
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
July 15-16, 2017 
“Summer of Acts: Women Who Led the Early Church” 
Scripture: Acts 16:13-15 
 

 
OPENING 
This is the summer of Acts! This is book, written by Luke that describes the acts of the early apostles. What they 
did, where they went, and how the church became what it is today. Over the next five weeks, we are taking a 
deep dive into the early church. This week we’re focusing on the women church leaders of the early church. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Lydia of Philippi Believes in Jesus” 

Read Acts 16:11-15 

 At the beginning of the message, Amanda talked about these boundaries that humans create and put 
on one another. What boundaries can you think of that limit us? Have you ever felt like you’ve been 
told you can’t do something because of a human boundary? What is the situation like in the early 
church with women in leadership? 

 

“Jesus Teaches about Serving Others” 
Read Mark 10:35-45 

 What does it mean to be a true leader? Who is called to be leaders? What are you called to do in 
your faith? How does biblical leadership differ from secular leadership? 

 
“Jesus Washes His Disciples Feet” 
 Read John 13:1-17 

 In this passage, Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. What is the significance of this act? Why is it 
surprising for Jesus to be doing this? What would the world say about what Jesus was doing? What 
was he showing his disciples? How can we go about “washing the feet” of other people? 

 
“Have the Attitude of Christ” 
 Read Philippians 2:5-11 

 What does it mean to have the same attitude as Christ? What does that look like in your life? How is 
this easy? How is it difficult? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
Think about the ways that God is at work in your life. Pray about how you can join him in what he is already doing 
and become a stronger leader. Make a plan with your small group to serve the world around you and lead them 
into a relationship with Jesus. 


