
 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Oct. 28-29, 2017 
“Here We Stand: Born Again (and Again & Again…) 
Scripture: John 3:1-8 
 

 
OPENING 
This year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. It was Oct. 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 95 
theses on the door of a Wittenberg Church. This is the final week of this sermon series where we studied this 
important time in the church and dug into what it means to be Lutheran. For more on the history of the 
Reformation, check out a new Martin Luther biography by historian Eric Metaxas, a PBS documentary, or a 
geographical tour of the Reformation by well-known travel writer (and life-long Lutheran) Rick Steves.  
  
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  

 
“Born Again” 

Read John 3:1-8 

• In this passage, Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader, comes to speak to Jesus. Jesus tells him that 
we must be “born again.” What does it mean to be born again? Put yourself in Nicodemus’ place. Why 
would that have been a shocking or confusing statement? 

• Pastor Mike talked about holy, defining, moments that change the rest of our lives. When was the last 
time you had a “holy, defining, moment” in your life? What happened and why was it significant? What 
does it mean to be born again (and again, and again…)? Share the story of how you came to faith in 
Jesus with your small group. 

 
“Spiritual Blessings” 

Read Ephesians 1:9-14 

• What does it mean to be united with Christ? What does it mean to be chosen by God? What does God 
declare about who you are and what you mean to him? Pastor Mike pointed out that God has identified 
you as his own. He has also given you his Holy Spirit. How is someone filled with the Holy Spirit? What 
does this mean? What does it look like? 

 
“Open the Door” 

Read Revelation 3:20-22 

• In this passage, God says that he stands at the door and knocks, whoever opens will share a meal 
with him as friends. Think about that. What does it mean to open the door to God? He says that those 
who are victorious will sit on his throne with him. What does that image indicate? What is he offering 
anyone who welcomes him in? 

 
 

APPLICATION 
This week, continually remember that you have been chosen by God and filled you with his Holy Spirit. This is a 
free gift and available to all. Pray that God would show you ways to share this gift with the people in your life who 
don’t know Jesus yet. Be open to the Spirit’s and look for ways to show Christ’s love to the world around you. 
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