
Sermon Discussion Guide 
June 24-25, 2017 
“Summer of Acts: The Ultimate Turnaround” 
Scripture: Acts 9:17-22 
 

 
OPENING 
This is the summer of Acts! This is book, written by Luke that describes the acts of the early apostles. What they 
did, where they went, and how the church became what it is today. Over the next eight weeks, we are taking a 
deep dive into the early church. This week we’re focusing Saul, who made the ultimate turnaround.   
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves. Begin with Acts 6:1-7. 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 In this passage, Paul is talking about how what we see and understand is partial and incomplete. We 
are unable to see things clearly at this time. But THEN, we will know everything completely. Ask the 
question “When is then?” When will we see more clearly and know more clearly? 
 

Read Acts 9:1 and Acts 9:18 

 Before conversion, Pastor Scott compared Saul’s view of Christianity and Christ to someone who has 
cataracts, or can’t see clearly. As Saul is on the road to Damascus, he is converted and scales fall 
from his eyes. After conversion, he is from then on known as Paul. Although the word “converted” is 
never used in this Scripture, this is Paul’s conversion point. Describe a time in your life when God 
showed up (the initial conversion). Is conversion a one-time occurrence, something that happens over 
and over, or both?  

 
Read Isaiah 35:5 
 This was prophesized 700 years before Jesus Christ. “When he comes, he will open the eyes of the 

blind.” We don’t know what we cannot see. Sometimes we need others to point out the blind spots in 
our lives. Can you think of a person who has continuously pointed out a blind spot in your life? What 
is that blind spot? Can you think of someone in your life who may be needing guidance in areas of 
their life where they may be spiritually blind? 
 

Read Lamentations 3:22-23 

 This talks about how deep the Lord’s love is for us and how his mercies never cease. Martin Luther 
states “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that man could stake 
his life on it a thousand times.” Grace peels away all the other things we’re tempted to put our faith in.  
What are things you are tempted to put your faith in other than God? What can we do daily to allow 
God to help us grow in our faith (ie: every day conversion)? 
 
 

APPLICATION 
This week, reflect on Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus from being a persecutor of Christians to one of 
God’s most instrumental individuals in writing the New Testament. He opened the eyes of thousands to God’s 
mercy and love. Before Saul became Paul, God had to open his truth so he could see more clearly and love 
greatly. What scales do you need God to peel away so you can be free to love? Reach out to someone this week 
and ask what “blind spots” God can remove from your life. 


