
 
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
July 8-9, 2017 
“Summer of Acts: Growing Pains” 
Scripture: Acts 13:44-52 
 

 
 
OPENING 
This is the summer of Acts! This is book, written by Luke that describes the acts of the early apostles. What they 
did, where they went, and how the church became what it is today. Over the next six weeks, we are taking a deep 
dive into the early church. This week we’re focusing on comparisons and growing pains.   
 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
 
”The Ten Commandments” 

Read Exodus 20:17 

 Why do you think this made it into “God’s Top 10,” The Ten Commandments? What does comparison 
do to us? Why is comparison something that takes us away from a full relationship with God? What 
does it do? What does comparison distract us from? 

 Do you ever compare yourself to other people? In what area of your life do you compare most? Has 
another person’s growth ever become your pain? Why is that? Pastor Nick pointed out that there’s 
always someone with more __________ than you. What’s in that blank for you? Who is the person 
who has more? What about the opposite, what do you compare that makes you feel better about 
yourself? 
 

”Paul Turns to the Gentiles” 
Read Acts 13:44-52 

 What was happening in this passage from Acts? Why was there jealousy? What is the proper 
response to comparison and jealousy? What’s the problem with saying, “just be you”? Who is the 
person God made you to be? 

 What is the measuring stick that God uses? Is that intimidating to you? Or is it good news? What 
does God say about why you are here? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, discuss with your small group about the areas where you struggle with comparison. Try to catch 
yourself when you start to compare and attempt to change your thinking. Instead of saying, “How do I compare?” 
Start asking yourself, “Why am I here?” and “What is my mission?”  
 

 


