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Oct. 14-15, 2017 
“Here We Stand: A Whole New Way to Do Church 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:5-12 
 

 
OPENING 
This year marks the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. It was Oct. 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 95 

theses on the door of a Wittenberg Church. During the sermon series, we’re studying this important time in the 
church and digging into what it means to be Lutheran. It’s an exciting time of celebration and growth as a church. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Living Stones for God’s House” 

Read 1 Peter 2:4-12 

 In this passage, we read that God’s people are called “holy priests.” This is where we learn about what 
Luther called the priesthood of all believers. What does it mean for us to be priests? What is the role of 
a priest? How is this different than the way we typically view the role of priest? 

 
“Sadness will be turned to joy” 

Read John 16:31-33 

 Pastor Andy read this passage from John and highlighted the word “overcome.” What does it mean to 
overcome? Why is it significant to us that Jesus has overcome the world? What does that mean for 
us? 

 
“Great Commission” 

Read Matthew 28:18-20 

 Pastor Andy talked about the story of God; creation, rebellion, rescue, and restoration. Where are we 
at in this story? What does God invite us to do? How do we join him in this story? Pastor Andy said 
that God wants to write us into his story. What does it mean to be written into this story of God? 

 How does the Great Commission in Matthew 28 invite us into the story? How is this significant? How is 
this different than the way a lot of people think of church today? 

 
“God’s Masterpiece” 

Read Ephesians 2:10 

 In this verse, Paul says that we are God’s masterpiece. Think of something you would call a 
masterpiece. What makes it a masterpiece? How are you God’s masterpiece? In the second half of 
that verse, Paul says that we are created to do good things. What does that look like in your life? 

 
 

APPLICATION 
In his sermon, Pastor Andy talked about never underestimating the power of being seen. He also encouraged us to 
join in God’s story and bring hope to the world around us. Consider ways that you can show up, be seen, and 
provide hope to the people you come into contact with. Who is in need of some hope? Remember, you are the 
church. Find ways to bring church to the people outside of the walls of our building. 


