 21, Psalm 81:1-16 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, Proverbs 25:1-7 Thursday, Feb. 23, Psalm 112 
Friday, Feb. 24, Luke 14:1-6    Saturday, Feb. 25, Luke 14:7-14   
Sunday, Feb.26, Hebrews 13:1-9 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+25%3A1-7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+112&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A1-6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A7-14&version=NLT
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