
Sermon Discussion Guide 
March 18 & 19, 2017 
“I AM: The Gate & Good Shepherd” 
Scripture: John 10:1-11 
 

 
 
OPENING 
Throughout the season of Lent, we are looking at the “I AM” statements Jesus makes in the Gospel of John. Each 
one of these statements says something significant about Jesus’ identity. Who is Jesus and what does it really 
mean for us? In the final week of this series, Easter, we’ll take a look at the final “statement” that was made in the 
resurrection of Jesus. This week we explored how Jesus could be both the gate and the good shepherd.  

 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 

 
 
THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 

 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“I am the Gate” 
 

Read John 10:1-10 

 In this passage, Jesus says to the crowd of Jews, “I am the Gate.” What is the shepherd protecting 
his sheep from as the gate? What is God protecting us as the gate?  

 

“I am the Good Shepherd” 
 

Read John 10:11 

 In what areas of your life do you try to be your own shepherd? Why do you feel that we leave God’s 
path to follow the voice of strangers?  What freedoms do you enjoy in life when you follow God’s path 
instead of your own? 
 

Read the following passages: 
 Isaiah 53:6 
 Psalm 23 
 Psalm 121:8 
 1 Samuel 17:15 
 Ezekiel 34:31 

Why were these statements profound enough to the Pharisees in order to want Jesus put to death? 
 
 
 

APPLICATION 
This week, pray that God will allow your heart to follow his voice as the Good Shepherd and allow you to discover 
true freedom and a more abundant life. He has rescued you from sin and the darkness of this world. Now, go and 
tell others the good news and help them to realize this truth as well!  
 


