
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Jan. 14 & 15, 2017 
“Life Together: Racing Toward Harmony” 
Scripture: Colossians 3:10-17 
 

 
OPENING 
Our Scripture passage for this weekend contains lists of important things to get rid of and what to get more of. 
This time of year we often set goals or resolutions for the year ahead, which might include cleaning out portions of 
our homes. That’s the vibe of Paul’s words in this passage - instructions for what to get rid of and what to keep.  

 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
"Things of heaven, things of earth” 
Read Colossians 3:1-4 

 When you need to feel like a “new person,” what outfit or clothes do you like to wear?  
 What do you think are the heavenly things that Paul is referring to in this passage? What about the 

earthly things?  
 
"A time to die” 
Read Colossians 3:5-11 

 What does it look like to “put to death” the qualities in verse 5?  
 What does it look like to get rid of the character qualities in verse 8-10?  
 What is left after getting rid of all of these?  

 
"A new wardrobe” 
Read Colossians 3:12-17 

 What contrasts do you see between the “clothes” of the “earthly nature” (5-11) and those of “God’s 
chosen people” (12-17)?  

 What does all this “putting off” and “putting on” actually involve? A quick-change? A disguise? A burial 
service? A shopping spree?  

 
 

APPLICATION 
The image of clothing to take off and put on can be especially helpful when we wake up each morning and think 
about our days ahead. What piece of “earthly nature” clothing is most difficult for you to remove? What piece of 
Christ’s “clothing” would you like to replace it with? How might this group help you? Ask yourselves… As a 
spouse, parent, child, friend, employer, employee, what piece of Christ’s wardrobe do you especially need to wear 
today? This week? How do you need to pray in order to be best-dressed this week? 

 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Monday, Jan. 16, Psalm 1  Tuesday, Jan. 17, Psalm 23    Sunday, Jan. 22, Mark 6:30-34 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, Psalm 131 Thursday, Jan. 19, Exodus 3:1-10 
Friday, Jan. 20, Mark 1:35-39  Saturday, Jan. 21, Luke 4:1-13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A10-17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A35-39&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+131&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A30-34&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NLT

